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A Word of Explanation

When Ellen White died in 1915, she left her manuscripts and
letters in the custody of a small group of ministers and administrators
in the Seventh-day Adventist Church whom she had appointed to
serve as Trustees of her estate. As the years passed, these Trustees
and their successors became increasingly aware of the potential use-
fulness to the church of this gold mine of unpublished materials.
Procedures were developed whereby church entities, or even indi-
viduals, could request the “release” of specified excerpts from Ellen
White’s writings for use in books, articles, class lectures, or sermons.
For details of the release process the reader is referred to the preface
to Manuscript Releases, vol. 1.

As in the earlier volumes, materials currently available elsewhere
in published form have not been included in the present volume. In a
few cases materials under consideration and assigned a release num-
ber were not processed. And the number was not reassigned. Until
1983, only the excerpts requested for public use were “released.”
Starting with manuscript release No. 970, the White Estate began
“releasing” entire letters or manuscripts, so far as possible, even if
only particular paragraphs were requested.

Copy for this volume has been sent to the publisher camera-ready,
which means that any typographical mistakes or other inaccuracies
which may appear are the responsibility of the White Estate, not the
publisher.

We take pleasure in making these materials available in this
form, and trust that the counsels, warnings, and principles put forth
by the author will bring a blessing to every reader.

The Trustees of the
Ellen G. White Estate.

Washington, D.C.
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MR No. 526—Health Reform and the Bible

Read to the hands employed in the Office verses sixteen to
twenty-seven of the first chapter of James; for here is contained
God’s great remedy for the diseases of the body and soul. It is God’s
health reform prescription. The whole chapter is a practical one. I
advise all to follow the instruction; for if they take heed to it day by
day, they will triumph at last with the overcomers.

The second chapter of James also presents these health principles.
Let the lessons of these two chapters be brought into the daily life.—
Letter 26, 1907, pp. 2, 3. (To W. D. Salisbury, February 5, 1907.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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[2]

MR No. 527—The Home School

I read from the second epistle of Peter: “Simon Peter, a servant
and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like pre-
cious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ: grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, according as His divine
power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and god-
liness, through the knowledge of Him that hath called us to glory
and virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”

This scripture is full of instruction for those who are engaged in
educational work for our youth. Our brethren in positions of respon-
sibility should give special study to the management of matters in
connection with the establishment of new schools for the training
of our children, in order that the youth may surrounded by circum-
stances the most favorable for the formation of a character strong
enough to withstand the evils of this world.

After the descendants of Abraham had spent many years in Egyp-
tian servitude, God raised up Moses to deliver them from their op-
pressors. In order to induce the Egyptians to heed the message given
to them through Moses, God brought upon them many plagues. But
they continued to harden their hearts. Because of their stubborn
resistance, Moses was at last directed to say to Pharaoh, “Thus saith
the Lord, Israel is My son, even My firstborn; and I say unto thee,
Let My son go, that he may serve Me. And if thou refuse to let him
go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn.”

Before Egypt was visited by this terrible judgment, the word
of the Lord came to the fathers and mothers among the Israelites,
directing them to gather their children with them into the house,
there to remain until the destroying angel had passed over the land.
“Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw
out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the

10



MR No. 527—The Home School 11

passover. And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the
blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side-posts
with the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go out
at the door of his house until the morning. For the Lord will pass
through to smite the Egyptians, and when He seeth the blood upon
the lintel, and on the two side-posts, the Lord will pass over the
door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses
to smite you.”

“The children of Israel ... did as the Lord had commanded Moses
and Aaron.”

“It came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn
in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his
throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon:
and all the firstborn of cattle.” God passed over the homes of the
Israelites. Upon the children of the parents who were faithful in
gathering their little ones within the home, no judgment fell.

This experience of the Israelites is a wonderful lesson for us
today. In this time of peril, God-fearing parents, like the fathers
and mothers of ancient Israel, should understand the will of the
Lord concerning themselves and their children. In planning for the
education of their children outside the home, they should realize that
it is not safe now to send them to public schools. Parents should
endeavor to send their children to schools where they can obtain
an education based on a scriptural foundation—an education to be
gained gradually, line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little,
and there a little.

Some may ask, “How are such schools to be established?” We
are not a rich people, but if we pray in faith, and let the Lord work in
our behalf, He will open ways before us to establish small schools in
retired places for the education of our youth not only in the Scriptures
and in book-learning, but in many lines of manual labor.

The necessity for establishing such schools is urged upon me
very strongly because of the cruel neglect of many parents properly
to educate their children in the home school. Multitudes of fathers
and mothers have seemed to think that if the lines of control were
put into the hands of their children, they would develop into useful
young men and young women. But the Lord has instructed me in
regard to this matter. In the visions of the night I saw standing by

[4]
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the side of these neglected children the one who was cast out of the
heavenly courts because he originated sin. He, the enemy of souls,
was standing by, watching for opportunities to gain control of the
mind of every child whose parents had not given faithful instruction
in regard to Satan’s snares.

Upon every Christian parent there rests the solemn obligation
of giving to his children an education that will lead them to gain
a knowledge of the Lord, and to become partakers of the divine
nature through obedience to God’s will and way. A child’s first
school should be his home. His first instructors should be his father
and his mother. His first lessons should be the lessons of respect,
obedience, reverence, and self-control. If he is not instructed aright
by his parents, Satan will instruct him in evil through agencies that
are most objectionable. How important, then, is the school in the
home! Here the character is first shaped. Here the destiny of souls
is often largely influenced. Even the parents who are endeavoring to
do their best, have not a hundredth part of the realization they should
have of the value of a human soul.

The school in the home should be a place where children are
taught that the eye of God is upon them, observing all that they do.
If this thought were deeply impressed upon the mind, the work of
governing children would be made much easier. In the home-school
our boys and girls are being prepared to attend a church-school
when they reach a proper age to associate more intimately with other
children. Constantly parents should keep this in view, realizing that
their children are God’s purchased little ones, to be trained for lives
of usefulness in the Master’s service and for a home in the future,
eternal world. The father and the mother, as teachers in the home-
school, should consecrate hands, tongue, brain, and every power of
the being to God, in order that they may fulfill their high and holy
mission.

To shield their children from contaminating influences, parents
should instruct them in principles of purity. Those who form the
habit of obedience and self-control in the home-life will have but
little difficulty in school-life, and, if surrounded by Christian influ-
ences, will escape many temptations that usually beset the youth. Let
us train our children so that they will remain true to God under all
circumstances and in all places. In their tender years let us surround
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them with influences that will tend to strengthen character.

Parents who give their children proper instruction at home, will
train them to obey their teachers at school. And, unless surrounded
by unusual circumstances, they will, in time, see the necessity of
sending their children to some school outside the home. This school
may be simply a church-school, or it may be an intermediate school
or a large training-school. I am pleased to learn that here in Southern
California you have established a school at Fernando, and that it will
be opened in about a week. I am glad that the Lord has wrought for
you in providing a place for the education of your children.

A few days ago I had the privilege of seeing the buildings and
the surroundings of the Fernando school. My time was very limited,
but I was thankful for the opportunity of visiting the school-grounds.
I am glad that you are several miles away from the city of Los
Angeles. You have good buildings, and are in a favorable place for
school work. I greatly desire that you shall make a right beginning.
In planning for the erection of cottages for our brethren and sisters
who may move there, be careful not to allow buildings to be put up
too near the school property. Try to secure the land lying near the
school, so that it will be impossible for houses to be built close to
the campus. The land may be used for agricultural purposes. Later
on, you may find it advisable to introduce various trades for the
employment and training of the students; but at present about all
that you can do is to teach them how to cultivate the land, so that it
shall yield its fruit.—Manuscript 54, 1903, 1-4. (“The Work of Our
Fernando School,” Remarks, September 17, 1902.)

Released May 20, 1977.

[7]


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.54%2C.1903

[8]

[9]

MR No. 528—Evangelism and the Husbanding of
Conference Funds

My soul is burdened and distressed, because of the way in which
the work of our cause in has in some respects been managed
for the past three years. It has been laid out before me that there has
been a lack of spiritual discernment....

The men composing the Conference Committee should be men
of ability. They are called by God to take their place in the work, ...
to build up the cause of God in right lines.

It should not be the chief consideration of conference officers to
collect and save up money, for then the real work of the conference,
the salvation of souls, will become a matter of secondary impor-
tance. Our people should never be permitted to lose sight of a world
shrouded in darkness, waiting for the light of the gospel message.

What a change would have been seen in this conference, if all
its laborers, with truly converted hearts, had worked with zeal and
sanctified ability! Men and women would have been converted to
the truth through the preaching of the Word, and these would have
reached out for others. Many souls would have been converted, and
these new converts would have brought additional revenue to the
cause of God in their tithes and offerings.

The character of the economy which has often been revealed in
the effort to save up means, is an offense to God. He says, “The
gold and the silver is Mine.” Religious and spiritual interests must
not be narrowed down and subordinated to the accumulation of
means in the conference treasury, that the officers may stand high
in the estimation of the people as good financiers. The Lord looks
beneath the surface to the outcome, and He does not approve of such
financiering.—Manuscript 17, 1908. (“The Work in California,”
February 15, 1908.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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[10]

[11]

MR No. 530—*“Surface Religion”’-Will It Stand the
Test?

Keep your soul in the love of God, and make straight paths
for your feet, lest the lame be turned out of the way. Keep your
taper kindled from the divine altar, and then let your light shine to
others. Let your confidence be wholly in the Lord. Learn meekness
and lowliness of heart. You need to put your entire trust in Jesus
Christ. He is the only safe Teacher. The great question now is the
salvation of the soul. If you walk with Christ, you learn wisdom by
communion with him, as did Enoch.

