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Introduction

Ellen White’s formal education ended when she was only nine
years old, so she never had the privilege of studying under the speech
or voice professionals of her day. Nevertheless, taught by the Lord,
she became one of America’s outstanding women preachers. For
more than 70 years, long before the days of microphones and public
address systems, she spoke to large audiences of up to 20,000 people.

Always ready to speak, especially on the subject of temperance,
she declared, “When asked to speak on temperance, I have never hes-
itated” (MS. 31, 1911). Once she met the competition of Barnum’s
Circus in Battle Creek, Michigan, with a 90-minute temperance
lecture delivered to 5,000 eager listeners. She spoke in a city hall
in Haverhill, Massachusetts; in a prison in Salem, Oregon; on an
improvised platform composed of beer tables in Norway; and at
open-air meetings and in churches, halls, and tents on three con-
tinents. She was in constant demand as a camp meeting speaker.
Ellen White was a powerful evangelist.

Were it not for her books, Ellen White no doubt would be best
remembered today for her pulpit ministry. But she did more than
preach; she wrote— prolifically. Some 70 books currently carry her
byline. Nearly all have sold in the tens of thousands, some even in
the millions. The present work joins this long line of best sellers. It
will be welcomed by ministers, teachers, musicians, and all others
who are especially concerned with the use of the voice.

The counsels published here are God-given; they are trustworthy
and reliable. This volume is sent forth with the prayer that it will
bring a blessing to all who seek to improve their voice talent for the
glory of God and the benefit of humanity.

The Trustees of the
Ellen G. White Estate
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Chapter 1—A Heavenly Talent

A Supreme Blessing for Good—The power of speech is a talent
that should be diligently cultivated. Of all the gifts we have received
from God, none is capable of being a greater blessing than this. With
the voice we convince and persuade, with it we offer prayer and
praise to God, and with it we tell others of the Redeemer’s love.
How important, then, that it be so trained as to be most effective for
good.—Christ’s Object Lessons, 335.

Voice and Tongue Divine Gifts—The voice and tongue are
gifts from God, and if rightly used, they are a power for God. Words
mean very much. They may express love, devotion, praise, melody
to God, or hatred and revenge. Words reveal the sentiments of the
heart. They may be a savor of life unto life or of death unto death.
The tongue is a world of blessing, or a world of iniquity.—The
S.D.A. Bible Commentary 3:1159.

A Power in the Communication of Knowledge—We may
have knowledge, but unless we know how to use the voice cor-
rectly, our work will be a failure. Unless we can clothe our ideas in
appropriate language, of what avail is our education? Knowledge
will be of little advantage to us unless we cultivate the talent of
speech; but it is a wonderful power when combined with the ability
to speak wise, helpful words, and to speak them in a way that will
command attention.—Testimonies for the Church 6:380.

Impression by Deep Feeling and Pathos—However great a
man’s knowledge, it is of no avail unless he is able to communicate
it to others. Let the pathos of your voice, its deep feeling, make an
impression on hearts.—Testimonies for the Church 7:268.

A Sacred Trust—The gift of speech is a valuable talent. Never
despise or demit this gift. Thank God for entrusting it to you. Itis a
precious gift, to be sanctified, elevated, and ennobled. As a sacred
trust, the voice should be used to honor God. It should never utter
harsh, impure words or words of faultfinding. The gospel of Christ
1s to be proclaimed by the voice.
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With the talent of speech we are to communicate the truth as
we have opportunity. It should ever be used in God’s service; but
this talent is grievously abused. Words are spoken which do great
harm. Christ declared, “Every idle word that men shall speak, they
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned”
[Matthew 12:36, 37].—Manuscript 21, 1899.

Holy Spirit’s Power in the Cultivation of the Voice—Encour-
age all to use simple, pure, elevated language. Speech, pronunci-
ation, and voice—cultivate these talents, not under any great elo-
cutionist of the world, but under the power of the Holy Spirit of
God.—Letter 83, 1898.

Courage, Cheer, and Hope—Talk of the goodness and love of
Jesus. You and I have been granted the blessing of speech, which is a
talent of great value. It is to be used in talking of those things which
increase love for Jesus. Let us talk of His mercy, of the gracious
words He spoke to encourage and comfort, to bring hope and joy
and love to our hearts.... Let us brighten the remaining years of our
lives with words that bring courage and cheer and hope. The enemy
will cast his shadow between Christ and our souls. He will tempt us
to talk in a doubting, faithless way. But when disagreeable thoughts
seek for utterance, do not give expression to them. Talk faith. Talk
of the grace of our Lord and Saviour, of His love and mercy, of the
beauty of His character. Let it become natural for the lips to give
utterance to precious, inspiring thoughts.—Letter 14, 1900.

Conversion of the Tongue—The tongue is an unruly member,
but it should not be so. It should be converted; for the talent of
speech is a very precious talent. Christ is ever ready to impart of His
riches, and we should gather the jewels that come from Him, that,
when we speak, these jewels may drop from our lips.—Testimonies
for the Church 6:173, 174.

A Means in the Advancement of His Kingdom—Speech is a
talent, and can be used to honor or dishonor God. We are accountable
for our use of the talent of words.... The talent of speech, of memory,
of property, all are to accumulate for the glory of God, to advance
His kingdom.—Letter 44, 1900.

[15]
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Chapter 2—Design for Communication

Words the Expression of Thought—Our words index the state
of our heart; and whether men talk much or little, their words ex-
press the character of their thoughts. A man’s character may be
quite accurately estimated by the nature of his conversation. Sound,
truthful words have the right ring in them.—Sons and Daughters of
God, 180.

Communication With God and Man—Speech is one of the
great gifts of God. It is the means by which the thoughts of the heart
are communicated. It is with the tongue that we offer prayer and
praise to God. With the tongue we convince and persuade. With the
tongue we comfort and bless, soothing the bruised, wounded soul.
With the tongue we may make known the wonders of the grace of
God. With the tongue also we may utter perverse things, speaking
words that sting like an adder.

The tongue is a little member, but the words it frames have great
power. The Lord declares, “The tongue can no man tame.” It has
set nation against nation, and has caused war and bloodshed. Words
have kindled fires that have been hard to quench. They have also
brought joy and gladness to many hearts. And when words are
spoken because God says, “Speak unto them My words,” they often
cause Sorrow unto repentance.

Of the unsanctified tongue the apostle James writes: “The tongue
1s a fire, a world of iniquity; so is the tongue among our members,
that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of
nature; and it is set on fire of hell.” Satan puts into the mind thoughts
which the Christian should never utter. The scornful retort, the
bitter, passionate utterance, the cruel, suspicious charge, are from
him. How many words are spoken that do only harm to those
who utter them and to those who hear! Hard words beat upon the
heart, awaking to life its worst passions. Those who do evil with
their tongues, who sow discord by selfish, jealous words, grieve the
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Holy Spirit; for they are working at cross-purposes with God.—The
Review and Herald, May 12, 1910.

