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About the Author

Arthur Lacey White, one of seven grandchildren of James and
Ellen White, was born to William C. (Willie) and Ethel May White
on October 6, 1907. He grew up in picturesque Pratt Valley, just
below the St. Helena Sanitarium in Northern California. This small
valley cradled not only the W. C. White home but Elmshaven, the
home of Ellen White, and several others. Arthur attended the nearby
ten-grade church school and then continued his education at Pacific
Union College. He received a certificate in business administration
in 1928 and that same year was united in marriage with a classmate,
Frieda Belle Swingle. The newlyweds moved to Madison College in
Tennessee, he to serve as assistant accountant and she as secretary
to college and hospital personnel.

The following year Arthur was called to the office of the Ellen
G. White Estate at ElImshaven to serve as accountant and general
assistant to his 74-year-old father. The latter was one of five church
leaders appointed by Ellen White in her will to administer her estate;
when Arthur joined him in 1929 he was secretary of the Board of
Trustees. During the next nine years Arthur was given increasing
responsibilities, and in 1933 he was appointed assistant secretary of
the Board. Shortly after the death of W. C. White at the age of 83,
in late 1937, Arthur was elected as a life member of the board and
secretary of the Estate, a position he held for forty-one years.

On the death of his father, in harmony with plans of long stand-
ing, Arthur supervised the immediate transfer of the office and E. G.
White files to the world headquarters of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Washington, D.C. Principal tasks included working with
the world field in the development of the available Spirit of Prophecy
literature and assembling E. G. White materials for publication, in
compilations such as Evangelism, The Adventist Home, and Selected
Messages, climaxed by the three-volume Comprehensive Index to
the Writings of Ellen G. White.

X1
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Xii Ellen G. White: The Early Years: 1827-1862 (vol. 1)

With the development of the Seventh-day Adventist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Arthur White was drawn into a teaching program in
Washington, Berrien Springs, and overseas. He taught in thirteen
overseas Seminary Extension Schools. As secretary of the White
Estate he also wrote many periodical articles and produced substan-
tial monographs dealing with various matters relating to Ellen White
and her teachings. In 1973 Andrews University conferred on him
the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity.

In 1966 the Board of Trustees, in counsel with the General Con-
ference officers, asked Arthur White to author a definitive biography
of Ellen White. Hesitant because of his personal relationship to the
subject of the biography, but conditioned by his stance taken early
in his ministry that he would relate to Ellen White as would any
other loyal Seventh-day Adventist, viewing her as “Sister White”
and not as “my grandmother,” he accepted the assignment. In 1978
he resigned as secretary of the Ellen G. White Estate to devote his
energies almost exclusively to the biography project. Adhering to
a careful schedule, he produced one volume each year, doing his
work largely in his study at home, where he could give undivided
attention to research and writing while at the same time maintaining
easy access to the rich sources in the White Estate vault.

The foundations of the Seventh-day Adventist Church had been
quite well established by the early 1860s, the time with which this
volume opens. The doctrinal structure was well formed, each major
point having been dug from the word of God and its certainty attested
to by the Spirit of God. The battle for church organization had been
fought and largely won.

The Publishers



A Statement the Author Would Like to Have You
Read

The story of her life,” wrote F. M. Wilcox, “is the story of this
movement. The two are identified in experience.”—The Review and
Herald, February 27, 1913.

Review and Herald editor Wilcox had just visited Ellen White
in her Elmshaven home. Being a seasoned evangelist, a church
executive, and now editor of the general church paper, he was in a
unique position to make such an appraisal. This biography attests to
the accuracy of his observation.

It was a very full and fruitful life that Ellen White lived from
1827 to 1915. It produces a story not so fully told as now in this six-
volume biography, Ellen G. White. True, biographical sketches and
several books have been published down through the years. These
began with the seven pages devoted to her experience printed in July,
1851, in her first book, a diminutive volume of sixty-four pages.
They include the 480-page Life Sketches, hurried into the field on
her death in 1915. It had to be limited in detail.

In the Summer of 1950 the board of trustees of the Ellen G.
White estate, recognizing the need of a definitive biography for
the information and the edification of the church, authorized the
production of such a biography. Shortly thereafter the board asked
F. D. Nichol, the editor of the Review, to prepare the manuscript.
Groundwork was begun in the offices of the White Estate. As
nichol was about to take up the writing itself, with the assistance
of Arthur L. White, the secretary of the Ellen G. White Estate, he
died suddenly from a dissecting aneurysm. The board of trustees
then, in October, 1966, asked arthur White to undertake the task. A
beginning was made as his responsibilities as secretary of the White
Estate allowed. That he might give full time to the biography, in
1978 he asked that another be called to fill his office.

As white began writing he faced a number of decisions: what
kind of biography would it be? For whom would it be written? How

Xiii
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many pages would be devoted to treating the more than 25,000 days
of Ellen White’s active ministry in the United States, Europe, and
Australia? How would her life story be divided in the projected
volumes?

The newly chosen author saw her life and ministry divided rather
naturally into six eras:

The early years—1827-1862

the progressive years—1863-1875

the lonely years—1876-1891

the Australian years—1891-1900

the early elmshaven years—1900-1905
the later elmshaven years—1905-1915

For three reasons, he chose to begin the writing with the
elmshaven years:

Other published works, mostly autobiographical, treat Ellen
White’s early life in considerable detail, while the later years are
handled rather sketchily. In Life Sketches one third of the volume,
or 160 pages, is devoted to the first years of her life and a decade of
active ministry, while the major part of her life, sixty years of travels
and ministry, are crowded into 320 pages.

Second, there were, at the time the writing was undertaken, a
number of persons living who knew Ellen White and who could be
interviewed, to obtain interesting information.

Finally, the issues that followed quickly after her return from
Australia to the United States in 1900 had a particular interest and
relevance to the church at present.

The Author’s Aims and Objectives

The author has had before him as aims and objectives: 1. To
write for the average reader, but in such detail and with such docu-
mentation as will meet the expectations of the scholar.

2. To leave the reader with the feeling that he or she is
Acquainted with Ellen White as a very human person.

3. To portray accurately her life and work as the Lord’s messen-
ger in the Seventh-day Adventist Church, not by a slavish chronicle
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of each day of her active ministry, but by a selection from her ex-
perience of events and happenings that illustrate her lifework and
make a contribution to the cause.

4. As far as possible, to keep these events in a year-by-year
development, picturing her home life, her travels, her weaknesses
and strengths, her burden of heart, and her earnest devotional life.

5. To select and present in detail, significant events, two or three
in a given year, that best illustrate her prophetic mission, depicting
the interplay between the prophet and church leaders, institutions,
and individuals, and recounting the sending of testimonies and the
response to these messages.