It is the privilege of every soul to reach the highest standard.
Stop at no low standard in your experience. Beware of admitting any
worldly or selfish motives whatever in the settlement of the great
question between God and your soul. The Lord requires all that
there is of you through constant improvement of every talent, that
you may make a success in the formation of Christian character. By
faith let the Holy Spirit instruct you, that you may not only receive
but impart the heavenly grace.

All is to be surrendered to Christ. There must be no reservation.
God expects more of us than we give him. It is an insult to Jehovah
to claim to be Christians and yet speak and act as worldlings. We
cannot yield the smallest place to worldly policy. We need to be
sanctified every hour through the belief of the truth. It is not safe
for one day to neglect putting on the Lord Jesus Christ. We can
make no compromise. We want not to make extra efforts for a more
tasteful development of Christianity. We want Christ formed within,
the hope of glory.

Catch the divine rays of light from Christ, and you need not
try to shine; for you will reflect his image, which is formed within.
You cannot help shining. Others will see the Christ side of the
character revealed. There is a great deal of rough work to do, but the
grace of Christ will be revealed in spirit, in speech, in experience.
The salvation of souls is the grand object to be kept before us, and

16



MR No. 530—“Surface Religion”-Will It Stand the Test? 17

mental and spiritual improvement will be seen in all our ways, habits,
and practices. They will be fragrant with the atmosphere which
surrounds Jesus Christ. We all have now, and ever have had, the
sympathies of the divine intelligences. Heavenly beings cooperate
with us in the battle as we advance against fallen angels and fallen
men to press the battle into new territories, even where Satan’s seat
is.

Young men who have little experience in the self-denial that
Christ practiced, will be constantly urging the necessity of a more
tasteful development of Christianity than we are wont to meet with,
even among those who have long known the truth. I agree that there
1s need of sanctified refinement. There is need of an emptying of
self and an opening of the heart to an abiding Christ. But my heart
has been much pained by the introduction among us of certain forms
that ape worldly customs and fashions. In connection with the most
precious sentiments of truth there is brought in an outside polish,
a regard for that which is called taste, which has little of the true
element which works by love and sanctifies the soul. That quality
of refinement which is but an outside polish and which is esteemed
by the world is of little value with God. In everyday life we must
have an abiding Christ, who is working constantly to conform all
our attributes to the image of the divine.

That surface religion talked of so glibly by the tongue that prates
of the beautiful, I have learned the value of to my sorrow. Many
who with flippant words are ever ready to speak of elevation and
refinement do not act as though they had any practical knowledge of
that which their tongues express. Their poetical religion is not the
religion that will stand test and trial. I have learned to my sorrow
that they have little respect for true Christlike piety, little desire for
the sanctification of the Spirit of God unto true holiness. To exalt a
theory which will exalt self is their great ambition. To conform to
the divine plan does not suit their frothy ideas.

O what deceptions are upon those who are looking for the beau-
tiful and poetic in their speculations. They hear not the voice of the
One who gave his life to self-denial, to humiliation, to suffering and
a cruel, ignominious death to make it possible for human beings to
keep the law of God. They can do this only by heeding the invitation,
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will

[12]
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give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:29, 30.)
These are the lessons the great Teacher has given us. We are to take
his yoke of submission, restraint, and obedience, in meekness and
lowliness of heart. Those who yoke up with Christ will find rest and
peace.

Exhibitions of self, strife for the supremacy, putting the false
in the place of the true, will be developed in a certain class. In
theory they represent the God of the beautiful, the divine author of
the material world. They observe the beautiful representations in
his operations and plans, and they weave into poems a sentimen-
talism that tells for nothing in making their own character-building
symmetrical. Their work is not in harmony with the plan of God
for fitting men to unite with the angelic family and to become chil-
dren of the heavenly King. All these soaring ideas God counts as
nothingness. There is a supposed inspiration which is modified by
hereditary taste and by education and temperament.

Let us hear what Christ has to say. “Whosoever will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”
(Mark 8:24.) To follow in the footsteps of Christ is to practice true
godliness. All who are partakers with Christ of his humiliation and
self-sacrifice will be constantly learning how to lay upon the founda-
tion stone gold, silver, precious stones, not the material represented
as wood, hay, and stubble, which will perish in the fire of the last
days. We want true sanctification, true wholeness to God. We would
not encourage the soaring element in the make up of character, but
we would encourage true solidity. What is the chaff to the wheat?
The world is not to be saved through the divine songs and melodies
of even the angelic host in heaven. These angels have their ap-
pointed work to do on earth. They find a world in gross darkness as
to what constitutes sin, which is the transgression of the law of God.
Darkness, vice, deception, prevarication, dishonesty, exist among
those who profess godliness. And there is a call made, “Lift up thy
voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and
the house of Jacob their sins. Yet they seek me daily, ... as a nation
that did righteousness and forsook not the ordinance of their God.”
(Isaiah 58:1.)
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What have God’s people to learn? “Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God.” (1 Peter 5:6.) “Draw nigh to God,
and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and
purify your hearts, ye doubleminded.” (James 4:8.) There is work,
solid work, to be done for every soul that shall stand in the great day
of the Lord. “Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new creature:
old things are passed away, behold, all things are become new.” (2
Corinthians 5:17.)

The one in whose heart the grace of Christ abides is daily under-
going a transformation of character. He is preparing for the higher
school, where all characters blend in a perfect whole. The divine
harmonies of the heavenly intelligences would be out of place in the
world. They would not be understood. For the world knoweth not
God nor Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. Sin and violence are in the
land. In transgression of the law of God, fallen men with their sinful
tempers, appetites, tastes, and attributes have arrayed themselves
in hostility to God. They resemble the inhabitants of the Noachian
world.

He who would be an effective co-worker with God in his broad
vineyard must do most diligent, earnest, hard work; he must meet
the people where they are. If they will not come to the gospel feast
to which the call of Christ invites them, then God’s messengers must
accommodate themselves to the circumstances, and bear the message
to them in house to house labor, thus extending their ministry to the
highways and by ways, giving the last message to the world.—Letter
164, 1899. (To Edson and Emma White, October 20, 1899.)

Released May 20, 1977.

[14]


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.1.Peter.5.6
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.James.4.8
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.2.Corinthians.5.17
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.2.Corinthians.5.17
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.164%2C.1899
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.164%2C.1899

[15]

[16]

MR No. 531—L.etter to Lucinda Hall

It is five o’clock. I improve this opportunity while the yet name-
less one is asleep. (Send him a name.) He needs much attention.
Never did I miss you as now. We have had Addie Jones to help us
but I should wish to be delivered from such help. She is just good
for nothing; shall not keep her after this week. I employed her that
Jenny might be released to take care of me and tend the baby; but
instead of that Jenny did the washing and I was left without help
until about four o’clock, and felt almost crazy with weakness. I told
her to tell Jenny I must have help. She said to her, “Sister White
says she will want you this afternoon.” That night I could not sleep
and Monday was very weak and could not sleep Monday night.

Sister Kellogg came for me yesterday and took baby and me
home with her and we spent the day; had a good visit. Last night I
rested, yet my back is weak and I am so lame I cannot get around
much. I went upstairs once on my knees to get these things together
for the poor. Czechowski is quite poor and we shall send a box to
them in about four weeks. Mr. Warren’s little girl is dead; died with
croup very suddenly. They had no little chemise to lay her out in;
got one of Mary Loughborough. The family, we find, are destitute
of almost everything. They must have help or suffer this winter. Dr.
King is near his end; can live but a few weeks.

Lucinda, I found a pair of shoes in the “Poor” box. Do you know
whom they are from, so as to credit them to the giver? And there
1s a bundle of clothing—a small petticoat, a shirt, nightdress and a
few such articles. Do you know who from? They must have been
handed in when I was sick.

We have heard from James often. He is somewhat encouraged
and thinks much of Brother Snook and Brother Hull.

Lucinda, had I seen how much I needed just such a girl as you
with me this winter I should have made a strong plea for you to stay,
but there you are at home and nothing, I suppose, will tempt you
to leave it, I don’t blame you, but I miss you so much I sometimes
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wish you had never come! I have a long cry now and then, and it
does me good; I feel better afterwards.

My babe is a fat, healthy fellow, and takes all my strength to tend
him. He is as large as a child three months old.

I can’t endure to see things all in confusion about the house.
Jenny does all she can, but she can’t do everything around the house
and tend baby too. I wish I were with you but this cannot be. Sister
Benedict has taken a class in Sabbath School—your class. Brother
Frisbie has moved back to the Creek.

We have had earnest seasons of prayer that the Lord would in-
crease my strength. Do pray for me. I need help. I need strength.

We send love to you and all your family. In haste, (Signed) Ellen
G. White.

[P.S.] No sewing done since you left.—Letter 18, 1860. (To
Lucinda Hall, November 2, 1860.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 532—Preparation of Testimonies for the
Church, Volume 9

Just now we are very busy. We are finishing up Ministry of
Healing, which is now in the printer’s hands, and are making an
effort to prepare matter for Testimony IX.—Letter 73, 1905, p. 8.
(To Brother and Sister Kress, February 1, 1905.)

Of late, I have not thought it advisable for me to undertake to
speak, fearing that the exertion might unfit me for the necessary
work in closing up the book, Ministry of Healing, and the collection
of material in regard to the Southern field. In hope that the Ministry
of Healing and the next volume of the 7estimonies may soon be in
circulation.—Letter 87, 1905, p. 1. (To Brother and Sister Haskell,
February 25, 1905.)