A Power for Good—The apostle, seeing the inclination to abuse
the gift of speech, gives direction concerning its use. “Let no corrupt
communication proceed out of your mouth,” he says, “but that which
is good to the use of edifying.” The word “corrupt” means here any
word that would make an impression detrimental to holy principles
and undefiled religion, any communication that would eclipse the
view of Christ, and blot from the mind true sympathy and love.
It includes impure hints, which, unless instantly resisted, lead to
great sin. Upon everyone is laid the duty of barring the way against
corrupt communications....

Guard well the talent of speech; for it is a mighty power for evil
as well as for good. You cannot be too careful of what you say;
for the words you utter show what power is controlling the heart.
If Christ rules there, your words will reveal the beauty, purity, and
fragrance of a character molded and fashioned by His will. But if
you are under the guidance of the enemy of all good, your words
will echo his sentiments.

The great responsibility bound up in the use of the gift of speech
1s plainly made known by the Word of God. “By thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned,” Christ
declared. And the psalmist asks, “Lord, who shall abide in Thy
tabernacle? who shall dwell in Thy holy hill? He that walketh
uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his
heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his
neighbor, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor. In whose
eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoreth them that fear the
Lord. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. He that
putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the
innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved” [Psalm
15:1-5].

“Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile
[Psalm 34:13]. The wild beast of the forest may be tamed, “but
the tongue can no man tame” [James 3:8]. Only through Christ
can we gain the victory over the desire to speak hasty, unChristlike
words. When in His strength we refuse to give utterance to Satan’s
suggestions, the plant of bitterness in our hearts withers and dies.

29
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The Holy Spirit can make the tongue a savor of life unto life.—The
Review and Herald, May 12, 1910.

An Index of Character—Your words are an index of your char-
acter, and they will testify against you. Here we see the importance
of carefulness in the employment of speech. This talent is a great
power for good when it is used aright, but it is just as great a power
for evil when the words spoken are poisonous. If this talent is abused,
out of the heart proceed evil things. The words are either a savor of
life unto life or of death unto death....

Shall we not all, old and young, learn to converse in the language
that is spoken by those who are translated into God’s kingdom? Shall
not our words be such as will be heard with pleasure by our Heavenly
Father?

As those who claim to be Christians, we are under solemn obliga-
tions to reveal the truth of our profession by our words. The tongue
1s a little member, but what an amount of good it can do if the heart
is pure! If the heart is stored with good things, if it is stored with
Christlike tenderness, sympathy, and politeness, this will be shown
by the words spoken and the actions performed. The light shining
from the Word of God is our guide. Nothing so weakens a church as
a wrong use of the talent of speech. We dishonor our Leader when
our words are not such as should come from the lips of a Christian.

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it
1s God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good
pleasure” [Philippians 2:12, 13]. The quality of our works is shown
by our words. When our words and works harmonize in Christ, we
show that we are consecrated to God, perfecting holiness in His fear.
As we give ourselves, soul, body, and spirit, to Him, He works in us,
both to will and to do of His good pleasure.

The love of Christ in the heart is revealed by the expression of
praise. Those who are consecrated to God will show this by their
sanctified conversation. If their hearts are pure, their words will be
pure, showing an elevated principle working in a sanctified direction.
The mind will be absorbed in holy contemplation, and there will be
a sense of the presence of God.—The Review and Herald, January
18, 1898.

Means of Declaring God’s Love—Speech is a talent. Of all the
gifts bestowed on the human family, none should be more appreci-
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ated than the gift of speech. It is to be used to declare God’s wisdom
and wondrous love. Thus the treasures of His grace and wisdom are
to be communicated.—Counsels on Stewardship, 115.

Words Seasoned With Wisdom and Purity—By our words
we are to be justified or condemned. When in the final judgment we
stand before the tribunal of God, it is our words that will justify or
condemn us. Much more than we realize is involved in the matter
of speech Let your lips be touched with a live coal from the divine
altar. Utter only words of truth. Watch and pray, that your words and
deeds may ever confess Christ. Let your words be seasoned with
wisdom and purity.—Letter 283, 1904.

Impartation of Christ’s Grace—The riches of the grace of
Christ which He is ever ready to bestow upon us, we are to impart
in true, hopeful words. “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say,
Rejoice.” If we would guard our words, so that nothing but kindness
shall escape our lips, we will give evidence that we are preparing
to become members of the heavenly family. In words and works
we shall show forth the praises of Him who has called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light. Oh, what a reformative influence
would go forth if we as a people would value at its true worth the
talent of speech and its influence upon human souls!—.

Counsel, Encouragement, and Reproof—The talent of speech
was given to us that we might speak, not words of faultfinding, but
words of counsel, words of encouragement, words of reproof.—The
Review and Herald, July 20, 1905.

[22]
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Chapter 3—A Tool for Evangelism

Speech for Witnessing—God has given us the gift of speech
that we may recite to others His dealing with us, that His love and
compassion may touch other hearts, and that praise may arise from
other souls also to Him who has called them out of darkness into His
marvelous light. The Lord has said, “Ye are My witnesses” (Isaiah
43:10). But all who are called to be witnesses for Christ must learn
of Him, that they may be efficient witnesses. As children of the
heavenly King, they should educate themselves to bear testimony in
a clear, distinct voice, and in such a manner that no one may receive
the impression that they are reluctant to tell of the mercies of the
Lord.—Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, 243.

Communication of the Truth—The gospel of Christ is to be
proclaimed by the voice. With the talent of speech we are to com-
municate the truth as we have opportunity. It should ever be used in
God’s service.—The Review and Herald, September 12, 1899.

Correct Language and Cultivated Voices—Oh, that all might
search diligently to know what is truth, to study earnestly that they
might have correct language and cultivated voices, that they might
present the truth in all its elevated and ennobling beauty.—Funda-
mentals of Christian Education, 256.

A Channel for the Knowledge of God—The faculty of speech
1s a precious gift, and if the noblest of our faculties, reason, is set
to the task of knowing God, then the gift of speech may become a
means of grace to others, a channel through which the knowledge of
God may be communicated.—Letter 59, 1895.

The Way to Present Christ—God gave men eyes, that they
might behold wondrous things out of His law. He gave them the
hearing ear, that they might listen to His message, spoken by the
living preacher. He gave men the talent of speech, that they might
present Christ as the sin-pardoning Saviour. With the heart man
believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.—The Adventist Home, 401.

14
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Means of Exalting Sacred Themes—He who teaches the Word
of God should cultivate his powers of speech, that the sacred themes
upon which he dwells may be presented in the very best manner,
that the precious golden oil may cause his lamp to reflect clear and
distinct rays. The truth should lose none of its power and attractive
loveliness because of the channel through which it is communicated.
We should seek to cultivate the purest, highest, noblest qualifications,
that we may rightly represent the sacred, holy character of the work
and cause of God.—The Review and Herald, April 20, 1897.