6. To provide a knowledge of the principal points of the history
of the church in a unique way as it is seen especially through the
eyes of, or in relation to, the messenger of the lord.

7. To make the work not only an interesting narrative but to
provide a selection of illustrative experiences with which the reader
may at times vicariously associate himself.

8. To keep constantly before the reader the major role the visions
played in almost every phase of the experiences comprising the
narrative.

9. Where convenient to the purposes of the manuscript, to let
Ellen White speak in her own words, rather than providing a para-
phrase. This ensures an accurate conveyance of the unique and
fine points of the messages in the very expressions of the prophetic
messenger herself. Thus, many important statements are provided
in a form that will be of value to all readers.

10. To provide a documented running account of the literary
work done both by Ellen White and her literary assistants in the
production of her articles and books.

11. And in all of this, to present in the narrative, in a natural
way, confidence-confirming features.

In dealing with any given era, the pattern of travels and labors
is established early by going into detail in narrating certain typical
experiences, but as the account continues, much less detail in such
features is called for. All through her life, writing almost constantly
Called for her attention. Therefore, only occasional reference is
made to this dominant feature of her work. Also, she suffered from

[12]
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physical infirmities and she was often in pain, but no attempt is made
to keep this fact before the reader.

Mention should be made here of her conversation with the angel
in connection with the commission that she should present to others
what had been opened up to her. Having observed the experience
of some especially favored by God, she feared she might become
exalted, but the angel of the Lord responded: “if this evil that you
dread threatens you, the hand of God will be stretched out to save
you; by affliction he will draw you to himself and preserve your
humility.”—1LS, p. 196.

J. N. Loughborough (who was closely associated with Ellen
White), addressing the general conference in 1893, referred to this:

[The apostle Paul] tells us that lest he should be
exalted above measure, through the abundance of the
revelations, there was given to him a thorn in the flesh....
Sister White has also a thorn in the flesh; she has con-
tinually had great difficulty with her heart, yet she will
not have the brethren pray that she may be relieved of
this trouble, for she said it was to remain by her, and to
be manifested whenever she was in danger of becoming
exalted.—The General Conference Bulletin, 1893, 19.

Relying momentarily and constantly on God kept her very close
to him, and left no place for self-exaltation. We would not be justi-
fied, however, in attributing every illness and all discomfort to this
cause.

Doubitless there will be some differences of opinion as to the
value of some of the details presented. It is the Author’s opinion
that they make a contribution to reading interest and rather intimate
acquaintance with Ellen White.

A task of such proportions as this could not have been accom-
plished by one person single-handedly within a decade or two. Even
before the responsibility fell on the Author’s shoulders, members
of the White Estate staff were assigned the task of assembling bi-
ographical materials and preparing an indispensable card index to
biographical data. As the task has been carried forward, members of
the working force of the White Estate have Rendered much valuable
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assistance. Certain of these have been mentioned by name in the
opening statements of the particular volumes of which they gave
special help.

The sources from which the author has worked are voluminous.
They include the Ellen G. White diaries, the tens of thousands
of pages of her letters and manuscripts, her many articles as they
have appeared in the Review and Herald and Signs of the Times and
other journals, her books and pamphlets, the correspondence she
and her office received through the years, and letters and historical
articles in the White Estate document file. Also, for general historical
backgrounds, the Review and Herald in its entirety

The reader will find in the pages of this biography a great deal
of denominational history, but the limitations of space preclude
enlarging on points of interest and value in the development of the
church. The record has had to be confined to areas where Ellen
White in her presence, or through her writings, has had an important
bearing. Nor is the author able to introduce, in the space allowed,
each and every incident in the life and work of Ellen White, profitable
as that may be.

This volume, The early years, the first of the series of six, traces
her activities through her developing Christian experience, the ad-
vent movement and disappointment of 1844, and how she became
the recipient of visions. It deals with her place with her husband and
joseph bates in laying the foundations of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, and discloses the vital role the visions had in this develop-
ment. If in this and the succeeding volumes Ellen White becomes
better known as an individual—a wife and mother, a neighbor and
friend—as well as the messenger of the lord, laboring tirelessly in
the pulpit and on the public platform in declaring God’s messages
and in counseling often and writing incessantly, with influence felt
the world around, the objectives of the author will have been largely
met.

Arthur L. White
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AR Advent Review

DF Ellen G. White Estate Document File

EGW | Ellen G. White

Ev Evangelism

EW Early Writings

GC The Great Controversy

GCB General Conference Bulletin

GSAM | The Great Second Advent Movement

JNL John N. Loughborough

W James White

Letter | Ellen G. White letter

1LS Life Sketches, 1880 ed. (2LS, 1888 ed.; 3LS, 1915 ed.)
MS Ellen G. White manuscript

PT Present Truth

PUR Pacific Union Recorder

RH Review and Herald

1SG Spiritual Gifts, Vol. I (2SG, etc., for Vols. II-IV)
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1SP The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 1 (2SP, etc., for vols. 2-4)
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™ Testimonies to Ministers
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Chapter 1—(1827-1836) The Messenger of the Lord
in Our Midst

In old Battle Creek on a Tuesday morning in April hundreds
had gathered at the tabernacle for the opening meeting of a General
Conference session. After the usual formalities, the president closed
his opening address, surrendered the office that he had held for two
years, and declared:

“The conference is now formally opened. What is your plea-
sure?”

A little woman in advancing years arose from one of the seats on
the floor, pressed to the front, mounted the steps to the platform, and
moved to the desk to speak to the large audience. She had something
to say, and she felt that now was the time to say it. After describing
the great privilege of the Advent people to stand high above the
world, sanctified by the truth and having a close connection with
heaven, she came quickly to the burden of her heart—the quality
and fitness of those who serve in the cause of God, and especially
those who lead. She declared:

Every soul in every conference, in every part of the
Lord’s vineyard, has the privilege of knowing the truth.
But truth is not truth to those who do not practice it.
Truth is only truth to you when you live it in daily life,
showing the world what those people must be who are

at last saved. [Quotations in this introductory account
are from Ibid., 1901, 23-26, 460-464.]

Then addressing particularly the leaders of the General Confer-
ence, she pointed out the damaging impact on a rapidly growing
church of restrictive policies imposed by a very small group of men
struggling to manage a work that had grown far beyond their ability
to handle. “You have no right to manage,” she declared, “unless you
manage in God’s order.” She then cried out:

19
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What we want now is a reorganization. We want to
begin at the foundation, and to build upon a different
principle.... There are to be more than one or two or
three men to consider the whole vast field. The work 1s
great, and there is no one human mind that can plan for
the work which needs to be done.