I would be pleased could I visit you in San Diego at this season
of the year, but my time is fully employed in the preparation of
Ministry of Healing and some matter pertinent to the Southern Field
that is to be published in the next volume of the Testimonies. I hope
that when these books come out, some of the burden I now feel can
be laid aside.—Letter 85, 1905, p. 1. (To Sister Gotzian, February
26, 1905.)

I am very busy reading the proofs of Ministry of Healing, and
the matter that is to go into the next Testimony regarding the work
for the colored people of the Southern States.—Letter 89, 1905. (To
Brother Ballenger, March 1, 1905.)

I am now looking over my diaries and copies of letters written
for several years back, commencing before I went to Europe, before
you [Mabel] were born. I have the most precious matter to reproduce
and place before the people in testimony form. While I am able
to do this work, the people must have these things to revive past
history, that they may see that there is one straight chain of truth,
without one heretical sentence, in that which I have written.—Letter
329a, 1905, pp. 1, 2. (To Mabel White, November 16, 1905.)
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All through the day I have important writings to examine. I find
so much that ought to come before the people, and we are trying
to prepare these writings as fast as possible. At times my eyes are
severely taxed, but no one but myself can do this first work, to judge
of their importance, and to decide which should come before the
people.—Letter 292, 1908, p. 1. (To J. E. White, October 5, 1908.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 534—FEllen White’s Rides in Automobiles

A Brother Crocker of Los Angeles brought Sara and Minnie
Hawkins and myself out in his automobile. The camp-meeting has
been extended for another week.—Letter 240, 1908, p. 2. (To S. N.
Haskell, August 16, 1908.)

I understand that you have an automobile that you desire to place
where it will be of service in the Lord’s work. I know of no place
where it could render greater service than at the Paradise Valley
Sanitarium. This institution is situated six miles from the city, and
an automobile would furnish a convenient and pleasant means of
transportation for our workers and for the patients.

If an automobile were owned by the Sanitarium, it should be
cared for and operated by men who are capable and trustworthy.
Otherwise it might be unsafe, and might involve large expense to
the institution. But if proper caution is observed, an automobile
would be a blessing to the Paradise Valley Sanitarium, and if you
feel impressed to present your machine to the institution, it would
be greatly appreciated by the managers, and also by the patients.—
Letter 118, 1909, p. 1. (To James Morrow, June 24, 1909.)

A week ago yesterday I spoke in the church in Los Angeles, and
the house was crowded to its utmost capacity. I wish a picture could
have been drawn of the crowd. That crowded congregation was the
most agreeable sight I have ever looked upon, and everything was
in order. Every receptacle for flowers was removed. Every seat that
could be crowded in was occupied. There was not one crying voice
of a child, and the pleasant, happy faces were a sight that brought
joy to my heart and did my soul good. The sisters, as far as I could
see, removed their hats, and what a pleasure it was to view their
countenances. I had good freedom in speaking.

At the close of the service, a brother brought us back to the
Glendale Sanitarium in his automobile. Out of the kindness of his
heart, this brother had thus accommodated us. I could but think that
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a blessing would rest upon him for the kindness he showed to us.
We had the utmost confidence in his skill in managing his machine.
When we were seated in the automobile, ready to return to
Glendale, not a few colored sisters pressed about the conveyance
to see and speak with me. They expressed their appreciation of
the discourse. Cheerfulness and happiness was expressed in their
countenances, and it was a scene of cheerful parting. I shall long
remember that interesting meeting, and the stillness and peacefulness
expressed in the countenances of both white and colored people.—
Letter 36, 1910, p. 2. (To Edson and Emma White, April 3, 1910.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 535—Secretarial Work in the SDA Church

In connection with my work Dores, has reported my sermons,
and has helped on my book work. Clarence Crisler has also engaged
in this line of work. This work will continue to be done by Brother
Crisler and also by Dores Robinson.—Letter 340, 1908, pp. 2, 3.
(To S. N. Haskell, December 9, 1908.)

Sister Helen Graham has been with us for several years. She is
W. C. White’s stenographer, and is excellent help in the office....

Miss Mary Steward is one of my staff workers. In the office each
worker has a separate room, for in almost every room a typewriter
1s being run.—Letter 356, 1908, pp. 1, 2. (To Marion Stowell-
Crawford, December 13, 1908.)

You are acquainted with the workers in the office. These are
Clarence Crisler, Dores Robinson, Miss Steward, Miss Hawkins, and
Miss Graham. I find Miss Steward an excellent worker. I can talk
freely with her at any time. She lives close by in the little cottage,
for which she pays five dollars a month rent. Minnie Hawkins is
also a good worker.—Letter 18, 1909, p. 1. (To Edson and Emma
White, typed January 13, 1901.)

I wish to write words that shall remove from the minds of any of
my brethren the impression that I did not, before their publication,
read the pages in Testimony for the Church, volume nine.... My
discourses are reported, and what I write by hand is copied out
by faithful helpers. Before any of this matter is printed, it is read
over and closely examined by me.—Letter 94, 1910, pp. 1, 2. (To
William Duce, July 12, 1910.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 536—Debating and the Ministry

I was led from room to room occupied by our brethren at that
meeting [the 1888 G.C. Session at Minneapolis], and heard that of
which every one will one day be terribly ashamed, if it is not until the
judgment, when every work will appear in its true light. In the room
occupied by you there was a Witness, and in the rooms of others
there was a Witness to every remark made,—the ungodly jest, the
satire, the sarcasm, the wit; the Lord God of heaven was displeased
with you, and with every one who shared in the merriment, and in
the hard, unimpressible spirit. An influence was exerted that was
Satanic. Some souls will be lost in consequence.—Letter 61, 1893,
pp- 3, 4. (To Elder I. D. Van Horn, January 20, 1893.)

The enemies of the truth know that they have not strong argu-
ments to sustain their position; therefore they will try the mettle
of the one who presents the truth. In the position where you are
placed to vindicate the truth, keep self out of sight, make no boast
of knowledge, place your feet upon the Word, the eternal Word of
truth. Make no reference to any sly thrusts of your opponent. Do
not manifest a spirit of retaliation. But ever maintain the gentleness
of Christ. Put on Christ. Your physical infirmities urge you to hasty
feelings and hasty words, which give your opponent an advantage.
Abide in Christ. For the truth’s sake, for Christ’s sake, preserve the
dignity, the elevated and ennobling character of the truth. Your zeal
will need to be controlled by the Holy Spirit of God, lest it quicken
into impatience as you see the Scriptures wrested and fables and
human assertions presented as truth. Men who know that they have
the truth can have power only as they present the truth as it is in
Jesus....

Dwell as little as possible upon your opponents’ objections, but
press in the truth, new and convincing, arguments to cut away and
undermine error. Keep your own spirit ever calm, even against
personal abuse. Never retaliate. Let the spirit of kindness, Christian
courtesy, rule your every action. The Holy Spirit will help your
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infirmities. People will pass judgment upon the men. Those in error
have learned that their strength is to maintain self-control, while the
fires of hell may be stirring every fiber of the being.

Your opponent will say words which will irritate a sensitive mind.
Pass these by unheeded. Do not once forget that you are speaking
for God’s truth. Your spirit, if kept gentle under provocation, will
speak louder than any force of argument. Do not imperil the truth
by an unwise word. Remember how, when provoked, Moses once
spoke unadvisedly, and dishonored God. You need larger experience
as a student in the school of Christ, in copying His meekness and
lowliness.—Letter 9a, 1894, pp. 2, 4. (To Elder J. O. Corliss,
December 8, 1894.)

We are praying for you that the Lord may give you largely of
His Holy Spirit, and that as His human agent you may represent the
likeness of Christ’s character, by manifesting the practical power of
the truth in the manner in which you treat your opponent. Give him
not the least semblance of an excuse to become irritated over any
personal thrusts that may be given in the debate. On this occasion
you are representing the Author of truth. You are to show that the
truth is sacred, and not to be made a scourge to those who oppose it.
In handling the words of the infinite God, you are not to manifest a
sharp, cruel spirit. The Lord will be your teacher and enable you to
carry the controversy through with Christ-like dignity. Your oppo-
nent will seek to make the truth appear unimportant, but to many he
will not be successful in this design. You are Christ’s instrumentality,
and should clothe your words with sacred, reverential dignity. This
attitude will not be without effect on human minds.—Letter 113,
1894, pp. 2, 3. (To Elder J. O. Corliss, December 16, 1894.)

They [J. O. Corliss’s opponents] were resolved at all hazards to
stir you up, and make capital of your hastily uttered words; for they
wanted to find occasion against you. The desire on their part for a
discussion was not a desire to obtain light, but to evade the light and
to confuse those who were ignorant of the Scriptures.—Letter 21a,
1895, p. 2. (To Elder J. O. Corliss, August 20, 1895.)

Unless we know that we have a commission from on high, we
are to refuse to enter into controversy with any one, because this is
not our work.—Letter 96, 1900, pp. 1, 2. (To Elder and Mrs. S. N.
Haskell, July 5, 1900.)
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MR No. 537—Work and Study in SDA Schools

I have received instruction in regard to the college at Berrien
Springs. The Lord said, If these, My servants, will walk humbly
with contrite hearts, and will obey My voice, heeding the light I have
given, [ will grant them favor in the sight of men. I will not endorse
the words of discouragement uttered by some of our leading men.