The Advancement of His Glory—Your speech is a talent, given
you by God, not for your amusement, but for God’s service, to be
used for the advancement of His glory by being rightly employed.—
Letter 89, 1897.

A Power in the Winning of Souls—There is great pathos and
music in the human voice, and if the learner will make determined
efforts, he will acquire habits of talking and singing that will be to
him a power to win souls to Christ—Evangelism, 504.

Privilege of Speech—Christians are to be Christlike in their
earnest desire to save souls. They should regard it as the highest
honor to be enlisted in Christ’s army. They should thank God for
the privilege of using the talent of speech to win souls to Christ.
They should look upon no privilege as more precious than that of
imparting to others the knowledge they have received.—The Review
and Herald, December 24, 1901.

Salvation for Your Neighbors—Church members, let the light
shine forth. Let your voices be heard in humble prayer, in witness
against intemperance, the folly and the amusements of this world,
and in the proclamation of the truth for this time. Your voice, your
influence, your time—all these are gifts from God and are to be used
in winning souls to Christ.

Visit your neighbors and show an interest in the salvation of their
souls. Arouse every spiritual energy to action. Tell those whom
you visit that the end of all things is at hand. The Lord Jesus Christ
will open the door of their hearts and will make upon their minds
lasting impressions.... Your warm, fervent words will convince them
that you have found the Pearl of great price. Let your cheerful,
encouraging words show that you have certainly found the higher
way.—Testimonies for the Church 9:38.

[25]
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Purity of Language—As you seek to draw others within the
circle of His love, let the purity of your language, the unselfishness
of your service, the joyfulness of your demeanor, bear witness to
the power of His grace. Give to the world so pure and righteous a
representation of Him, that men shall behold Him in His beauty.—
The Ministry of Healing, 156.

Manner of Speaking a Representation of Christ—From the
light I have had, the ministry is a sacred and exalted office, and
those who accept this position should have Christ in their hearts
and manifest an earnest desire to represent Him worthily before the
people in all their acts, in their dress, in their speaking, and even
in their manner of speaking.—Testimonies for the Church 2:615.
(Italics supplied.)

God’s Mouthpiece—The messenger who bears the word of life
to a perishing world is bound to speak the truth. The Lord Jesus is by
his side, ready to enlarge the narrow confines of human knowledge,
that all may see that the teacher is presenting the gift of imperishable
wealth to all who will believe on Christ. There is power in Christ to
redeem the mental and moral character, and to mold the man after
the divine likeness.—The Review and Herald, July 19, 1898.

Need of Tact in Telling of the Saviour—Wherever we are, we
should watch for opportunities of speaking to others of the Saviour.
If we follow Christ’s example in doing good, hearts will open to us
as they did to Him. Not abruptly, but with tact born of divine love,
we can tell them of Him who is the “Chiefest among ten thousand”
and the One “altogether lovely.” This is the very highest work in
which we can employ the talent of speech. It was given to us that we
might present Christ as the sin-pardoning Saviour.—Christ’s Object
Lessons, 339.

Right Expression in Words of Truth—To learn to tell convinc-
ingly and impressively that which one knows is of especial value
to those who desire to be workers in the cause of God. The more
expression we can put into the words of truth, the more effective
these words will be on those who hear. A proper presentation of the
Lord’s truth is worthy of our highest effort.—Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, 217.

Hope to the Soul—He who is your neighbor is to be earnestly
sought for and labored for. Is he ignorant? Let your communication
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make him more intelligent. Is he downcast and discouraged? Let
your words speak hope to his soul.... By the influence of words
spoken from a heart full of love, the discouraged ones may become
trophies of grace—heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.—
The Review and Herald, February 16, 1897.

Thoughts Suggested by God—If you will only follow on to
know the Lord, and do His bidding, you will know by your experi-
ence that God will suggest thoughts to you as you attempt to speak
words to those who are around you, to restrain them from doing
wrong, and to point out to them the way of life.—Manuscript 61,
1907.

Tender Words, Not Harsh—Talk to souls in peril and get them
to behold Jesus upon the cross, dying to make it possible for Him to
pardon. Talk to the sinner with your own heart overflowing with the
tender, pitying love of Christ. Let there be deep earnestness; but not
a harsh, loud note should be heard from the one who is trying to win
the soul to look and live....

Christ crucified—talk it, pray it, sing it, and it will break and
win hearts. This is the power and wisdom of God to gather souls for
Christ. Formal, set phrases, the presentation of merely argumentative
subjects, 1s productive of little good.—Testimonies for the Church
6:67.

The Law of Kindness on Your Lips—Find access to the people
in whose neighborhood you live. As you tell them of the truth, use
words of Christlike sympathy.... Utter not one unkind word. Let
the love of Christ be in your hearts, the law of kindness on your
lips.—Testimonies for the Church 9:41.

Gentle Words As Still Showers—We need to have close com-
munion with God lest self rise up, as it did in Jehu, and we pour
forth a torrent of words that are unbefitting, that are not as dew, nor
as the still showers, which revive the withering plants. Let our words
be gentle as we seek to win souls. God will be wisdom to him who
seeks for wisdom from a divine source. We are to seek opportunities
on every hand. We are to watch unto prayer, and be ready always to
give an answer to everyone who asks a reason for the hope that is in
us. Lest we shall impress unfavorably one soul for whom Christ has
died, we should keep our hearts uplifted to God, so that when the
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opportunity presents itself, we may have the right word to speak at
the right time.—The Review and Herald, October 7, 1902.

Deeds Combined With Words—God desires that the bounties
He has freely given to His children be communicated to those who
do not possess so many temporal blessings. By this communication,
by the utterance of kindly words, accompanied with deeds of love,
those who work for God will find entrance to hearts, and win others
to Christ. This part of religion we are not to forget; “for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased.”—The Review and Herald, February
18, 1902.
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Chapter 4—Importance of Speech Education

Most Important Branch—The talent of speech is to be care-
fully studied and carefully guarded. This is the most important
branch of education, but one which is sadly neglected in all our
associations. The power to communicate to our associates may be a
great blessing or a great curse.—Manuscript 77, 1897.

Essential Subject for Our Schools—The education of the
speech must not be neglected in our schools. Those who go into
society with a desire and a determination to be as Christ commanded
them to be, will not condescend to unchristian conversation. They
will seek to represent Christ by their spirit and words.—The Review
and Herald, January 25, 1898.