The speaker hastened to say:

According to the light that has been given me—
and just how it is to be accomplished I cannot say—
greater strength must be brought into the managing force
of the conference.... There must be a renovation, a
reorganization; a power and strength must be brought
into the committees that are necessary.

It was a solemn and breathtaking address. The delegates, rep-
resenting a world church of seventy-five thousand members, sat
spellbound for a full hour. The response was immediate: That very
hour steps were taken for the session to turn from usual proce-
dures and address itself to accomplish what the words of the speaker
plainly called for—reorganization.

Who was this little woman who spoke so earnestly and so plainly
at the opening of a great congress of the church with words of reproof
and counsel and then hope, words that burned within the hearts of
church leaders and all present that day?

The voice was that of the messenger of the Lord,
Ellen G. White, who for nearly a decade had resided
overseas, and who for half a century and more had been
bringing messages from the God of heaven to encour-
age, guide, and guard His remnant people on earth.

Just three weeks later the reorganization was fully accomplished.
Responsibilities in church management had been shifted from just a
few men at the General Conference headquarters to a large number
carrying responsibilities in the various portions of the gospel field.
The way was now open for the work of God in its many ramifications
throughout the world to forge ahead. At the farewell meeting many
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joined J. N. Loughborough, who was present during the organization
of the General Conference thirty-eight years before, in the expression
“I thank God for what I have seen here in this work of reorganization
during this conference.”

In her closing remarks Ellen White asked the question “Who
do you suppose has been among us since this conference began? ...
Who has walked up and down the aisles of this tabernacle?” She
answered, “The God of heaven and His angels,” and added:

We have been trying to organize the work on right lines. The
Lord has sent His angels to minister unto us who are heirs of sal-
vation, telling us how to carry the work forward.... Press together,
press together. Let us be united in Christ.

The church had heard the voice of God through His messenger,
and the response was electrifying and immediate. But, by rights, we
should begin the story of the life and work of Ellen G. White with
her birth and early life—and in doing so, let her speak.

Here the Story Begins

“By the request of dear friends,” wrote Ellen White just fifty
years earlier as she traced the opening lines of her first little book in
1851, “I have consented to give a brief sketch of my experience and
views, with the hope that it will cheer and strengthen the humble,
trusting children of the Lord.” The “brief sketch” did that. But her
active life was to extend over another sixty-four years. Now it is
with difficulty that the story is confined to six large volumes.

In a fuller account she makes the simple statement:

I was born at Gorham, Maine, November 26, 1827.
My parents, Robert and Eunice Harmon, were for

many years residents of this state.—Testimonies for
the Church, 1:9.

The village of Gorham is situated some twelve miles west of
the city of Portland in rolling country. If tradition can be trusted,
the Harmon family lived in a little one-and-a-half-story cottage on
Fort Hill, two miles north of the village. The home stood until 1971,
when it was destroyed by fire. It was in this home, in a second-floor
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bedroom, that twins, Ellen Gould and Elizabeth M. Harmon, were
born. Robert Harmon worked the land and possibly, during the
bitterly cold winter months, engaged in making hats part-time to
supplement the rather meager returns from agricultural pursuits.

The name Harmon is well known in the area stretching out
to the west from Portland. The family was not an insignificant
one. [Ellen’s father and mother both sprang from Anglo-Saxon
families with traceable lines back through early american history
to England. See Appendix A for the genealogical records of her
immediate progenitors. A comprehensive “family tree” is available
from the Ellen G. White Estate.] Ellen’s grandfather Daniel had
been a corporal in the Revolutionary War. Her great-grandfather
John had married an Irish woman; they were the first of the Harmons
to settle in Standish, Maine. Ellen’s great-great-grandfather Samuel
had been a landowner in comfortable circumstances in Scarboro,
Maine, where he built a mill on the river, known as “Harmon’s
Mill.” Ellen’s great-great-great-grandfather John served in King
Philip’s War, which broke out in 1675. He fought the Indians in “the
great swamp fight,” then as a reward was given a grant of land in
Maine. He moved to Scarboro in 1726 and was one of the organizers
of the First Congregational Church. Most of the Harmons were
Congregationalists, but Robert, Ellen’s father, broke the tradition.
He became a Methodist.

On July 11, 1810, Robert Harmon married Eunice Gould, of
Portland. At this time Maine was still a part of the State of Mas-
sachusetts. It was not until 1820 that it came into its own as a State
in the Union. Robert and Eunice are spoken of in 1843 as having
been Methodists for forty years, so it seems that both were members
of the church from childhood.

When Ellen and Elizabeth were born, their oldest sister, Caroline,
was 15, Harriet was 13, and John was 11 years old. Mary was 6,
and then there was Sarah—with whom Ellen would have the closest
relationship—who was 5. Robert was nearly 2 years old when the
twins were born.

The Fort Hill farm, on which the Harmon home has been un-
derstood to have been situated, is two or three hundred yards from
the spot where the first settlers of Gorham—also veterans of King
Philip’s War—built their fort for protection against the Indians. We
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can well imagine Ellen as a child listening with other children to the
old-timers of Gorham telling harrowing stories of the Indian wars,
especially of one Gorham settler who decided to stay at home one
more day before going to the fort. He wanted to gather the last of
his crops, then would come with his family. But on that last day
the Indians came, and only one small boy escaped, by hiding in the
woods.

But probably the recollection of Gorham that Ellen would cherish
most was the spacious beauty of the place. The home was located on
the brow of a hill overlooking the valley and the mountains beyond.
Star flowers and trillium spread their carpet of bloom over the forest
floor; beech trees and oaks and birches flung their delicate new
leaves in the breeze against the background of the dark evergreens.
The land sloped away from the farmhouse and provided a beautiful
view of the broad expanse below Sebago Lake; in the distance were
the lifting heights of the White Mountains.

Harbingers of the Advent Awakening

Just two weeks before Ellen’s sixth birthday the local Portland
Advertiser reported:

We are told by the early risers ... that the sky yes-
terday morning [November 13], before sunrise, was full
of meteors and luminous traces, shooting athwart the
heavens in all directions. The sky, some say, seemed
to be on fire—others add that the stars appeared to be
falling.—November 15, 1833.

A few hundred miles away in Low Hampton, New York, a farmer
and former Army officer named William Miller was just beginning
a new career as a preacher. He was telling the world what he had
discovered in the prophecies—that Christ was coming soon, yes,
within ten years. Miller’s first published work, a sixty-four-page
pamphlet, appeared in 1833. That was the year he received his
license to preach, and his traveling, preaching, and correspondence
were increasing rapidly (F. D. Nichol, The Midnight Cry, pp. 52-
57).