The Lord instructed me that some connected with the institution
would not see the necessity of uniting agricultural work with the
instruction given in the school. In all our educational institutions
physical and mental work should have been combined. In vigorous
physical exercise, the animal passions find a healthy outlet and
are kept in proper bounds. Healthful exercise in the open air will
strengthen the muscles, encourage a proper circulation of blood,
help to preserve the body from disease, and will be a great help
in spirituality. For many years it has been presented to me that
teachers and students should unite in this work. This was done
anciently in the schools of the prophets.—Manuscript 40, 1903, 11.
(“Perseverance in the Work of God,” typed May 4, 1903.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 538—Our Responsibility to Encourage
Others

If the doctor [J. H. Kellogg] fails in doing his duty and being an
overcomer at last, those brethren who failed in their want of wisdom
and discernment to help the man when and where he needed their
help, will be in a large measure responsible.—Letter 21, 1888, p.
16. (To G. I. Butler, October 14, 1888.)

If ever a people have need of clearer and increased light from
heaven, it is the people whom God has made the repository of His
law. The men to whom God has committed sacred trusts need to
be spiritualized, elevated, vitalized by the sacred truth they profess
to believe. When the history of our cause and work reveals that
men who have occupied positions of sacred trust, who have been
teachers of the truth to others, are found unfaithful and turn away
from the holy commandment delivered unto them, what carefulness
should it lead us to! What distrust of self! How it should strip
us of self-sufficiency and spiritual pride! What humble views we
should have of our wisdom and our own insufficiency! How we
should sense the fact that we are kept by the power of God through
faith!—Manuscript 16, 1889, 5, 6. (“The Discernment of Truth,”
circa January, 1889.)

This was a precious day to our souls, a season long to be re-
membered, never, never to be forgotten. Praise and thanksgiving
ascended from the hearts and lips of many to the glory of God.
“Whoso offereth praise glorifieth God.” The Lord would have His
people a bright, cheerful, gladsome people, light-bearers to the
world. Light, precious light, represents the cheerfulness and happi-
ness which should be reflected to the world.—Manuscript 29, 1890,
8, 9. (Diary, November 20, 1890.)

Be of good courage in the Lord. He has wrought for you in the
past, and He will continue to prepare the way before you. I cannot
but feel assured that you have found the very place [Berrien Springs]
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in which to begin your school work.—Letter 89, 1901, p. 1. (To P.
T. Magan and E. A. Sutherland, July 21, 1901.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 540—Ellen White and Her Son Edson

Last night I visited Edson. Went to his house at seven and there
remained until half past nine o’clock. I talked with him plainly but
kindly, but his feelings were very strong that he had been misused.
No mercy had been shown him when he left the office, although he
had acknowledged his wrong. I saw that he was making no headway
and we bowed in prayer.

I felt from the first fastened with entreaty and earnest pleading
upon God. Still no break. I prayed over Edson, but his heart seemed
unbroken. I then decided to spend the night in prayer for our help
could come from God alone. I had prayed five times and Edson
four, he coming a little nearer the point every time. The last time he
broke all to pieces. He made an entire surrender to God and such
earnest pleadings and entreaties I have seldom heard. He then prayed
again and again, and seemed to be in agony of spirit, confessing his
wrongs, broken in spirit, his tears freely mingled with his prayers.

The room seemed to be lighted up with the presence of God.
Edson then prayed for Emma. He got his arm around her and made
his prayer to God with his resolves that they would seek God daily
and earnestly watch against the temptations of Satan. He put his
arms around me and talked and prayed and wept. Salvation indeed
had come to that house. He then accompanied [me] home. I did not
sleep much last night and feel worn this morning, but very thankful
that we broke through the cloud of darkness last night and obtained
the victory. I was determined not to give over the struggle till victory
came. I never saw Edson so deeply exercised before and so sensible
to his danger and weakness. But it did seem that I must succumb to
the powers of darkness. I have spent many hours in prayer to God
for Edson before I visited him.... The Spirit of God filled the room
where we were. It was indeed a light place.—Letter 1, 1876, pp. 1,
2. (To James White, March 31, 1876.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 541—The Covenants

Under the new covenant, the conditions by which eternal life
may be gained are the same as under the old. The conditions are, and
ever have been, based on perfect obedience. Under the old covenant,
there were many offenses of a daring, presumptuous character, for
which there was no atonement specified by law. In the new and
better covenant, Christ has fulfilled the law for the transgressors of
law, if they receive Him by faith as a personal Saviour. “As many
as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of
God.” (John 1:12.) Mercy and forgiveness are the reward of all who
come to Christ trusting in His merits to take away their sins. We are
cleansed from sin by the blood of Christ Jesus our Saviour.—Letter
216, 1906, p. 2. (To “Dear Brother in Christ Jesus,” July 2, 1906.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 542—Beauty in the Ellen White Writings

Who is it that has given us all the things that are beautiful in
nature? It is the Creator of heaven and earth that has done this....

Such scenes as we have on this ground cheer my heart and I want
to know how many of us look upon the lofty things of nature and
then return thanks to the God of nature? Do we see in the things
of earthliness the hand of the Creator? It is the Christian that can
set the true value upon everything that God has given us on this
earth. Every flower and every shrub, everything beautiful in nature
calls our mind away from nature to nature’s God. Who gave that
beautiful flower its tint, its color? It was our heavenly Father. And
you can teach your children that here is an expression of the love
of God to fallen man. You can look upon the beautiful things of
nature, blighted now by the load of the curse, and they represent
but feebly the joys that are to come. You visit the most beautiful
places on earth and delight yourself in them, and yet, “eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, ... the things which God had prepared for them
that love Him!” (1 Corinthians 2:9.) How many there are that do
not think of those things that God has given us. Now, if we could
readily appreciate these blessings, then we would always be happy,
but there is an enemy who is always working against us, so that the
praise and gratitude which should flow forth from our lips is often
withheld.—Manuscript 17, 1887, 1, 3, 4. (“Practical Godliness,”
June 11, 1887.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 544—How Inspiration Operated

I write all that the Lord gives me to write.—Letter 52, 1906, p.
9. (To Brother and Sister Farnsworth, January 29, 1906.)

Your work has been represented to me in figures. You were
passing round to a company a vessel filled with most beautiful fruit.
But as you offered them this fruit, you spoke words so harsh, and
your attitude was so forbidding, that no one would accept it. Then
Another came to the same company, and offered them the same fruit.
And so courteous and pleasant were His words and manner as He
spoke of the desirability of the fruit, that the vessel was emptied.—
Letter 164, 1902, p. 1. (To A. T. Jones, September, 1902.)

In the night season I was in a council meeting where the brethren
were discussing the matter of the Sanitarium in Los Angeles. One
of the brethren presented the advantages of establishing the sanitar-
ium in the city of Los Angeles. Then One of Authority arose and
presented the matter with clearness and force.—Letter 40, 1902, p.
3. (To J. E. White, March 18, 1902.)

I was [in vision] in a room where a number were assembled in
council. Brother E. R. Palmer was presenting the idea that small,
local presses were not needful, and were run at great expense. He
said that he thought that all our bookmaking should be done by one
publishing house, at one place, and thus save expense.

There was present One of Authority. After making some in-
quiries, He said, “These smaller printing offices can be managed in
a way that will make them a help to the work of God, if sufficient
attention is given to them. In the past, great lack of principle has
been brought into the management of our book work, and this expe-
rience will be repeated unless men’s hearts are thoroughly converted,
thoroughly changed.—Letter 162, 1902. (To “Dear Brethren,” typed,
October 20, 1902.)

Were I to go to the [General] Conference [Session], I should be
compelled to take positions that would cut some to the quick. It
greatly hurts me to do this, and it is a long time before I recover
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from the strain that such an experience brings on me.—Letter 17,
1903, p. 3. (To Jesse Arthur, January 14, 1903.)

In the last vision given me your case was presented before me....

From what has been shown me you are a transgressor of the
seventh commandment. How then can your mind be in harmony
with the precious Word of God, truths which cut you at every turn?
If you had been betrayed into this folly unwittingly it would be more
excusable, but you have not. You have been warned. You have been
reproved and counseled....

My soul is stirred within me.... I will not varnish over your case.
You are in a fearful state and you need to be entirely transformed.—
Letter 52, 1876, pp. 1, 7. (To a prominent SDA minister, circa
1876.)

I am trying to catch the very words and expressions that were
made in reference to this matter, and as my pen hesitates a moment,
the appropriate words come to my mind.—Letter 123, 1904, p. 10.
(To J. E. White, March 29, 1904.)

I want every jot and tittle of my strength to reproduce the rep-
resentations the Lord has given me, and to make them as vivid as
possible while I can do so.—Letter 325, 1905, p. 2. (To Brother and
Sister J. A. Burden, December 10, 1905.)

The messages that God has given me have been communicated
to His people both by word of mouth and in printed form. Thus my
work has been made doubly sure. I am instructed that the Lord, by
His infinite power, has preserved the right hand of His messenger for
more than half a century, in order that the truth may be written out
as He bids me write it for publication, in periodicals and books.—
Letter 136, 1906, p. 3. (To G. 1. Butler, A. G. Daniells, and G. A.
Irwin, April 27, 1906.)

I am to trace this testimony on paper, that should I fall asleep
in Jesus, the witness to the truth might still be borne.—Letter 116,
1905, p. 3. (To J. H. Kellogg, April 22, 1905.)

The meeting on Sunday afternoon was attended by many of the
citizens of Battle Creek. They paid the best of attention. At this
meeting [ had opportunity to state decidedly that my views have not
changed. The blessing of the Lord rested upon many of those who
heard the words spoken. I said: You may be anxious to know what
Mrs. White believes. You have heard her speak many times....