Sanctified Conversation—The light given me by the word of
God is that the speech needs to be converted and sanctified. The
Lord requires that education should be given in the science of con-
versation. This faculty has been much abused and perverted. It has
not been held as a precious gift from God, to be used to glorify His
name. The words are a power for good or evil, a savor of life unto
life, or of death unto death. Choice words must be spoken by those
who would do service for Christ. Haphazard words, hasty, common
words, talking for the sake of talking, when silence would be better,
1s a sin. Those who are the most wordy exercise no wholesome in-
fluence upon the society in which they live and move. Bible religion
1s not to be boastfully paraded, but quietly practiced in good words
and works.—Manuscript 74, 1897.

Evil Speaking a Misdemeanor—Notice these words: “And let
the peace of God rule in your heart.” If you do this, a flood of words
that have in them no virtue or goodness, will not pour from your lips.
“To the which also ye are called in one body, and be ye thankful.
Let the word of God dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do

19

[30]

[31]


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.77%2C.1897
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_RH.January.25.1898
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_RH.January.25.1898
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.74%2C.1897

[32]

20 The Voice in Speech and Song

in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God and the Father by Him.”

This is the education we need in our schools. The hasty, reckless
use of the faculty of speech lies at the foundation of nearly all the
church troubles that exist. Evilspeaking should be dealt with as
a misdemeanor that is subject to church trial and separation from
church membership if persisted in; for the church cannot be set in
order in any other way.—Manuscript 74, 1897.

Science of Conversation As Related to the Study of God’s
Word—Our education in regard to the science of conversation will
be in every way improved if we make the Word of God our study.
This branch of education has been woefully neglected. Many receive
diplomas from colleges who have not earned them by gaining an all-
round education. Teachers and pupils are apt to skip the important
matter of the education of speech. For want of training in this line,
students lose much. They go from school to be deficient all through
their life experience.—Manuscript 74, 1897.
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Chapter 5S—The Role of Parents

Home a School for Speech Culture—It is the work of parents
to train their children to proper habits of speech. The very best
school for this culture is the home life. From the earliest years the
children should be taught to speak respectfully and lovingly to their
parents and to one another. They should be taught that only words
of gentleness, truth, and purity must pass their lips. Let the parents
themselves be daily learners in the school of Christ. Then by precept
and example they can teach their children the use of “sound speech,
that cannot be condemned.” Titus 2:8. This is one of the greatest
and most responsible of their duties.—Christ’s Object Lessons, 337,
338.

The Parents’ Part and God’s Part—Fathers and mothers, you
have a solemn work to do. The eternal salvation of your children
depends upon your course of action. How will you successfully
educate your children? Not by scolding, for it will do no good. Talk
to your children as if you had confidence in their intelligence. Deal
with them kindly, tenderly, lovingly. Tell them what God would
have them do. Tell them that God would have them educated and
trained to be laborers together with Him. When you act your part,
you can trust the Lord to act His part.—Child Guidance, 33.

The Teaching of Correct Speech Habits—Instruction is to be
constantly given to encourage the children in the formation of cor-
rect habits in speech, in voice, in deportment.—Fundamentals of
Christian Education, 267.

Sunshine or Shadows—It is important that children and youth
should be trained to guard their words and deeds; for their course
of action causes sunshine or shadow, not only in their own home,
but also with all with whom they come in contact.—The Adventist
Home, 437.

Organs of Speech a Living Machinery—One of the finest and
most elevating branches of education is that of knowing how to
address members of the household, that the influence of the words
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spoken will be pure and incorruptible. The proper conversation of a
Christian 1s that which will enable him to interchange ideas. Loud-
voiced words, that help and bless no one, might better be changed
for words of good, elevated, enlightened common sense. This line of
work is the greatest missionary enterprise in which any Christian can
engage. Those who use the organs of speech as the living machinery
of God, become living stones in His temple, emitting light and
knowledge.

The warnings and instruction of the Word of God are least heeded
on the subject of speech. If students would live according to the
Bible rule, the glory of God would be their aim in the exercise of
the God-given faculty of speech. They would diligently educate
the tongue, so that it would not utter strange and perverse things.
Thus they would indeed be overcomers in this exercise, which it
1s so difficult to practice. Great advancement would be made in
garrisoning the citadel of the soul, that Satan should not enter to take
possession.—Manuscript 74, 1897.
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Chapter 6—The Role of Teachers

A Message of Eternal Import—Every Christian is called to
make known to others the unsearchable riches of Christ; therefore
he should seek for perfection in speech. He should present the Word
of God in a way that will commend it to the hearers. God does not
design that His human channels shall be uncouth. It is not His will
that man shall belittle or degrade the heavenly current that flows
through him to the world.

We should look to Jesus, the perfect Pattern; we should pray for
the aid of the Holy Spirit, and in His strength we should seek to train
every organ for perfect work.

Especially is this true of those who are called to public service.
Every minister and every teacher should bear in mind that he is
giving to the people a message that involves eternal interests. The
truth spoken will judge them in the great day of final reckoning.
And with some souls the manner of the one delivering the message
will determine its reception or rejection. Then let the word be so
spoken that it will appeal to the understanding and impress the heart.
Slowly, distinctly, and solemnly should it be spoken, yet with all
the earnestness which its importance demands.—Christ’s Object
Lessons, 336.

Obedience to God’s Word—In every line of instruction, teach-
ers are to seek to impart light from the Word of God, and to show the
importance of obedience to a “Thus saith the Lord.” The education
should be such that the students will make right principles the guide
of every action. This is the education that will abide through the
eternal ages.—Fundamentals of Christian Education, 516.

The Cleansed Life an Effective Example—The teacher whose
soul is stayed upon Christ will speak and act like a Christian. Such
a one will not be satisfied until the truth cleanses his life from every
unessential thing. He will not be satisfied unless his mind is day
by day molded by the holy influences of the Spirit of God. Then
Christ can speak to the heart, and His voice, saying, “This is the
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way; walk ye in it,” will be heard and obeyed.—Fundamentals of
Christian Education, 526.

Encouraging Words—Show sympathy and tenderness in deal-
ing with your pupils. Reveal the love of God. Let the words you
speak be kind and encouraging. Then as you work for your students,
what a transformation will be wrought in the characters of those
who have not been properly trained in the home! The Lord can
make even youthful teachers channels for the revealing of His grace,
if they will consecrate themselves to Him.—Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, 152.

Force and Enthusiasm—The teacher should constantly aim at
simplicity and effectiveness. He should teach largely by illustration,
and even in dealing with older pupils should be careful to make
every explanation plain and clear. Many pupils well advanced in
years are but children in understanding.

An important element in educational work is enthusiasm. On
this point there is a useful suggestion in a remark once made by a
celebrated actor. The archbishop of Canterbury had put to him the
question why actors in a play affect their audiences so powerfully by
speaking of things imaginary, while ministers of the gospel often af-
fect theirs so little by speaking of things real. “With due submission
to your grace,” replied the actor, “permit me to say that the reason is
plain: It lies in the power of enthusiasm. We on the stage speak of
things imaginary as if they were real, and you in the pulpit speak of
things real as if they were imaginary.”