[19]
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But in nearby Gorham little Ellen slept soundly through the night
when the stars fell. She knew nothing yet of William Miller and his
message, and in November, 1833, she was probably just starting to
attend school. It is logical to assume that like any healthy youngster
she must have used the carefree moments of her childhood to learn
more about the things around her.

Carefree Childhood Days

With her brothers and sisters Ellen made little journeys into the
woods. In later years she told her children of how on one fall day
they went in search of hickory nuts, gathered and hidden by the
squirrels.

Ellen, always compassionate, took with her a little cloth bag of
corn. When she found a cache of nuts in a hole in a hollow tree,
she eagerly retrieved her find and then substituted the corn she had
brought, hoping that the exchange would not be too disappointing to
the provident squirrels.

As with most families of modest circumstances in those days, the
milk supply came from the family cow. Whether the story she was
to tell in later years took place in Gorham before the family moved
to Portland, or after they had taken up residence in the southern
outskirts of the city, is difficult to determine. We do know that Ellen
at an early age learned to milk and loved the animals for which she
cared.

One evening as she went to the pasture gate to bring the cow
to the shed for milking, the bossy that usually was there waiting
for her was nowhere in sight. Ellen went down through the woods,
frequently calling the cow. Not until she had reached a little brook in
the valley below, did she hear a response. To her dismay she found
the cow in the middle of the stream, with all four feet stuck in the
mud. Immediately Ellen set about devising a plan to get the cow
unstuck. Picking some luscious grass nearby, she reached out to the
cow, who was grateful for something to eat. After repeating this
several times, Ellen offered the cow another generous handful of
grass, but this time held it just a little beyond her reach. Then with
her free hand grasping the nearest horn Ellen urged, “Come, Bossy,”
and moved the grass away. The cow, fearful of losing the promised
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morsel, put forth extraordinary effort to break loose from the mud.
Soon Ellen and cow were making their way back to home and shed.

Early Experiences Recounted

Occasionally in later years Ellen mentioned her girlhood ex-
periences. When she and her twin sister, who was rather chubby
and could not climb as Ellen could, were going through the woods,
Elizabeth would say to Ellen, “Help over log.” Of course Ellen did,
and as she recounted this years later to a nurse, Delia Walker-Lovell,
she remarked, “I have been helping over logs ever since.”

In 1901 she wrote of the character-building discipline that had a
mold on her life:

When I was a child, and was told to do something,
sometimes I would begin to speak words of complaint,
and would go out of the room. But I would be called
back, and asked to repeat what I had said. Then I would
repeat it. My mother would take that up, and show
me how I was a part of the family, a part of the firm;
that it was as much my duty to carry my part of the
responsibility as it was my parents’ duty to take charge
to me. She would carry that out to the letter. I had
my times now and then for amusement, but I tell you
there was no idleness in my home, and there was no
disobedience there that was not taken in hand at once.—
Manuscript 82, 1901.

A “School Days” Experience

An experience at school, as recounted to a group of educators
in the summer of 1891, gives us a glimpse of young Ellen and her
character and her relation to people and circumstances.

In the days that she attended the school on Brackett Street, two
or three students often sat together at one long desk. The girl sitting
beside Ellen one day did something that provoked the teacher. In
a rage he threw a ruler at the head of the offending pupil. His aim
was poor and the ruler hit Ellen instead, gashing her forehead. Here
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1s how she told about it years later at the Harbor Springs teachers’
convention:

It hit me and gave me a wonderful wound. I rose from my seat
and left the room. When I left the schoolhouse and was on the way
home, he ran after me and said, “Ellen, I made a mistake; won’t you
forgive me?”

Said I, “Certainly I will; but where is the mistake?”

“I did not mean to hit you.”

“But,” said I, “it is a mistake that you should hit anybody. I
would just as soon have this gash in my forehead as to have another
injured.”—Manuscript 8a, 1891.

But now back to the times when Ellen Harmon was born. On that
Monday, November 26, when the twins arrived in the second-floor
bedroom of the Harmon home, John Quincy Adams was President
of the United States. The next year, after a bitter election campaign,
he would be replaced by Andrew Jackson. Experiments were being
conducted in building the country’s first railroad. In 1826, just one
year before, the American Temperance Society was incorporated in
Boston.

The Family Moves to the City of Portland

While the Harmon family enjoyed the rural location of their
Gorham home, Robert found his work as a hatter more prosperous
than his farming, and the family moved sometime between 1831 and
1833 to the city of Portland, where he could give his full time to his
trade. They first lived in a house on Spruce Street on the growing
western edge of the city. Later they moved a few blocks down the
hill to 44 Clark Street, for according to the city records it was there
that Robert Harmon the Hatter lived in 1844.

When the family moved to Portland the population of the city
was thirteen thousand. Business was good and growing. The city
itself was situated on a peninsula jutting out into Casco Bay. When
the Harmons moved there, the hills were virtually uninhabited, the
main part of the city being concentrated in the center of the peninsula,
which is about three miles long.

Ellen’s mother, Eunice Gould, had grown up in Portland and
came from a highly respected family. The city directory of 1834
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shows seventeen Goulds, including a hatter, a hat store owner, and a
widow named Sarah Gould. The name Sarah was given to Ellen’s
favorite older sister.

The Portland the Youthful Ellen Harmon Knew

Portland, Maine, from its infancy was an important seaport. At
no time was this more true than during Ellen’s childhood. The poet
Longfellow was born in a home at the edge of Casco Bay, and had
grown up there just twenty years earlier. He left a rich source of
poetic descriptions of Portland life. “I remember,” Longfellow wrote,
“the black wharves and the slips, and the sea-tides tossing free; and
Spanish sailors with bearded lips, and the beauty and mystery of the
ships.”—*“My Lost Youth,” Complete Poetical Works, p. 194.

We can imagine Ellen and Elizabeth, perhaps in company with
their older brother John, or even their father, visiting Portland Pier
along Fore Street. Portland was noted for its trade with the West
Indies, just as Salem, Massachusetts, specialized in the East India
trade, and New Bedford in whaling. Along the Fore Street wharves
were crowded a forest of masts: brigs, barks, majestic clippers,
schooners, and even a few whalers. The “Spanish sailors with
bearded lips” and with elaborate tattoos were there too. As Ellen
and Elizabeth walked along, wide-eyed, under the pointed bowsprits
of the graceful square-riggers, they could see the busy counting
offices; the ship chandler’s stores with their ropes, pulleys, anchors,
chronometers, and other navigational instruments; and, here and
there, the two-story sail lofts with their signs flapping from the
upper windows.