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.17%2C.1903
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.17%2C.1903
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.52%2C.1876
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.123%2C.1904
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.325%2C.1905
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.136%2C.1906
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.116%2C.1905
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.116%2C.1905

MR No. 544—How Inspiration Operated 41

She has the same service to do for the Master that she had when
she addressed the people of Battle Creek years ago. She receives
lessons from the same Instructor. The directions given her are,
“Write the messages that I give you, that the people may have them.”
These messages have been written as God has given them to me.—
Letter 39, 1905, pp. 1, 2. (To Brother and Sister Belden, January 30,
1905.)

The Bible must be your counselor. Study it, and the Testimonies
God has given; for they never contradict His word.—Letter 106,
1907, p. 1. (To Sister Rasmussen, March 19, 1907.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 545—Ellen White’s Practice Regarding
Meat Eating

Over thirty years ago I was often in great weakness.... It was
thought that flesh-meat would give me vitality, and this was, there-
fore, my principal article of diet. But, instead of gaining strength, I
grew weaker and weaker.... Light came to me, showing me the in-
jury men and women were doing to the mental, moral, and physical
faculties by the use of flesh-meat....

I at once cut meat out of my bill of fare. After that I was at times
placed where I was compelled to eat a little meat. But for many
years not a morsel of the flesh of dead animals has passed my lips.
Neither has meat been placed upon my table. My visitors have been
given wholesome, nourishing food, but no meat.

Wise counsel and righteous practices are needed now, if the peo-
ple of God [are to] succeed in preserving clear minds and healthy
bodies. We must give close attention to eating, drinking, and dress-
ing. The entire body of believers needs to make a decided reform. A
high profession, followed by a disregard of the laws of life, shows
a faithless life. Lack of fidelity, want to stability, slavery to wrong
habits,—this is the sure result of such a course. Those who follow
this course are not consistent Christians. Salvation means deliver-
ance from every habit which tends to drag humanity down. Trans-
gression of the laws of our being is transgression of the laws of
God.—Letter 83, 1901, pp. 2, 3. (To “Dear Brethren and Sisters,”
July 15, 1901.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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Christ took upon Himself humanity, and laid down His life a
sacrifice, that man, by becoming a partaker of the divine nature might
have eternal life. Not only was Christ the Sacrifice, but He was also
the Priest, who offered the sacrifice. “The bread that I will give,” said
He, “is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” (John
6:51.) He was innocent of all guilt. He gave Himself in exchange
for the people who has sold themselves to Satan by transgression of
God’s law,—His life for the life of the human family, who thereby
became His purchased possession.

“Therefore doth the Father love Me,” said Christ, “because I lay
down My life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from Me,
but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My
Father.” (John 10:17, 18.)

“The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23.) To Adam before
his fall the Lord said, “In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.” (Genesis 2:17.) “If you transgress My law, death will
surely be your punishment.” By disobeying God’s command, he
forfeited his life.

Before his fall Adam was free from the results of the curse.
When he was assailed by the tempter, none of the effects of sin were
upon him. He was created perfect in thought and in action. But he
yielded to sin, and fell from his high and holy estate.

Christ, the second Adam, came in the likeness of sinful flesh. In
man’s behalf, He became subject to sorrow, to weariness, to hunger,
and to thirst. He was subject to temptation, but He yielded not to
sin. No taint of sin was upon Him. He declared, “I have kept My
Father’s commandments [in My earthly life].” (John 15:10.) He
had infinite power only because He was perfectly obedient to His
Father’s will. The second Adam stood the test of trial and temptation
that He might become the Owner of all humanity.—Manuscript 99,
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1903, 3, 4. (“Christian Education in Our Schools,” September 1,
1903.)

This world is a vast missionary field. Christ is the greatest
missionary the world has ever known. The wonderful love He mani-
fested in our behalf is without a parallel. Willingly He passed over
the ground where Adam fell, redeeming Adam’s failure.

Christ 1s called the second Adam. In purity and holiness, con-
nected with God, and beloved by God, He began where the first
Adam began. But the first Adam was in every way more favorably
situated than Christ. The wonderful provision made in Eden for
the holy pair was made by a God who loved them. Everything in
nature was pure and undefiled. Fruits, flowers, and beautiful, lofty
trees flourished in the garden of Eden. With everything that Adam
and Eve required, they were abundantly supplied. But Satan came,
and insinuated doubts of God’s wisdom. He accused Him, their
heavenly Father and Sovereign, of selfishness, because to test their
loyalty, He had prohibited them from eating the fruit of the tree of
knowledge. Eve fell under the temptation, and Adam accepted the
forbidden fruit from his wife’s hand. He fell under the smallest test
that the Lord could devise to prove his obedience; and the floodgates
of woe were opened upon our world. He was furnished with a holy
nature, sinless, pure, undefiled; but he fell because he listened to the
suggestions of the enemy; and his posterity became depraved. By
one man’s disobedience many were made sinners.

When Christ came, He entered a world disloyal to God, a world
all seared and marred by the curse of rebellion against the Creator.
The arch deceiver had carried on his work with intense vigor, until
the curse of transgression had fallen upon the earth. Men were
corrupted by Satan’s inventions. He had been leading men astray by
his false representations of God’s character. Claiming [for] himself
the attributes of mercy, goodness, and truth, Satan attributed his
own attributes to God. These misrepresentations must be met and
demonstrated as false, by Christ in human nature.

Christ was tempted by Satan in a hundredfold severer manner
than was Adam, and under circumstances in every way more trying.
The deceiver presented himself as an angel of light, but Christ with-
stood his temptations. He redeemed Adam’s disgraceful fall, and
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saved the world. There is hope for all who will come to Christ, and
receive Him as their personal Saviour.

Christ, the Commander of all heaven, One with God, clothed His
divinity with humanity, that humanity might touch humanity. He
humbled himself, taking up His abode on the earth, that He might
become acquainted with the temptations and trials wherewith man
is beset. He placed Himself among the poor, that as a human being,
He might understand their affliction. Before the heavenly universe,
He unfolded the great salvation that His righteousness would bring
to men, if they would accept it,—an inheritance among the saints
and angels, in the presence of God.

With His human arm Christ encircled the race, while with His
divine arm He grasped the throne of the Infinite, uniting finite man
with the infinite God. By transgression the world had been divorced
from heaven. Christ bridged the gulf, and connected earth with
heaven. In human nature He maintained the purity of His divine
character. He lived the law of God, and honored it in a world of
transgression, revealing to the worlds unfallen, to the heavenly uni-
verse, to Satan, and to all the fallen sons and daughters of Adam
that through His grace humanity can keep the law of God! He came
to impart His own divine nature, His own image, to the repentant,
believing soul.

The faith that grasps Christ, and believes in Him will work by
love and purify the soul. “If our gospel be hid,” Paul declared, “it is
hid to them that are lost: in whom the god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them....
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:3-6.)—Manuscript
20, 1898, 1-3. (“His Wonderful Love,” typed February 18, 1898.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 547—The Dwellers of Babel

As Noah’s descendants increased in number, apostasy soon led
to division. Those who desired to forget their Creator, and to cast
off the restraint of His law, decided to separate from the worshipers
of God. Accordingly they journeyed to the plain of Shinar, on the
banks of the river Euphrates. Here they decided to build a city, and
in it a tower reaching unto heaven,—so high that no flood could rise
to the top, so massive that nothing could sweep it away. Thus they
hoped to make themselves independent of God.

But among the men of Babel there were living some God-fearing
men who had been deceived by the pretensions of the ungodly and
drawn into their schemes. These men would not join this confederacy
to thwart the purposes of God. They refused to be deceived by
the wonderful representations and the grand outlook. For the sake
of these faithful ones, the Lord delayed His judgments, and gave
the people time to reveal their true character. They heeded not
the counsel of the Lord, but carried out their own purposes. The
great majority were fully united in their heaven-daring undertaking.
Had they been permitted to go on unchecked, they would have
demoralized the world by their wonderful plans.

This confederacy was born of rebellion against God. The
dwellers on the plain of Shinar established their kingdom for self-ex-
altation, and not for the glory of God. Had they succeeded, a mighty
power would have borne sway, banishing righteousness, and inaugu-
rating a new religion. The mixture of certain religious ideas with a
mass of erroneous theories would have resulted in closing the door
to peace, happiness, and security. These suppositions, erroneous the-
ories, carried out and perfected, would have banished a knowledge
of the law of Jehovah from the minds of men, who would not think it
necessary to obey the divine statutes. These statutes, which are holy,
just, and good, would have been ignored. Determined men, inspired
by the first great rebel, would have been urged on by him, and would
have permitted nothing to interfere with their plans or to stop them
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in their evil course. In the place of the divine precepts they would
have substituted laws framed in accordance with the desires of their
selfish hearts, in order that they might carry out their purposes.

But God never leaves the world without witnesses for Him.
Those who loved and feared Him at the time of the first great apos-
tasy after the flood, humbled themselves, and cried unto Him. “O
God,” they pleaded, “interpose Thyself between Thy cause and the
plans and methods of men.” “And the Lord came down to see the city
and the tower [the great idol-building], which the children of men
builded.” (Genesis 11.) He defeated the purpose of the towerbuilders,
and overthrew the memorial of their rebellion. God bears long with
the perversity of men, giving them ample opportunity for repentance;
but He marks all their devices to resist the authority of His just and
holy law. As an evidence of His displeasure over the building of
this tower, He confounded the language of the builders, so that none
could understand the words of his fellow-worker.—Manuscript 94,
1903, 1, 2. (“Lessons From the Past,” typed August 27, 1903.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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MR No. 548—How Ellen White Bore Suffering

I attended the early morning meeting and bore a testimony. I
greeted all with a “Happy new year” and sought to call their minds
to the infinite love of God expressed to us....