The teacher in his work is dealing with things real, and he should
speak of them with all the force and enthusiasm which a knowledge
of their reality and importance can inspire.—Education, 233.

A Few Words, Not Long Speeches—Those who instruct chil-
dren should avoid tedious remarks. Short remarks and to the point
will have a happy influence. If much is to be said, make up for
briefness by frequency. A few words of interest now and then will
be more beneficial than to have it all at once. Long speeches burden
the small minds of children. Too much talk will lead them to loathe
even spiritual instruction, just as overeating burdens the stomach
and lessens the appetite, leading even to a loathing of food. The
minds of the people may be glutted with too much speechifying.
Labor for the church, but especially for the youth, should be line
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upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, and there a little. Give
minds time to digest the truths you feed them. Children must be
drawn toward heaven, not rashly, but very gently—Testimonies for
the Church 2:420.

Every Word Distinctly Spoken—The teacher of truth is to take
heed how he presents the truth. He is to speak every word plainly
and distinctly, with that earnest conviction which carries conviction
to hearts. If the words spoken are crowded upon each other, the
impression that should be made is lost. The talent of speech needs
to be cultivated, that the truth be spoken not excitedly, but slowly
and distinctly, that not a syllable may be lost.—The Southern Work,
October 27, 1903.

Correct Use of Language—One of the most essential qualifi-
cations of a teacher is the ability to speak and read distinctly and
forcibly. He who knows how to use the English language fluently
and correctly can exert a far greater influence than one who is unable
to express his thoughts readily and clearly—Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, 216.

Intelligent Articulation—The teacher should cultivate his pow-
ers, cultivate his speech so as to speak distinctly, giving intelligent
articulation.—Counsels on Sabbath School Work, 97.

Simplicity of Christ’s Words—The Pharisees scoffed at Christ;
they criticized the simplicity of His language, which was so plain that
the child, the aged, the common people heard Him gladly, and were
charmed by His words. The Sadducees also derided Him because
His discourses were so unlike anything delivered by their rulers and
scribes. Those Jewish teachers spoke in monotonous tones, and
the plainest and most precious scriptures were made uninteresting
and unintelligible, buried under such a mass of tradition and learned
lore that after the rabbis had spoken, the people knew less of the
meaning of the Scriptures than before they listened. There were
many souls starving for the Bread of Life, and Jesus fed them with
pure, simple truth. In His teaching He drew illustrations from the
things of nature and the common transactions of life, with which
they were familiar. Thus the truth became to them a living reality;
the scenes of nature and the affairs of daily life were ever repeating to
them the Saviour’s precious teachings. Christ’s manner of teaching
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was just what He desires His servants to follow.—Fundamentals of
Christian Education, 242, 243.

Kindness in Reproof—Let the teacher bring peace and love and
cheerfulness into his work. Let him not allow himself to become
angry or provoked. The Lord is looking upon him with intense
interest, to see if he is being molded by the divine Teacher.

The child who loses his self-control is far more excusable than
the teacher who allows himself to become angry and impatient.
When a stern reproof is to be given, it may still be given in kindness.
Let the teacher beware of making the child stubborn by speaking to
him harshly. Let him follow every correction with drops of the oil
of kindness. He should never forget that he is dealing with Christ in
the person of one of Christ’s little ones.

Let it be a settled maxim that in all school discipline, faithfulness
and love are to reign. When a student is corrected in such a way
that he 1s not made to feel that the teacher desires to humiliate him,
love for the teacher springs up in his heart.—Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, 212.
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Chapter 7—Students and Speech

Speech As Influenced by the Truth Within—If students will
have the moral courage to live the truth day by day, its sanctifying
power will have a wonderful influence on their speech. They may
make some alteration in their ways and manners, but no fruit is
produced until the speech is sanctified. They may hear the truth, but
they will make no decided change unless they eat the Word of God.
Until the truth becomes a part of them, they may assent to it till it is
opposed, but they show by their speech that the Word is not to them
the bread of life. God has given to everyone the opportunity and
privilege of becoming a partaker of the divine nature, thus becoming
one with Jesus Christ. But many show by their words that they do
not feed on Jesus Christ, and therefore they cannot shine, they cannot
communicate that which is not their meat and drink. Their use of
the talent of speech shows that they have gathered only chaff.—
Manuscript 74, 1897.

Cultivation of the Voice—Young men and women, has God
placed in your hearts a desire to do service for Him? Then by all
means cultivate the voice to the utmost of your ability, so that you
can make plain the precious truth to others. Do not fall into the
habit of praying so indistinctly and in so low a tone that your prayers
need an interpreter. Pray simply, but clearly and distinctly. To let
the voice sink so low that it cannot be heard, is no evidence of
humility.—Gospel Workers, 89.

Power to Communicate—The extent of a Christian’s useful-
ness is measured by his power to communicate that which he has
received, and which has become experience to him. Education falls
short if students do not obtain a knowledge of how to use the faculty
of speech, and how to use to the best advantage the education they
have obtained. The youth are to commence when young to learn the
proper manner of speech.—Manuscript 74, 1897.

Thorough Training in Correct Language—If your students,
besides studying God’s Word, learn no more than how to use cor-

27

[42]

[43]


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.74%2C.1897
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_GW.89.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.74%2C.1897

[44]

[45]

28 The Voice in Speech and Song

rectly the English language in reading, writing, and speaking, a
great work will have been accomplished. Those who are trained for
service in the Lord’s cause should be taught how to talk properly in
ordinary conversation and before congregations. Many a laborer’s
usefulness is marred by his ignorance in regard to correct breathing
and clear, forcible speaking. Many have not learned to give the right
emphasis to the words they read and speak. Often the enunciation is
indistinct. A thorough training in the use of the English language is
of far more value to a youth than a superficial study of foreign lan-
guages, to the neglect of his mother tongue.—Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, 207, 208.

Reading and Speaking With Ease—A great injury is often
done our young men by permitting them to commence to preach
when they have not sufficient knowledge of the Scriptures to rep-
resent our faith in an intelligent manner. Some who enter the field
are mere novices in the Scriptures. In other things also they are
incompetent and inefficient. They cannot read the Scriptures without
hesitating, miscalling words, and jumbling them together in such a
manner that the Word of God is abused. Those who are not qualified
to present the truth in a proper manner need not be perplexed with re-
gard to their duty. Their place is that of learners, not teachers. Young
men who wish to prepare for the ministry are greatly benefited by
attending our college; but advantages are still needed that they may
be qualified to become acceptable speakers. A teacher should be
employed to educate the youth to speak without wearing the vocal
organs. The manners also should receive attention.—Testimonies
for the Church 4:405, 406.