The stevedores, many of them black, were hoisting the heavy
barrels of Jamaica rum and molasses from the holds of the ships,
and along with the sweating and swearing came the rhythmic songs
of the islands.

The life of the sailors was hard and hazardous, and the Portland
papers frequently carried stories about ships lost at sea or grounded
and thrashed to shreds on the rocky coasts of New England. Many
a home built in the city of Portland had its “widow’s walk,” a little
porchlike area with a neatly painted white balustrade around it at the
very top of a house. It is said that from these vantage points those
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who waited the return of a husband, father, or son could look out
over Casco Bay to watch for the return of the ship that had been out
upon the seas for months or perhaps even a year or more.

The chief export from Portland was lumber. Portland’s streets
were often lined with teams of oxen hauling timber out of the virgin
wilderness of Maine. While Portland sent its lumber out to different
parts of the world, it received from the West Indies sugar, molasses,
coffee, tobacco, spices, and of course, rum. The big share of the
latter, considering the large sailor population in the town, kept things
lively. Portland was early a center of temperance activity.

The city directory of 1834 lists the professions of the men of the
city and shows that it had 256 laborers, 220 mariners, 209 dealers
in West Indian goods, 145 carpenters, and 131 ship captains. All
of these jobs were related to the sea, for Portland was not only a
seaport but also a shipbuilding center of considerable importance.

The weather in Portland was colder than it is today. The average
yearly temperature between 1820 and 1833 was a mere 43 F. Febru-
ary was the coldest month, with the temperature hovering around 20
F. most of the time. In July the temperature reached the upper 60s.
Snow was heavy, a little under five feet annually, but in 1833 nearly
eight feet fell. The homes were heated by wood-burning stoves, and
for light, whale-oil lamps were used. Common use of kerosene was
yet two or three decades away. The Harmon home was brightened
outside by the flowers that Eunice Harmon loved. The inside of the
house was equipped for hatmaking.

We can imagine Robert Harmon taking his twin girls along to
the wood market that occupied an entire block in the heart of the
city, bounded by Brown, Congress, Center, and Free streets. Here
farmers would unload cord wood and bargain with the townspeople.
It might well have been here that Robert Harmon bought beaver and
rabbit pelts of animals that the farmers had trapped. He would have
to hire someone to take his wood and pelts home, for only a wealthy
family kept its own horse and carriage or wagon.

Hatmaking in the Harmon House

The animal pelts he bought would soon begin their transforma-
tion into fur top hats. First he would lay the pelt on a table and
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with a stout brush rub in a solution of mercuric nitrate. This highly
poisonous solution was necessary to make the infinitesimal barbs
on each strand of fur become more pronounced. Then with either
large shears or a scraping knife he would remove the fur from the
skin and place it in a stack. After the hair had been laboriously
picked out of the fur, the most difficult part of the process began.
A device resembling a violin bow but five or six times as big was
brought down over the table. Snapping the catgut on the pile of
fur on the bench separated, scattered, and gradually deposited the
particles in a smaller and finer sheet. Each sheet represented one hat.
With further manipulation, the fibers hooked themselves together
into what ultimately became the fur fabric of the hat. The rest of
the process is difficult to describe, but Ellen eventually learned the
simplest part of it, which was shaping the crown of the hat.

The price of a hat ranged all the way from 75 cents to $15,
depending on the quality of the fur. It must be remembered that in
those days 75 cents was the pay for ten hours of diligent work of a
well-trained artisan.

Robert Harmon soon discovered, as did others in Portland, that
in the South, with its agricultural economy, the prices for hats were
much better than they were for those sold locally. In early 1804 the
hatters of New England had established stores in Savannah, Georgia.
Hats worth $90 a dozen in the North went for $120 a dozen in the
South. Robert Harmon made a business trip to Georgia in 1837, the
year of Ellen’s accident.

Attending Brackett Street School

It was probably in the autumn of 1833 that Ellen started school,
just before her sixth birthday. It could have been earlier, for at
that time children could be in school at 5 or even a bit younger.
The school was conducted in a frame building on Brackett Street,
some four or five short blocks from the Harmon home. In 1836
the wooden building was replaced by a two-story brick structure,
and it was doubtless in this building that Ellen spent her last full
year in school. School was conducted during both summer and
winter in Portland, and once the grind began it was merciless on
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small children. But Ellen loved it, and she had great ambitions in
obtaining a good education and making something of herself.

As for textbooks, Samuel Worcester’s first, second, and third
books of reading and spelling were prescribed, but there were never
enough books to go around. Ellen advanced rapidly, and soon the
teacher was calling on her to read the lessons for the rest of the
class. She moved upstairs with the more advanced pupils, but was
sometimes called down to read for the little ones in the primary
room.

Years later, when she was traveling on the train with her husband,
James White, she was reading to him an article he had written, and
together they were correcting it. A lady leaned forward and touched
her shoulder, saying, “Aren’t you Ellen Harmon?”

“Yes,” she replied, “but how did you know me?”

“Why,” said the lady, “I knew you by your voice. I attended
school on Brackett Street in Portland, and you used to come and
read our lessons to us. We could understand them better when you
read them than when anyone else did.”—DF 733c.

The Textbooks She Read

Instead of Dick and Jane, the reader Ellen Harmon used had none
other than a little girl named Ellen as a heroine. The sketches that
illustrate the primer show Ellen wearing a long, straight, light-col-
ored skirt. The hem had a little ruffle that came just to the top of her
shoes. The blouse had a broad collar and short, puffed sleeves and
was fastened down the front with hooks and eyes. Other pictures of
the primer depict long-sleeved dresses for older girls and sometimes
a hat with a gracefully upturned broad brim and a low, round top.
One lesson about Ellen is titled “A Good Girl.”

No pains were spared to indoctrinate the youngsters with the
virtues of hard work and obedience. In other lessons Christian
theology was forthrightly taught, and every scholar who could read
was required to have a Testament of his own from which several
verses were read each day at the opening and close of school.

Among the prescribed books for children, and possibly some
of the same ones she referred to in later years, was the Methodist
Sabbath School. Ellen was to recall that she had “read many of the
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religious biographies of children who had possessed numberless
virtues and lived faultless lives.” She would repeat to herself again
and again, “If that is true, I can never be a Christian. I can never hope
to be like those children.”—Notebook Leaflets from the Elmshaven
Library, 1:146, 147. Such thoughts drove her almost to despair.