I spoke Sabbath forenoon some very plain truths upon practi-
cal godliness. The people seemed to appreciate the work done.—
Manuscript 28, 1892, 1. (Diary, January 1, 2, 1892.)

April 22, 1892—I do not understand why I am lying here, unable
to labor for the Lord; but God understands, and that is enough for
me....

May 14—The past night has been one of great tediousness. I
was obliged to get up six times to change my position, for my back
and limbs were full of pain. My neck was so painful that it distressed
me to lie on the pillow. But the Lord is good, and He draws near to
me as [ lift up my heart in prayer to Him, beseeching Him for grace
and for restoration to health....

May 22—The past night was an almost sleepless one. I am so
thankful that I could commune with God, and leave myself without
murmuring in His merciful hands. I can use my arms and hands
better than I could, and with considerable effort I can dress myself.

Satan i1s watching to see if I will hide my faith under a cloud of
unbelief by murmuring against the One who has done everything for
me. | am determined not to distrust God. I shall keep looking up to
where the rainbow of promise encircles the throne. I shall triumph
in God. Daily my soul is refreshed by the contemplation of the great
love of our heavenly Father.

June 15—The night has been long and trying. I lay awake from
half past ten till half past two, so full of nervous pain that I could
not rest. But I will not repine. “Though He slay me, yet will I trust
Him.” (Job 13:15.) I shall be glad when the days lengthen and the
nights shorten....

June 16—Another long, trying night has nearly passed. Daylight
will soon come. I slept well during the first part of the night, but
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when I awoke, the nervous pain came on once more, so severely
that I could scarcely compose myself to pray intelligently. After a
time the nervousness passed away, and I prayed most earnestly to
my heavenly Father. I presented before Him the promise, “Ask, and
it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you.” (Matthew 7:7.) Even in my pain I can rejoice in
the Lord, and this gives me peace. Christ is my personal Saviour. He
has pledged His word to accomplish the salvation of all who believe
in Him, and He will verify His promise.

“God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.” (John 3:16.) These words show us why God’s wrath descended
on His only begotten Son, why the innocent suffered for the guilty,
why the just bore the punishment wholly due to the unjust. Jesus
came to bear the penalty of man’s transgression, to uphold and
vindicate the immutability of the law of God, and the rectitude of
His government. He came to make an end of sin, and to bring in
everlasting righteousness. He can lift sinners from their low estate,
and in so doing magnify the law of Jehovah. These thoughts make
me almost forget my pain.

June 17—... During these sleepless hours, the subject of over-
coming has been the burden of my thoughts. “To him that over-
cometh,” the Lord declares, “will I grant to sit with me in my throne,
even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His
throne” (Revelation 3:21)....

You may ask the Lord for certain things that you think you must
have, but He may see that to grant your desire would harm your
soul. He gives you that which is for your good and His glory. If you
become rebellious, because you do not receive what you think you
should, you show that your way is not in harmony with the will of
God, that your way is not His way. Selfishness says, “My way, O
God; much of self, and little of Thee.”...

June 18—... Christ is the greatest missionary our world has ever
seen, and I have faith that He will heal me....

June 20—I slept the first part of the night, but during the latter
part I could not rest. I committed my case to the Lord, and was
comforted by the thought that I am a subject of His care. I do find
peace and comfort in prayer, but I should look upon it as a great
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blessing from the Lord if I could pass the hours of the night in
sleep. These words comfort and strengthen me: [2 Corinthians 4:16;
Ephesians 4:23; Philippians 2:5, quoted]....

Day by day I am given an assurance of the love of God. [John
5:24; 20:31; John 12:46; Revelation 22:17, quoted]....

June 21—Another night of restlessness and suffering has passed.
I welcome the coming of five o’clock in the morning; for then Emily
Campbell builds my fire, and I can be dressed. I will not allow my
mind to dwell on the dark side. Jesus has light and comfort and hope
and joy for me. I want to face the light, that the brightness of the
Sun of Righteousness may shine into my heart, and be reflected to
others. It is the duty of every Christian to shine,—to shed abroad the
light of the grace that Christ imparts. God would have me, even in
my pain, praise him, showing that I realize that His presence is with
me. [Romans 5:1; 1 John 5:11, quoted]....

June 22—... This is our confidence. I will rejoice in His love....

June 23—... I long to follow on to know the Lord, that I may
know that His going forth is prepared as the morning. I desire the
words of my lips to be right words, the meditations of my heart to be
of God. I desire to be strengthened with genuine faith. I do not want
one vestige of presumption or self-confidence to appear in my life. I
want faith, simple, trustful faith. I am determined to rely wholly on
the promise of God, asking Him to keep my lips from evil, and my
tongue from speaking guile....

June 24—... I know of whom I have believed. I have been
purchased by the blood of the only begotten Son of God. He has
graven me upon the palms of His hands. I am not my own. I
have committed the keeping of my soul unto Him as unto a faithful
Creator. He will keep that which I have committed unto Him against
that day....

June 25—... I put my trust in the Lord Jesus. I cry after God.
“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after
Thee, O God.” (Psalm 42:1.) Here in the home, in my pain and
suffering, I must be imbued with the Spirit of Christ. It is now that
I must put my trust in the Lord. At times I can do little else than
cling to Jesus, saying, “I am thy child. I trust in Thee. I have Thy
pledged word, ‘My grace is sufficient.”” (2 Corinthians 12:9.) Then
relief comes, and I praise the Lord for His goodness and mercy....
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June 28—... I am compassed with infirmities, yet I am of good
courage in the Lord. Although the enemy is permitted to afflict me,
yet I have great blessings from day to day. My head is free from
pain, shielded by the hand of the Lord. My shoulders and arms are
full of pain, but my right forearm from the elbow to the tips of my
fingers, is free from pain. I am able to do much important writing....

Trials and disappointments will come to God’s workers, but
did they not come to Jesus? Shall we cover the Lord’s altar with
mourning and sighing and tears? God forbid. It comforts me to
meditate upon the loving words of Jesus, to think of His courtesy,
His sympathy, His compassion. I long to be like Him. I will rest in
His care. He will make me a conqueror over evil....

June 30—... I am told by some who come to see me that I shall
never again have the use of my limbs. But I do not accept this view
as truth. I know that the Lord has a work for me to do, and I will
put my trust in Him. The outlook is not cheering, but God knows
my situation. I rejoice that I can use my right hand. Bolstered up
in a chair with pillows, I write many pages. I am able to keep my
workers supplied with all they can possibly do. I could keep two
more busy....

Sick or well, I feel that every power of body and mind should
be employed in glorifying God. We are not our own, to please and
gratify self. We have been purchased by the blood of Christ, and it
1s our daily duty as well as our privilege to consecrate all that we
have and are to the Saviour.

July 9—Last night I was not able to sleep after twelve o’clock.
It was my thoughts more than pain of body that troubled me. There
are some trials that it is not best to dwell upon, because there seems
no clear way out of them. I try to cast my burden upon the Lord, but
I do not always leave it there. I take it up again, when I should leave
it with the Saviour....

July 14—... During my wakeful hours I have sought the Lord
most earnestly, asking Him to join my weakness to His strength,
my ignorance to His wisdom, my unworthiness to His merit, my
frailty to His enduring might, my poverty to His boundless wealth.—
Manuscript 19, 1892, 3, 5, 8, 9, 12, 13-30. (Diary, April 22 to July
14, 1892.)
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Do not let the idea that I have the rheumatism scare anyone; for
the work forced upon me for the last three or four years, the little
sleep and rest that I have had has been enough to affect nerve and
muscle; and the only marvel is that the strain has not made me a
paralytic or perfectly helpless. The strain of the last year has been
terrible on me, and I am surprised that I have endured it. To God
alone is all the glory.... But no one will carry the burden I am obliged
to carry; no one will have so little opportunities as I have had to
“come apart and rest awhile.”—Letter 19¢c, 1892, p. 5. (To O. A.
Olsen, January, 1892.)

July 16, 1892—The Saviour is our Comforter. This I have
proved Him to be. I do not understand why I am so afflicted. At first
I tried to reason out why I did not have strength to bear my testimony
to the people in this country. But I try no longer....

July 21—My constant prayer is that I may be uplifted into a
purer, holier atmosphere. I am pleading with God to remove my
suffering. And although I continue to suffer, I am comforted by the
thought that Jesus knows, and that He will help me. I shall see light
in His light. My right arm is free from pain, and for this blessing I
thank the Lord. The dear Saviour will not leave us nor forsake us....
He encourages us in all our afflictions, ... and enables me to rejoice
in His great mercy....

July 28—Last night I obtained some rest, for which I thank my
heavenly Father. I am cheered and blessed as I contemplate the life
and mission of Christ on this earth. He was in a world which He
had created, but He was unrecognized and unhonored by the many.
“Foxes have holes,” He said, “and the birds of the air have nests; but
the Son of man hath not where to lay His head.” (Matthew 8:20.) He
came to show man the way to the haven of eternal rest....

July 29— praise the Lord that in my affliction I may have the
light and love of Jesus. His presence is everything to me,—comfort,
hope, and soothing balm. Sometimes perplexing thoughts crowd
upon my mind, but I will not cherish these thoughts. Jesus will take
my troubles if I bring them to Him, and ask Him to carry them for
me. It is not always easy to have trusting faith. We must behold
Jesus by faith as an ever-present help in time of need. We must drink
deep of the water of salvation, if we would be spiritually refreshed.
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The Lord is good and merciful. He is my Saviour, my joy and my
crown of rejoicing. I will magnify His name.