Perfection of Speech and Voice—The teachers in our schools
should not tolerate in the students ungainly attitudes and uncouth
gestures, wrong intonations in reading, or incorrect accents or em-
phasis. Perfection of speech and voice should be urged upon every
student. Because of carelessness and bad training, habits are often
contracted which are great hindrances in the work of a minister who
has otherwise educated talent. The student must be impressed that he
has it in his power, by combining grace with effort, to make himself
a man. The mental and physical capabilities with which God has
adorned him may by cultivation and painstaking effort become a
power to benefit his fellow men.—Evangelism, 668, 669.
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Need of Improving Tones of the Voice—Students, God has
given you the talent of speech. He desires you to improve this talent.
You can improve the tones of the voice. Be determined to make
yourself, through the grace of God, as perfect as possible. If you
are correct in speech and action, those who associate with you will
be blessed by the association. Those who are hasty and impetuous
in speech say a great many things they will not wish to meet in the
judgment.

Do not let a word fall from your lips that will stir up strife in
another heart. God desires your words to be of such a character
that they will bring sunshine instead of gloom, harmony instead of
animosity.—Manuscript 65, 1901.

Ability to Speak Plainly—Unless students who are preparing
for work in the cause of God are trained to speak in a clear, straight-
forward manner, they will be shorn of half their influence for good.
Whatever his calling is to be, the student should learn to control
the voice. The ability to speak plainly and distinctly, in full, round
tones, is invaluable in any line of work, and it is indispensable to
those who desire to become ministers, evangelists, Bible workers,
or canvassers.—Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, 217.

Watchfulness of Manner, Tone, and Language—The work-
man for God should make earnest efforts to become a representative
of Christ, discarding all uncomely gestures and uncouth speech.
He should endeavor to use correct language. There is a large class
who are careless in the way they speak, yet by careful, painstaking
attention these may become representatives of the truth. Every day
they should make advancement. They should not detract from their
usefulness and influence by cherishing defects of manner, tone, or
language. Common, cheap expressions should be replaced by sound,
pure words. By constant watchfulness and earnest discipline the
Christian youth may keep his tongue from evil and his lips from
speaking guile.

We should be careful not to give an incorrect pronunciation of
our words. There are men among us who in theory know better
than to use incorrect language, yet who in practice make frequent
mistakes.—Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, 238, 239.

Speaking With Respect to All—The talent of speech is a very
precious talent, and should in no case be perverted. The tongue
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1s an unruly member, but it should not be so. That member which
1s improperly used in profane speech should be converted to utter
praise to God. If all the students would make decided efforts to
change their mode of thinking, of speaking, and of acting, in the
family circle restraining all words that are not kind and courteous,
and speaking with respect to all; if they would bear in mind that they
are here preparing to become members of the family in heaven, what
a reformatory influence would go forth from every home! ..

The natural inclinations followed will work out in inconsistencies
of conduct, in wrong speech, in disregard of God’s Word, in profane
language, in the thoughts.—Manuscript 77, 1897.

Scale of Usefulness—The young men and women who join the
church should have a special education in the work for which they
are adapted. But if one continues to choose a low, common train of
conversation, receive him not as a worker. He will do more than can
be counteracted to spoil the other workers.... The words, the spirit,
the attitude, determine the scale of usefulness.—The Review and
Herald, March 22, 1898.
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Chapter 8—The Influence of Words

Tongue Control by Divine Grace—My brethren and sisters,
how are you employing the gift of speech? Have you learned so to
control the tongue that it shall ever obey the dictates of an enlight-
ened conscience and holy affections? Is your conversation free from
levity, pride and malice, deceit and impurity? Are you without guile
before God? Words exert a telling power. Satan will, if possible,
keep the tongue active in his service. Of ourselves we cannot control
the unruly member. Divine grace is our only hope.—Testimonies
for the Church 5:175.

An Influence to Balance Souls—Words spoken in season, how
good are they! How much strength a word of hope, courage, and
determination in a right course will give one who is inclined to slide
into habits that are demoralizing! The firm purpose you may possess
in carrying out good principles will have an influence to balance
souls in the right direction.—Messages to Young People, 125.

Choice of Words in Light of the Judgment—If you cherish
a habitual impression that God sees and hears all that you do and
say, and keeps a faithful record of all your words and actions, and
that you must meet it all, then in all you do and say you will seek
to follow the dictates of an enlightened and wakeful conscience.
Your tongue will be used to the glory of God and will be a source of
blessing to yourself and to others. But if you separate from God, as
you have been doing, take heed lest your tongue shall prove a world
of iniquity and bring upon you fearful condemnation; for souls will
be lost through you.—Testimonies for the Church 4:244.

Links in the Chain of Human Events—You may think that
what you do or say is of little consequence, when the most important
results for good or evil are the consequence of our words and actions.
The words and actions looked upon as so small and unimportant
are links in the long chain of human events.—Testimonies for the
Church 3:542.
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Christ’s Way—God’s servants in this age have been given most
solemn truths to proclaim, and their actions and methods and plans
must correspond to the importance of their message. If you are
presenting the word in Christ’s way, your audience will be deeply
impressed with the truths you teach. The conviction will come to
them that this is the word of the living God.—Testimonies for the
Church 9:143.

Importance of Every Word—Every uttered word exerts an in-
fluence, every action involves a train of responsibility. No one can
live to himself in this world, even if he would. Each one forms a part
of the great web of humanity, and through our individual threads of
influence, we are linked to the universe. Christ used His influence
to draw men to God, and He has left us an example of the way in
which we should speak and act. A person who is molded by the
Spirit of God will know how to speak a “word in season to him
that is weary,” and will realize the highest human blessedness—the
joy of imparting to others the precious treasures of the wisdom and
grace of Christ. But those who permit themselves to be controlled
by the enemy of all good will speak words which should never be
uttered.—The Review and Herald, February 16, 1897.

Impress of Every Word and Act—“We are laborers together
with God.” 1 Corinthians 3:9. He will use you and me and each hu-
man being who enters His service, if we will submit to His guidance.
Each one is to stand in his watchtower, listening attentively to that
which the Spirit has to say to him, remembering that his every word
and act makes an impression, not only on his own character, but on
the characters of those with whom he is connected.—Testimonies
for the Church 8:172.

Words of Love—Our duty is to live in the atmosphere of Christ’s
love, to breathe His love deeply, and to reflect its warmth around
us. Oh, what a sphere of influence is open before us! How carefully
we should cultivate the garden of the soul, so that it may bring forth
only pure, sweet, fragrant flowers! Words of love, tenderness, and
charity sanctify our influence over others.—Our High Calling, 175.