Robert Harmon’s Trip to Georgia

In 1837, when Ellen was 9, America was struck with depres-
sion, and the hat business was severely affected. Robert Harmon
found that the stock of hats made during the long winter months of
1836-1837 moved very slowly, so he decided to take his supply to
Georgia in hope of a more ready sale. There was doubtless an air
of excitement in the family the night before he was to leave, and
they helped wrap the hats and place them in a large leather bag. We
can imagine the whole family following the father to the stage depot
early the next morning, first along the dirt paths near their home,
and then on the wooden sidewalks down to the old “Elm House” on
the corner of Federal and Temple streets, to catch the western stage
for Portsmouth, Boston, and points south.

This was the golden age of stage travel, and Portland was a
major center on which all the lines converged. At times it was
almost impossible to pass through Federal Street on account of the
coaches drawn up two and three deep, morning and night.

The horses of the leading coach were tied to the splendid elm
tree that stood in front of the inn. Behind this there might be a
great variety of vehicles, even an imposing Concord coach drawn
by six or perhaps eight horses. This wonderful affair must have
delighted Ellen and the other youngsters with its decorations of gold
and yellow.

The family probably waited outside on the sidewalk as Father
Harmon went in to purchase his ticket. Perhaps as they waited
they would hear the coachman’s horn signaling an approaching
stage. This was the best part of it all, for no matter how slowly the
stages traveled between stops, the drivers had trained their teams to
perfection in the art of arriving at the tavern door with great dash
and spirit.
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And the stage driver himself, as he hopped down from his perch,
was a sight to behold. He wore new store clothes in contrast with
the homespun of most people, and with his fancy tailored overcoat
and gorgeous-colored sash, he inspired the awe of any curious child.

As Robert Harmon passed up his hat bag to the top of the stage,
then climbed in and turned to wave Goodbye, he had his last look
at the cheerful, perfectly formed features of Ellen’s face. The next
time he was to see her, she would be much changed.



Chapter 2—(1836-1843) Abrupt Changes in Ellen’s
Life

It was midafternoon and school was out. The 9-year-old twins,
Ellen and Elizabeth, were on their way home, along with a classmate.
As the three girls crossed the park they noticed that an older girl
who also attended the Brackett Street School was following them.
She shouted some angry words and was closing the gap between
them. The Harmon children had been taught never to retaliate, never
to engage in a fight with anyone, but rather if there was trouble to
hurry home. This the girls were intent on doing. Ellen later wrote of
what happened next:

We were doing this, running towards home, but the
girl was following us with a stone in her hand. I turned
to see how far she was behind me, and as I turned,
the stone hit me on my nose. I fell senseless. When
I revived, I found myself in a merchant’s store, the
blood streaming from my nose, my garments covered
with blood, and a large stream of blood on the floor.—
Spiritual Gifts, 2:7.

A customer in the store, a total stranger to the Harmon girls,
offered to take Ellen home in his carriage, but the little girl, fearing
that she would soil his carriage with her blood, refused the offer.
Little did she realize the severity of her injury or how weak she was.
With her two companions she started on foot for home, but soon
grew faint. Dizziness overtook her, and then she collapsed to the
ground. Her twin sister and her schoolmate carried her the block or
two to her home. She later recounted:

I have no recollection of anything for some time after the acci-
dent. My mother says that I noticed nothing, but lay in a stupid state
[a coma] for three weeks. No one thought I would live except my
mother. For some reason she felt that I would not die.—Ibid., 2:8.
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The description of her symptoms would lead to the opinion that
she suffered a concussion. The physician who was called offered no
hope of her making a recovery, nor had he any treatment to recom-
mend. These were times of great ignorance in the medical world.
One of the neighbors, certain that Ellen could not live, asked if she
might buy a burial robe for her. “Not yet” was Eunice Harmon’s
reply, for something told her that Ellen would live.

As the little girl regained consciousness she was totally ignorant
of the cause of her illness. It seemed to her she had been in a long
sleep. She had no memory of the accident; all she knew was that she
lay on her cot in great weakness. Then one day on hearing a visiting
neighbor say, “What a pity! I should not know her,” her curiosity
was aroused. She asked for a mirror, only to be shocked at what the
glass reflected. Of this she wrote:

Every feature of my face seemed changed. The
sight was more than I could bear. The bone of my
nose proved to be broken. The idea of carrying my
misfortune through life was insupportable. I could see
no pleasure in my life. I did not wish to live, and I dared
not die, for I was not prepared.—Ibid., 2:9.

As Ellen’s father was in Georgia on business, the mother carried
the burden created by the accident. Friends who visited advised
Ellen’s mother to prosecute the father of the girl who, as they said,
“ruined” her. But her mother was for peace, and she replied that if
such a course could bring Ellen back to health and natural looks,
there would be something gained, but as that was impossible, it was
best not to make enemies (Ibid., 2:8).

Physicians were consulted. One thought that a silver wire might
be put in her nose to hold it in shape, but doing so would have been
excruciatingly painful, for anesthetics were not known in those days,
and the doctor thought it would be of little use. Since she had lost
so much blood it was considered doubtful that she could sustain the
shock of surgery.

This was followed by a crushing experience of which she wrote:

At the time of my misfortune my father was absent
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in Georgia. When he returned, he spoke to my brother
and sisters, and inquired for me.... It was hard to make
him believe that I was his Ellen. This cut me to the heart;
yet I tried to put on an appearance of cheerfulness, when
my heart ached.—Ibid., 2:10.

By sad experience she soon learned the difference one’s personal
appearance makes in the treatment received from others, especially
among children. Slowly she gained her strength, but as she was able
to join in play with young friends, she found that they spurned her.
She was almost crushed by this experience. She wrote:

My life was often miserable, for my feelings were
keenly sensitive. I could not, like my twin sister, weep
out my feelings. My heart seemed so heavy, and ached
as though it would break, yet I could not shed a tear....
Others would pity and sympathize with me, and that
weight, like a stone upon my heart, would be gone.

How vain and empty the pleasures of earth looked
to me. How changeable the friendship of my young
companions. A pretty face, dress, or good looks, are
thought much of. But let misfortune take some of these
away, and the friendship is broken.

But I began to turn to my Saviour where I found
comfort. I sought the Lord earnestly, and received con-
solation. I believed that Jesus did love even me.—Ibid.,
2:10, 11.

Some fifty years later, on a visit to Portland, Maine, she had an
opportunity to ponder in retrospect:

I visited ... the spot where I met with the accident....
this misfortune, which for a time seemed so bitter and
was so hard to bear, has proved to be a blessing in
disguise. The cruel blow which blighted the joys of
earth, was the means of turning my eyes to heaven. I
might never have known Jesus, had not the sorrow that
clouded my early years led me to seek comfort in Him.


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_2SG.10.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_2SG.10.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_2SG.10.1

[31]

36 Ellen G. White: The Early Years: 1827-1862 (vol. 1)

She added:

I have read of a little bird that while his cage is full
of light never sings the songs his master would teach
him. He will listen, and learn a snatch of this, a trill of
that, but never a separate and entire melody.