August 4—During the past night I slept more than usual, and
for this I thank my heavenly Father....

August 11—Last night I did not sleep well. My mind was trou-
bled, but I tried to lay my burdens at the feet of Jesus. Today I have
written twenty pages....

August 13—I have passed an unusually disagreeable night. I
was afflicted with pain in every limb, and seven times during the
night I was obliged to change my position. This means much pain....

September 13—We did not get home from the school yesterday
evening until after dark. I rested well during the night. I am grateful
to my heavenly Father that my strength is increasing. I can use my
limbs much better than I could. During my wakeful hours my mind
1s busy planning how we can best be a blessing to the believers in
this country, and how we can best work for unbelievers. The work
here is still in its infancy, and it will be bound about unless the hearts
of those who believe the truth are softened and subdued by the grace
of God....

September 14— ast night I slept very little. So far the weather
this month has been stormy. We endure the unpleasantness the more
cheerfully when we think that farmers are rejoicing in the prospect
of a good crop.—Manuscript 20, 1892, 32, 35, 39, 41, 45, 49. (Diary,
July 16 to September 17, 1892.)

St. George’s Terrace, Melbourne, Thursday, December 29,
1892—Word came from the company that were encamped in Fern
Tree Gully, that they were desirous I should come—and as many
others as could—to the Valley, twenty-five miles. The cars go within
two miles of their encampment. We had but a few minutes to make
our decision. As my head ached and I feared I could not write, 1
decided to go. Marian Davis and Emily accompanied me. Sister
Maggie Hare, Sisters Daniells and Rousseau and Brother and Sister
Salisbury went with us.

We found the atmosphere was better than in Melbourne. All
were much pleased to meet us and we were well entertained. Our
dining tent was under a canopy. Tablecloths were spread upon the
ground and the camp of more than thirty seated themselves upon the
ground to enjoy their repast. Brother Prismall came while we were
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eating and he enjoyed the dinner with us. All ate as if they relished
the food. Excellent raspberries were obtained fresh from the vines,
and they were so nice and fresh, I enjoyed them much. There were
new potatoes and green peas and rice pudding. All ate with good
appetites.

Then preparations were made with determination that Sister
White should be transported to Fern Tree Gully. But I did not favor
this, but they made their preparations. Brother Faulkhead walked
two miles to find a chair before he could obtain one. They then cut
strong poles, fastened the poles with cords to the chair, and seated
me in the chair. Brethren Faulkhead and Prismall were determined
to be carriers. Brother Faulkhead was the taller. He led the way,
and Brother Prismall followed, one taking hold of the poles before,
the other behind, and they thus bore me along. After we left the
trap Brother Stephen Belden led the pony nearly one mile; then
the carriage could go no farther, and I was seated in my chair with
the human charioteers to take me over the road. We thus traveled
two miles—I unwilling to burden them, but they determined to
persevere—over logs, fallen trees, and narrow passages cut between
trees by Byron Belden and his father. Sometimes it required four
men to keep the chair conveyance in safety, as they had to climb
fallen trees, sometimes one and two feet high. It was a marvelous
passage, such as I never attempted to travel over before.

We came into a level spot in Fern Tree Gully, and tarried a
while. There were trees of every form and of various dimensions
and heights, and the burden of nature was the perfect, beautiful
ferns growing from the top of these fern trees. One tree stood out
in distinctive beauty of perfection from all others. The formation
of the ferns upon the top of this tree, about twenty feet in height,
was more perfect than anything we afterwards had the privilege of
seeing. I delight to carry in my mind the model of nature’s perfection
in Fern Tree Gully. It is a beautiful specimen of the Lord’s work in
its natural state. Surrounding it were fern trees of large growth, but
this tree was a crown or circular in form, and in beautiful exactitude
and order, so fresh in foliage of deep green, that I was assured in my
own mind that it could not be excelled.

Now we had not reached the dense growth and the question was,
Should we go forward or return? Brethren Faulkhead and Prismall
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were for advancing. I was perfectly satisfied with what I had already
seen. I could take the picture and preserve it in my mind—one fern
tree so perfect in form amid a vast number that were of uncouth
proportions and wanting in perfection in fern tree loveliness.

The church may be compared to this growth of trees. Many of
the fern trees grow in awkward, unlovely positions. Some gather to
themselves the properties of the earth which they appropriate to fern
tree life, in beauty and strength and perfection. Others were bending
sideways, unable to stand erect. In others, the fern boughs were
imperfect, irregular, wanting in perfection of form and maturity.
Thus it 1s with the church members, in the formation of Christian
characters. Some do not appropriate to themselves the precious
promises of God, and the provisions made at infinite cost to Heaven
that divine power might combine with human effort, that all that is
evil should be discarded and overcome, and through faith in Jesus
Christ, through watchfulness and prayer, they might be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust.

The brethren were not satisfied unless they took me the whole
way, so on they went, in most inaccessible paths, until the journey
was complete, and I stood under the shadow of the fern trees in the
gully. There were the large trees covered with growing ferns, and it
was very interesting to see the great height of these trees and their
varied formation and manner of growth. There was revealed that
young saplings had fastened themselves to the trunk of the fern tree
and become one with it, growing into the tree and presenting entirely
a different tree than the fern. Both were growing together. It was
impossible to separate the one from the other unless the fern were
much cut to pieces.

After viewing this wonderful production of nature as long as we
thought safe, for it was quite damp in the forest of ferns, my bearers
took up their burden, made their way to open ground, passed down
the hill of thick, matted grass—a much shorter route than we came.
We were not long descending the hill, and I gave my hearty thanks
to those who were so full of perseverance to carry out the plans of
their devising to have Sister White see Fern Tree Gully. I know they
must be very tired, having carried me to the gully and back, no less
than three miles.
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All partook of dinner, then it was time to prepare to go to the
cars. We rode to the cars, women sitting in the back of the carriage
on the floor and making considerable sport of their situation. Emily
walked the two miles and several other girls walked from choice.
We found the cars crowded, but we would be only one hour and
a half, which would be half past ten o’clock p.m. Elder Starr was
waiting for us with horse and phaeton.

St. George’s Terrace, Melbourne, Friday, December 30,
1892—1 slept well during the night, and am not crippled this morn-
ing....
St. George’s Terrace, Melbourne, Sabbath, December 31,
1892—The last day of the year 1892 has come.... I spoke to the well
filled tent with much freedom from Acts 10:1-8, giving the account
of Cornelius’ vision, and the words of the angel, “Cornelius, ... Thy
prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.”
(Acts 10:3, 4.)—Manuscript 39, 1892. (Diary, December 29 to 31,
1892.)

Released May 20, 1977.
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I want you to write to me. I want you to tell me how you regard
the consent of Sister White to let you serve, if you will, for a little
while in the school at its commencement. Tell me plainly what you
think of this. We must be true yoke-fellows now. I need the help
you can give me. But I must close this letter now. I appreciate
my workers very much. We shall consecrate ourselves without any
reservation to God. In much love, (Signed) Ellen G. White.—Letter
26, 1898, p. 3. (To Sarah Peck, March 3, 1898.)

We hope that the next boat will bring Brother John Wessels and
wife, Sister Peck and Sister Herd to us. But we leave everything in
the hands of the Lord.—Letter 115, 1896, p. 5. (To Sister Wessels,
December 14, 1896.)

I have another proposition to make; it is that Sister Peck, who is
now in South Africa, shall unite with me in my work. I must have
a lady worker. She is desirous of coming as soon as someone can
take her place. When I left America, I was assured that Brother and
Sister Starr would come to Australia with me, and would help me in
every way possible. This plan was carried out only a few weeks. At
Harbor Heights the resolution was made that W. C. White devote
more of his time in helping me. But he has been so loaded down
with responsibilities that I can seldom get an opportunity to present
matters of importance before him, and which I have felt compelled
to send every mail.

I have a large amount of matter which I desire to have come
before the people, but I have no one to consider these matters with
me. If I could have -57 Sister Peck and Willie, I could get off many
important things much more perfectly. I ought to have someone to
whom I can read every article before sending it to the mail. This
always helps the writer; for the writer, after reading the matter before
one who is interested, often discerns more clearly what is wanted,
and the slight changes that should be made. It is an important matter
to keep in its simplicity all that matter which I write. I am sure my
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two editors endeavor to preserve my words, not supplying their own
in the place of them.—Letter 76, 1897, pp. 1, 2. (To George A.
Irwin, July 22, 1897.)

I learn that Sister Sarah Peck arrived in Sydney the first of last
week. She had a very good passage and is now making a small visit
with Brother and Sister Haskell. Sister Sara McEnterfer goes with
me to Sydney this week, to spend the Sabbath and Sunday with the
people in Stanmore.—Letter 33, 1898, p. 1. (To Brother and Sister
John Wessels, January 25, 1898.)

We are much pleased to have your daughter a member of our
family. She is helping me to prepare books for the press. I have long
wanted just the help she can give us. She is pleased with her home.
We have a pleasant family, and we are all seeking the blessing of
God, and working harmoniously. I thank the Lord for the help that
she can be to me.

If I could see you, I would have words to speak that might be
more acceptable than these traced with my pen. Christ comes as a
Comforter to all who believe. He invites your confidence. He says,
“Abide in me.” Surely we may trust in our loving Saviour. You can
say, “Yes, my Saviour, in Thee I can and will trust. T will abide
in Thee.” Then how trustfully you can work in His presence. Your
works will be but the fruit of Christ working in you. You may rest
in what Christ can do for you. And the energies of your soul will
be awakened to cooperate with Him. He will work in you to do His
good pleasure.