A Savor of Life or Death—The words we utter today in the
ears of the people, the works we are doing, the spirit of the message
we are bearing, will be a savor of life unto life or of death unto
death.—Testimonies for the Church 5:716.
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Blessing or Curse—Day by day we are sowing seeds for the
future harvest. We cannot be too careful of the seed we sow by our
words. Often words are carelessly spoken and forgotten, but these
words, for good or ill, will bring forth a harvest. Sow one unkind,
harsh word, and this seed, finding soil in the minds of the hearers,
will spring up to bear fruit after its kind. Sow one seed in loving,
gentle, Christlike words, and it will bring you rich returns. Let us
guard ourselves, lest we speak words that are not a blessing, but a
curse.—Our High Calling, 294.

Which Controlling Power?—You cannot be too careful of what
you say, for the words you utter show what power is controlling
your mind and heart. If Christ rules in your heart, your words will
reveal the purity, beauty, and fragrance of a character molded and
fashioned by His will. But since his fall, Satan has been an accuser
of the brethren, and you must be on guard lest you reveal the same
spirit.—Mind, Character, and Personality 2:579, 580.

Effective Living and Speaking—By the calmness of our con-
versation we can bear good witness for Him [God]. Correct living
and correct speaking have a greater influence for good than all the
sermons that can be preached.—Manuscript 65, 1901.

Righteous words and deeds have a more powerful influence for
good than all the sermons that can be preached.—My Life Today,
114.

Judicious Conversation—Judicious conversation and right ac-
tions exert an influence which is a power in the right direction. But
generally those who talk most are those who do the least deep,
earnest thinking, the least work for the Master. They think that by
talking they can make up for their deficiencies. But it is doers of the
Word that are justified before God.—Manuscript 53, 1899.

Connection Between Our Hearts and Our Words—We shall
reveal what is in our hearts by the words we speak. The connection
between the heart and the words of our mouth is very intimate,
and by our words we shall be individually judged in the last day....
Our thoughts produce our words, and our words react upon our
thoughts.—Letter 16a, 1895.

An Indication of Character—The words are more than an in-
dication of character; they have power to react on the character.
Men are influenced by their own words. Often under a momentary
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impulse, prompted by Satan, they give utterance to jealousy or evil
surmising, expressing that which they do not really believe; but
the expression reacts on the thoughts. They are deceived by their
words and come to believe that true which was spoken at Satan’s
instigation. Having once expressed an opinion or decision, they are
often too proud to retract it, and try to prove themselves in the right,
until they come to believe that they are.

It is dangerous to utter a word of doubt, dangerous to question
and criticize divine light. The habit of careless and irreverent criti-
cism reacts upon the character in fostering irreverence and unbelief.
Many a man indulging this habit has gone on unconscious of dan-
ger until he was ready to criticize and reject the work of the Holy
Spirit.—The Desire of Ages, 323.

Influence Outside the Church—The professed followers of
Christ should realize that the influence of their words and acts not
only has a bearing upon themselves, but extends outside the church.
If they could see the mischief wrought by their careless words, the
repetition of vague reports, the unjust censures, there would be far
less talking and more praying when Christians assemble together.—
The Review and Herald, October 19, 1886.

Impact on Nonbelievers—The life, the words, and the deport-
ment are the most forcible argument, the most solemn appeal, to the
careless, irreverent, and skeptical. Let the life and character be the
strong argument for Christianity; then men will be compelled to take
knowledge of you that you have been with Jesus and have learned
of Him.—Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, 478.

Influence Even After Death—There are few who realize how
far-reaching is the influence of their words and acts. How often
the errors of parents produce the most disastrous effects upon their
children and children’s children, long after the actors themselves
have been laid in the grave. Everyone is exerting an influence upon
others, and will be held accountable for the result of that influence.
Words and actions have a telling power, and the long hereafter will
show the effect of our life here. The impression made by our words
and deeds will surely react upon ourselves in blessing or in cursing.
This thought gives an awful solemnity to life, and should draw us
to God in humble prayer that He will guide us by His wisdom.—
Patriarchs and Prophets, 556.
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A Thoughtless Word, a Soul’s Eternal Destiny—Let none
venture to speak lightly of the cautions given by those whose duty it
is to guard their moral and spiritual welfare. The words may seem
to be of little consequence, producing only a momentary impres-
sion on the minds of the hearers. But this is not all. In many cases
these words find a response in the unsanctified hearts of youth who
have never submitted to caution or restraint. The influence of a
thoughtless word may affect a soul’s eternal destiny. Every person
is exerting an influence upon the lives of others.—Testimonies for
the Church 4:654.

Words Fitly Spoken—The world is indeed full of hurry, and
of pride, selfishness, avarice, and violence; and it may seem to us
that it is a waste of time and breath to be ever in season and out of
season, and on all occasions to hold ourselves in readiness to speak
words that are gentle, pure, elevating, chaste, and holy, in the face
of the whirlwind of confusion, bustle, and strife. And yet words fitly
spoken, coming from sanctified hearts and lips, and sustained by a
godly, consistent Christian deportment, will be as apples of gold in
pictures of silver....

You are not to wait for great occasions, or to expect extraordinary
abilities, before you work in earnest for God. You need not have a
thought of what the world will think of you. If your intercourse with
them and your godly conversation are a living testimony to them of
the purity and sincerity of your faith, and they are convinced that
you desire to benefit them, your words will not be wholly lost upon
them, but will be productive of good.—Testimonies for the Church
3:247.

Behavior Consistent With Words—If we desire to reform oth-
ers we must ourselves practice the principles which we would en-
force upon them. Words, however good, will be powerless if contra-
dicted by the daily life. Ministers of Christ, I admonish you: “Take
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine.” Do not excuse sins in
yourselves which you reprove in others. If you preach on meekness
and love, let these graces be exemplified in your own life. If you
urge others to be kind, courteous, and attentive at home, let your

own example give force to your admonitions.—Testimonies for the
Church 5:160.
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Denial of Christ by Evil Speaking—He who would confess
Christ must have Christ abiding in him. He cannot communicate
that which he has not received. The disciples might speak fluently
on doctrines, they might repeat the words of Christ Himself; but
unless they possessed Christlike meekness and love, they were not
confessing Him. A spirit contrary to the spirit of Christ would deny
Him, whatever the profession. Men may deny Christ by evilspeaking,
by foolish talking, by words that are untruthful or unkind.—The
Desire of Ages, 357.

The Cause of Nine-Tenths of Church Difficulties—Unchrist-
like speech lies at the foundation of nine-tenths of all the difficulties
that exist in the church. Satan’s agents are industriously trying to get
professed Christians to speak unadvisedly. When they succeed, Sa-
tan exults, because God’s followers have hurt their influence.—The
Review and Herald, November 24, 1904.

Disparaging Remarks—Many today feel at liberty to use the
talent of speech recklessly, without thinking of the influence their
words will have upon others. The Lord sends His messages by whom
He will, and those who make disparaging remarks of the messengers
and the message need to remember that they would speak in the
same way of Christ if He should come to them as He came to the
Jews, with a message that did not suit their unrenewed hearts. Those
who use their speech to mimic the one who is speaking the words
of God are charged with having done this to Christ; for it is done to
Him in the person of His saints.—The Review and Herald, January
18, 1898.