But the master covers his cage, and then, in the dark, he listens
to the one song he is to sing. He tries and tries again to sing that
song, until it is learned, and he breaks forth in perfect melody; and
then the cage is uncovered, and ever after he can sing it in the light.

Thus God deals with His creatures. He has a song to teach us,
and when we have learned it amid the deep shadows of affliction,

we can sing it ever afterward.—The Review and Herald, November
25, 1884.

Schooling Cut Off

As soon as Ellen felt she was able to do so, she attempted to
continue her schoolwork, but she could attend classes only intermit-
tently. She recounted:

My health was so poor that I could attend school
but little. It was almost impossible for me to study, and
retain what I learned. The same girl who was the cause
of my misfortune, was appointed by our teacher as a
monitor to assist me in writing, and to aid me in getting
my lessons. She always seemed sorry for what she had
done, and I was careful not to remind her of the great
injury she had done me. She was tender and patient with
me, and much of her time seemed sad and thoughtful,
as she saw me laboring to get an education.

My hand trembled so that I made no progress in
writing, and could get no further than the first examples,
which are called coarse-hand. As I labored to bend
my mind to my studies, the letters of my book would
run together, large drops of perspiration would stand
upon my brow, and I would become dizzy and faint.—
Spiritual Gifts, 2:11, 12.
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Advised by her teacher to drop out of school until her health had
improved, she for a time gave up attempts to attend. She recalled:

It was the hardest struggle of my young life to yield
to my feebleness and decide that [ must leave my studies
and give up the hope of gaining an education.—Testi-
monies for the Church, 1:13.

Some three years later Ellen attempted to pick up her schoolwork,
enrolling in a “female seminary,” but she soon discovered that it was
difficult to maintain her religious experience in a large seminary.
Besides, she was physically unable to cope with the strain. At
this point she gave up all attempts to gain a formal education (Life
Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White (1880), 148).

Her mother, a wise and careful woman, did not allow Ellen to
grow up in ignorance; at home she learned many of the practical
lessons needed in preparation for life. And Ellen studied in the
school of nature, for the spacious Deering’s Oaks Park was within
walking distance, over the hill, from her home. Later she reported: “I
have spent many pleasant hours in the woods at that place.”—Letter
193, 1903.

Early Religious Instruction

The Harmons were members of the Chestnut Street Methodist
church. There under a succession of pastors (most of them did not
stay more than one or two years) Ellen and her twin sister and older
members of the family received their early religious instruction.
The church had pews in the gallery and on the main floor. The
Harmons probably occupied main-floor pews. There were also
backless benches for the less affluent worshipers, who paid a yearly
fee of $1 apiece to reserve a place.

Robert Harmon was a pillar in the church—an exhorter, which
means that sometimes he would stand at the close of the sermon
to give, in good Methodist fashion, an extemporaneous layman’s
response to the challenge of the sermon.

History records one point of early contention—the use of in-
strumental music. The church was rocked by controversy when
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it installed a pipe organ—said to be the first church organ in any
Methodist church in the United States. “The New York Christian
Advocate came out strongly against the move, arguing that it would
lead away from the simplicity of Methodism and spirituality of reli-
gion. When a Methodist bishop was asked how he liked the tone of
the new organ he replied, ‘Oh, it is so loud I heard it all the way to
New York.””

It is difficult to judge by the available data just how formal or
enthusiastic the worship was in the Chestnut Street church. At one
time there was quite a controversy over shouting loud amens. [There
was a branch of the methodists that engaged in ecstatic experiences,
particularly that of shouting. Meetings were conducted on weeknight
evenings where it was expected there would be considerable shouting
of the praises of God. It was not uncommon when one anticipated
attending such a meeting to say that he was “going to a shout.”]

And then there were the Methodist class meetings. These were
always less formal than the Sunday services. Held in private homes,
they were each attended by a dozen or so people. A Methodist paper
published both in Boston and Portland gives a sketch of the class
meeting:

After opening the meeting in the usual way [with
singing and prayer], he [the class leader] states his own
experience for the week; then, requesting the members
to keep their seats (as rising often imposes stiffness and
embarrassment), he enters into a familiar conversation
with each one, in which he aims to develop some one
or all of the following points: namely, perfection in
love, how obtained, and the evidences of it; freedom
from condemnation; abiding witness of the Spirit; sense
of darkness; recent victories over sin; growth in grace;
besetting sins; faithfulness in duty, in prayer, watch-
fulness, self-denial; honesty in business transactions;
entire consecration to God, etc.—Zion’s Herald and the
Maine Wesleyan Journal, vol. 13, p. 158.

The comment follows that “Brother Y’s class meetings are al-
ways lively, spiritual, and profitable sessions.”— Ibid.
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This kind of meeting, with its testimony, counsel, confession,
encouragement, and praise, lent itself to free expression and reli-
gious fervor. Attendance was considered mandatory for any good
Methodist. It was in this environment that Ellen faced the struggles
in her religious experience in her girlhood.

Wrestling with the Problems of ‘“Conversion”

“I was unreconciled to my lot,” she wrote, “and at times mur-
mured against the providence of God in thus afflicting me.” She
comments on her unwise course:

I concealed my troubled feelings from my family
and friends, fearing that they could not understand me.
This was a mistaken course. Had I opened my mind
to my mother, she might have instructed, soothed, and
encouraged me.... [ locked my secret agony within my
heart, and did not seek the advice of experienced Chris-
tians as I should have done. No one conversed with
me on the subject of my soul’s salvation, and no one
prayed with me. I felt that Christians were so far re-
moved from me, so much nobler and purer than myself,
that I dared not approach them on the subject that en-
grossed my thoughts, and was ashamed to reveal the lost
and wretched condition of my heart.—Life Sketches of
James White and Ellen G. White (1880), 135, 136.

The William Miller Lectures

In March, 1840, [Ellen White’s earliest accounts, based on mem-
ory, incorrectly give the year as 1839 (see Spiritual Gifts, 2:12).] a
revival in Portland, Maine, brought some hope to the 12-year-old
girl. William Miller lectured in the city on the second coming of
Christ. The meetings were held in the Casco Street Christian church.
She attended with her friends and family. Her description of the
meetings is vivid:

These lectures produced a great sensation, and the
Christian church, on Casco Street, that Mr. Miller occu-
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pied, was crowded day and night. No wild excitement
attended these meetings, but a deep solemnity pervaded
the minds of those who heard his discourses. Not only
was there manifested a great interest in the city, but the
country people flocked in day after day, bringing their
lunch baskets, and remaining from morning until the
close of the evening meeting.