May the blessing of the Lord abide with you, is the prayer of
your sister.—Letter 103, 1898, pp. 4, 5. (To Sister Peck (Sarah
Peck’s mother), November 21, 1898.)

Miss Peck has been teaching the church school here. She has had
about forty pupils. The discipline of the school has been excellent.
Miss Peck will not tolerate disorder. She is firm and just in her
management, and the school has done the children great good.

A few weeks ago, about twenty of the children from the school
went to Yountville to sing before the soldiers. Mr. Moonie lent them
a large stage wagon for the trip. Sister Peck had drilled the children
thoroughly, and the soldiers were greatly pleased and interested.
They are now asking that the children may come again.—Letter 112,
1903, p. 4. (To Brother and Sister Burden, June 21, 1903.)
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During our conversation this morning, I felt greatly perplexed to
know what to say in reference to your work. I love you, and I want
to see you in a position where you can best serve the Master.

I do not know what would be your own choice of work. Many
of our people desire and urge you to enter the educational work.
If you feel that this is your duty, I am willing to release you from
my employ. I know of no one who is better fitted than yourself to
undertake educational work. In regard to your connection with me,
I cannot say very much, because you have in the past been called to
so many other lines of work.

One thing I must say: If you choose to remain with me, the
school work must be laid aside. If you prefer to labor in educational
lines, then you must be free, so that you can give your undivided
attention to that work. I leave the matter entirely with you, that you
may follow your own choice. I dare not decide for you. The great
necessity for your efficiency as a teacher is the only consideration
that leads me to be willing to release you. So many have spoken to
me of your efficiency and talent as an educator that I dare not hold
you. If at any time in the future you shall choose to connect with me
again, you will not have become less efficient.

I write this that you may not be left in uncertainty. Seek the Lord
for yourself. If you feel impressed that you prefer to remain with
me, I have abundance of work that you can do. If it seems to be
the will of God for you to remain with me, we must take hold of
the work in earnest, and not allow others to come in and give you a
double burden to bear.

Now, my sister, I feel anxious that if you take up the school
work, you shall not load yourself down with too many responsibili-
ties. Make that your work, and carry it as you did the school in St.
Helena....

May the Lord bless you and give you much of His Holy Spirit,
wherever you may labor. If it be your lot to educate students,
that they may impart to others the heavenly intelligence, I shall
be pleased. I have always loved and respected you, and I have not
been disappointed in you. The form of sound words is to be prized
above every earthly thing. God is glorified by every word that leads
to right action. I respect you highly, and desire you to have every
advantage possible that you may make continual progression in
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the service of God.—Letter 265, 1905, pp. 1, 2. (To Sarah Peck,
September 15, 1905.)

I thank you very much for your excellent letter. I have com-
menced several letters to you. One I came across while searching
for other writings, which had been laid aside unfinished that I might
attend to something demanding immediate attention. You must not
suppose that because you have not received letters from me, that I
have lost interest in you; for this is not so....

The school question has been [with us] for some time, and still
1s a matter of weighty perplexity. But now there is hope that this
matter will not much longer be a heavy burden for us. If we will
wait patiently a while longer, we can secure, we believe, a clear
title to the land. When we are sure of the title, we can begin our
preparations for school work, but we cannot accept the property until
we are assured of the title, and know that it 1s without a flaw.

I cannot give you here a description of this property. I have
not inspected it very thoroughly yet. I was very weary on the day
we visited Buena Vista, and was unable to go through the entire
building. But I regard this as a wonderful opening for our school
work, and I know that the Lord has wrought in order for us to obtain
it. It is just such a place as has been presented to me we should
have. We shall be very thankful when we have the title, and can take
possession. But we will leave this matter all with the Lord. If this is
not the right place, He will let us know.

I should be glad, were you free from other engagements, to have
you unite with us in making this school what it should be—a school
after the Lord’s order. How would you feel in regard to this? I will
not now invite you to take hold of this work that you are so well
acquainted with, but if in the future we meet with no drawbacks, it
may be that you would choose to unite with the educational work at
Buena Vista.

This school is not to copy after the plan on which many of our
schools have been conducted in the introduction of worldly customs
and ideas. Physical, mental, and spiritual powers are to be combined
to make this school like the schools of the prophets. The study of
the Bible is to occupy a large place; its precepts and principles are
to be prayerfully and daily studied, that teachers and students may
be prepared for the higher school in the heavenly courts.
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Both teachers and students are to strive to become true educators,
following the heavenly plan that Christ carried out in His life work.
All the instruction given should be based on the principles revealed
in the life and teachings of Christ. This is the time to follow in every
phase of our experience, the plan of Christ for the inculcation of
the word of God,—principles that men can carry with them into the
future eternal life....

I did not intend to write all this, when I took up my pen to answer
your letter. I meant simply to tell you that we love you, and would
be pleased to see you. Now I will write no more except to inquire
how your health is. Do you feel that you need a change? Let me
know how you are situated, for I feel that I have a right to know this.
Let me know what your plans for the future are. I have not lost my
interest in you, be sure of this. Do not interpret my silence so. I have
an interest in you just as verily as I ever had.—Letter 16, 1909, pp.
1-5. (To Sarah Peck, January 11, 1909.)

I thank God that you have this school. Do not allow your teachers
to be overworked, but help them in the advancement of their work. I
thought we should ask Sister Peck to connect with our new confer-
ence school in California; but I cannot do this: for I see that she has
a work to do here. Will you not help her in this work? And will you
not secure other teachers also who will make a business of educat-
ing the students in a knowledge of the Scriptures?—Manuscript 31,
1909, 5. (“Individual Cooperation,” Sermon, April 17, 1909.)

I have just been broken off in writing to say Goodbye to Miss
Peck, who is leaving us to engage in school work at College View.
She is accompanied by Brother James’ two eldest children, Stanley,
a strong young man, and his sister, Winifred. Both are intelligent
young persons, and we are all pleased that they can go with Miss
Peck. Both are church members, and have attended the church
school here....

Brother and Sister James will miss their children very much; but
it was thought such an excellent opportunity for them to go under
Sister Peck’s care, that they were willing to have them leave. Miss
Peck was the church school teacher here when the school was first
started. Besides doing this work she has kept my books. The past
year she has been making books for our church schools.—Letter
284, 1907, pp. 1, 2. (To J. E. White, September 16, 1907.)
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When [Brother] Torr came to Petaluma, he followed close after
Cassidy [an apostate Adventist]. Mrs. White was his theme. The
Lord sent me to Petaluma and gave me a testimony of great power
to bear. Torr was convicted. I stayed at his house, and he said he
had seen and heard me and he was settled now that all these reports
and statements were false. He felt very tender. I saw that he did
not have family prayer. I urged myself forward, prayed with them
and pled with them to pray morning and night with their children.
He had taken the position that social meetings were not in the order
of God—that family prayer was a non-essential. But his heart was
melted under the power of the Spirit of God, and he urged me with
tears to come and speak to them at Petaluma as often as I could. He
said, “Maybe you do not know, Sister White, how we prize these
visits. They are of great value to us—beyond estimate.”

Well, Long’s book came out and [also] Green’s book—these
most weak and contemptible productions. I waited for you and
others to speak of these, as you stood in the responsible positions
you do, as watchmen on the walls of Zion, and should warn the
people. As editor of the paper you have every means within your
reach.

Now Torr has changed. He did not take up his duties. He did not
follow the light. He seemed to enjoy the suggestions and statements
of these tracts, and sent them everywhere. Next he was without an
anchor, and he began to read Tom Paine and has come out an infidel.
He says there is no personal devil— no pre-existence of Christ, no
prayer is called for. He is sowing his seeds of death....

The time has come when if light is not cherished it leaves the
one who rejects it in very dense darkness, and strong and startling
developments are made quickly. Things move rapidly now. We
are nearing the end. Why, I ask, is all this zeal against me? I have
attended to my business, given me of God. I have injured no one. I
have spoken to the erring the words God has given me. Of course I

63

[64]

[65]



[66]

64 Manuscript Releases, vol. 8 [Nos. 526-663]

could not compel them to hear. Those who had the benefit of Christ’s
labors were just as enraged against Him as the enemies are against
me. [ have done only my duty. I have spoken because compelled to
speak. They have not rejected me but Him who sent me—Him who
has given me my work.—Letter 3, 1883, pp. 3, 4. (To Uriah Smith,
July 31, 1883.)

Now, my brethren [G. I. Butler and Uriah Smith], I do not
feel very happy, ... be assured, when I think you have encouraged
Elder Canright in giving lessons to the students in the College, and
in pouring into the Review such a mass of matter as though he
were bishop of the Methodist Church.—Letter 13, 1887, p. 2. (To
Brethren Butler and Smith, April 5, 1887.)

I rejoice in the completeness of the character of Jesus Christ. He
was a compassionate and sympathizing high priest. “Wherefore in
all things it behooved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that
He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining
to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in
that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour
them that are tempted.” (Hebrews 2:17, 18.) “We have not a High
Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities.”
(Hebrews 4:15.) Oh to only consider how easy it is for hardness
of heart to take possession of us. Jesus the Pattern for humanity,
must know from painful experience all about a wounded spirit and a
broken bleeding heart, and a burdened perplexed and tempted mind.

In this school Christ was taught. In this school, we are to be
disciplined and trained and learn to sympathize with the suffering
ones of humanity. If we tell our peculiar trials to our friends, we
know by the cold response, and listless inattention that they know
not what we mean. They have not been tried in just that way. Their
life may have been one of self-caring and self