Influence of Angry Words—Oh, that those who are proclaim-
ing the most solemn message ever given to the world would realize
how greatly their influence is weakened when they are suspicious of
their brethren, when they allow angry words to pass their lips! The
displeasure of God rests upon everyone who speaks harsh, unkind
words.—The Review and Herald, July 21, 1903.

Confidence in Brethren—By sowing evil in the minds of the
weak, who have no vital connection with God, by telling them how
little confidence you have in others, you tear away the hold their
brethren have on them, because you destroy their confidence in them.
But do not allow the enemy so to use your tongue; for at the day
of final reckoning, God will call you to give an account of your
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words. Do not exert an influence that will break the hold of any
trembling soul from God. Even though you are not treated as you
think you should be, do not allow the root of bitterness to spring
up; for thereby many will be defiled. By your words you may cause
others to become suspicious.—The Review and Herald, August 24,
1897.

Ruin of the Weak in the Faith—Do not allow the devil to use
your tongue and your voice to ruin those weak in the faith; for at the
day of final reckoning God will call upon you to give an account of
your work.—The S.D.A. Bible Commentary 3:1161.

Permanent Effect of Foolish Words—As professed Christians,
we should consider the influence our words have upon those with
whom we come into association, whether they are believers or unbe-
lievers. Our words are watched, and mischief is done by thoughtless
utterances. No after association with believers or unbelievers will
wholly counteract the unfavorable influence of thoughtless, foolish
words. Our words evidence the manner of food upon which the soul
feeds.—The S.D.A. Bible Commentary 3:1159, 1160.

Power of Example—When a crisis comes in the life of any soul,
and you attempt to give counsel or admonition, your words will have
only the weight of influence for good that your own example and
spirit have gained for you.—Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing,
127.
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Chapter 9—Persuasion Through Speech

Sanctified Speech the Greatest Blessing—Of all the gifts
which God has given to man, none is more noble or a greater blessing
than the gift of speech, if it is sanctified by the Holy Spirit. It is with
the tongue we convince and persuade; with it we offer prayer and
praise to God; and with it we convey rich thoughts of the Redeemer’s
love.—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 316, 317.

Peace in the Heart—We should show by our daily lives that
we have peace and rest in God. His peace in the heart will shine
forth in the countenance. It will give to the voice a persuasive power.
Communion with God will impart a moral elevation to the character
and to the entire course of action.—Testimonies for the Church 6:47.

Kindly, Cheerful Approach—Approach the people in a persua-
sive, kindly manner, full of cheerfulness and love for Christ.... No
human tongue can express the preciousness of the ministration of the
Word and the Holy Spirit. No human expression can portray to the fi-
nite mind the value of understanding and by living faith receiving the
blessing that is given as Jesus of Nazareth passes by—Evangelism,
444.

Persuasion for Soul Winning—The power of persuasion is a
wonderful gift. It means much to those who would win souls to
Christ.—Letter 32, 1911.

Power of the Personal Experience—When one has received
the truth in the love of it, he will make this manifest in the persuasion
of his manner and the tones of his voice. He makes known that
which he himself has heard, seen, and handled of the word of life,
that others may have fellowship with him through the knowledge
of Christ. His testimony, from lips touched with a live coal from
off the altar, is truth to the receptive heart, and works sanctification
upon the character—The Desire of Ages, 142.

Love and Sympathy—The most persuasive eloquence is the
word that is spoken in love and sympathy. Such words will bring
light to confused minds and hope to the discouraged, brightening
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the prospect before them. The time in which we live calls for vital,
sanctified energy; for earnestness, zeal, and the tenderest sympathy
and love; for words that will not increase misery, but will inspire
faith and hope. We are homeward bound, seeking a better country,
even an heavenly. Instead of speaking words which will rankle in the
breasts of those that hear, shall we not speak of the love wherewith
God hath loved us? Shall we not try to lighten the hearts of those
around us by words of Christlike sympathy?—Our High Calling,
295.

A Reservoir of Persuasion—A conscience void of offense to-
ward God and man, a heart that feels the tenderest sympathy for
human beings, especially that they may be won for Christ, will have
the attributes that Christ had. All such will be imbued with His
Spirit. They will have a reservoir of persuasion and a storehouse of
simple eloquence.—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers,
120.

Weight of Evidence—God is presenting to the minds of men
divinely appointed precious gems of truth, appropriate for our time.
God has rescued these truths from the companionship of error, and
has placed them in their proper framework. When these truths are
given their rightful position in God’s great plan, when they are pre-
sented intelligently and earnestly, and with reverential awe, by the
Lord’s servants, many will conscientiously believe because of the
weight of evidence, without waiting for every supposed difficulty
which may suggest itself to their minds, to be removed.—Evange-
lism, 122.

Greatest Rebuke to Error—People cannot be expected to see
at once the advantage of truth over the error they have cherished.
The best way to expose the fallacy of error is to present the evidences
of truth. This is the greatest rebuke that can be given to error. Dispel
the cloud of darkness resting on minds by reflecting the bright light
of the Sun of Righteousness.—Evangelism, 170.

Reasoning From the Scriptures—It is not excitement we wish
to create, but deep, earnest consideration, that those who hear shall
do solid work, real, sound, genuine work that will be enduring as
eternity. We hunger not for excitement, for the sensational; the less
we have of this, the better. The calm, earnest reasoning from the
Scriptures is precious and fruitful. Here is the secret of success,
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in preaching a living personal Saviour in so simple and earnest a
manner that the people may be able to lay hold by faith of the power
of the Word of life.—Evangelism, 170.

One Point at a Time—While the teacher of truth should be
faithful in presenting the gospel, let him never pour out a mass of
matter which the people cannot comprehend because it is new to
them and hard to understand. Take one point at a time, and make
that one point plain, speaking slowly and in a distinct voice. Speak
in such a way that the people shall see what is the relation of that
one point to other truths of vital importance.—Evangelism, 202.

The Sabbath School Worker—Sabbath school worker, which
will you meet, the standard of Christ or that of the world? Oh, will
you say, “I will lift the cross and follow Jesus”? Will you not cul-
tivate His tenderness in persuasion, His earnestness in exhortation,
and exemplify the exalted principles of the truth, manifesting in life
and character what the religion of Christ has done for you? Shall
we not all heed the exhortation of the apostle, “Put ye on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts
thereof”?—Counsels on Sabbath School Work, 95.

The Message, Not the Man—The minister who has learned
of Christ will ever be conscious that he is a messenger of God,
commissioned by Him to do a work both for time and eternity. It
should not be any part of his object to call attention to himself,
his learning, or his ability. But his whole aim should be to bring
sinners to repentance, pointing them, both by precept and example,
to the Lamb of God 