Mr. Miller dwelt upon the prophecies, compar-
ing them with Bible history, that the end of the world
was near. I attended these meetings in company with
my friends and listened to the strange doctrines of the
preacher. Four years previous to this, on my way to
school, I had picked up a scrap of paper containing an
account of a man in England who was preaching that
the earth would be consumed in about thirty years from
that time.... Now I was listening to the most solemn
and powerful sermons to the effect that Christ was com-
ing in 1843, only a few short years in the future. The
preacher traced down the prophecies with a keen exac-
titude that struck conviction to the hearts of his hearers.
He dwelt upon the prophetic periods, and piled up proof
to strengthen his position. Then his solemn and power-
ful appeals and admonitions to those who were unpre-
pared, held the crowd as if spellbound.—Life Sketches
of James White and Ellen G. White (1880), 136, 137.

As to the reaction of the listeners and the influence of his work
on the city of Portland, Ellen White observed:

Terrible conviction spread through the entire city.
Prayer meetings were established, and there was a gen-
eral awakening among the various denominations, for
they all felt more or less the influence that proceeded
from the teaching of the near coming of Christ.—Ibid.,
137.

The Maine Wesleyan Journal reported “crowded congregations
in [the] Casco Street church.” Miller is described as “self-possessed
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and ready; distinct in his utterance, and frequently quaint in his
expressions.”—Quoted in Nichol, The Midnight Cry, p. 77.

It was reported that Miller held his listeners spellbound, speaking
for one and a half or two hours. At times he carried on make-believe
conversations between the objector and the inquirer, supplying in a
very natural manner the questions and answers. Although he was
grave, he sometimes produced a smile from his audience.

The work Miller started in Portland in the thirteen days he spent
there continued after his departure. Lorenzo D. Fleming, pastor
of the local Christian Connection, reported to Miller soon after the
meetings closed:

The good work has been progressing firmly. I should
think somewhere near two hundred have professed con-
version in our meetings since you left and the good
work is spreading all over the city and in the country
all around the city. Such a time was never known here.
A number of grogshops have been broken up and con-
verted into little meetinghouses. One or two gambling
establishments have been also broken up. Little prayer
meetings have been set up in almost every part of the
city.... Many opposers begin to acknowledge that there
1s a work of God here.—Quoted in Nichol, The Mid-
night Cry, p. 76.

Another Fleming letter, the one addressed to Joshua V. Himes,
the publisher of the Signs of the Times, reported:

Being down in the business part of our city on the
fourth instant [April 4, 1840], I was conducted into a
room over one of the banks, where I found about thirty
or forty men of different denominations engaged in one
accord in prayer at about eleven o’clock in the daytime!
... There was nothing like extravagant excitement, but
an almost universal solemnity on the minds of all the
people. One of the principal booksellers, informed me
that he had sold more Bibles in one month (since Brother
Miller came here) than he had in any four months pre-
vious.—Quoted in Nichol, The Midnight Cry, p. 78.

[36]



[37]

42 Ellen G. White: The Early Years: 1827-1862 (vol. 1)

Miller’s burden of soul is reflected in a letter he wrote as he
closed his work in Portland:

Those souls whom I have addressed in my six
months’ tour are continually before me, sleeping or
waking; I can see them perishing by thousands; and
when I reflect on the accountability of their teachers,
who say “Peace and safety,” I am in pain for them.—
Quoted in Nichol, The Midnight Cry, p. 78.

The memories of 12-year-old Ellen regarding the far-reaching
influence of William Miller preaching in Portland are well sustained
in contemporary records.

Ellen’s Developing Christian Experience

In the autobiographical accounts as found in the 1880, 1888,
and 1915 editions of Life Sketches (designated in this account as
ILS, 2LS, and 3LS) Ellen White presents in detail her struggles in
her developing Christian experience. Much is omitted here in order
to allow a quick running account touching essential points. With
her parents, she had been very faithful in attending the Methodist
meetings. She and her brother Robert also attended rather faithfully
the Millerite meetings on Casco Street. In the summer of 1842 she
and her parents attended the Methodist camp meeting at Buxton,
Maine. She went hoping that she would find an experience that
would bring her peace of mind. One sermon in particular led her to
an understanding of justification by faith. Of this she wrote:

At length I was greatly relieved while listening to a
discourse from the words: “I will go in unto the king,”
“and if I perish, I perish.” In his remarks the speaker
referred to those who were wavering between hope and
fear, longing to be saved from their sins and receive the
pardoning love of Christ, yet held in doubt and bondage
by timidity and fear of failure. He counseled such ones
to surrender themselves to God and venture upon His
mercy without delay.... All that was required of the
sinner, trembling in the presence of his Lord, was to
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put forth the hand of faith and touch the scepter of His
grace. That touch insured pardon and peace.... These

words comforted me and gave me views of what I must
do to be saved.—Ibid., 140, 141.

But the lessons in the simplicity of faith and the importance
of implicit trust came to Ellen slowly. Soon after her return to
Portland from the camp meeting, she was taken into the Methodist
Church on probation, with baptism to follow in due time. At that
period baptism as a means of full acceptance into the Methodist
Church was performed either by sprinkling or immersion. Ellen
chose immersion; on Sunday afternoon, June 26, 1842, she and
eleven others were baptized in the rather rough waters of Casco Bay.
She described the important event:

The waves ran high, and dashed upon the shore;
but my peace was like a river. When I arose out of
the water, my strength was nearly gone, for the power
of God rested upon me. Such a rich blessing I never
experienced before. I felt dead to the world, and that
my sins were all washed away. The same day a sister
and myself were taken into the church.—Spiritual Gifts,
2:13.

William Miller’s Second Visit to Portland

At about this time—in 1842—William Miller was back in Port-
land for a second series of meetings on the Second Advent. As
before, the meetings were held in the Christian church on Casco
Street. Of his reception and the manner of his work Ellen White
wrote:

This second course created much more excitement
in the city than the first. The different denominations,
with a very few exceptions, closed the doors of their
churches against Mr. Miller. Many discourses from the
various pulpits sought to expose the alleged fanatical
errors of the lecturer. But crowds of anxious listeners
attended his meetings, while many were unable to enter
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the house, which was literally packed. The congrega-
tions were unusually quiet and attentive.

She described his demeanor and manner of delivery:

His manner of preaching was not flowery or oratori-
cal, but he dealt in plain and startling facts that roused
his hearers from the apathy in which they had been
locked. He substantiated his statements and theories by
Scripture as he progressed. A convicting power attended
his words that seemed to stamp them as the language of
truth.

He was courteous and sympathetic. When every
seat in the house was full, and the platform and places
about the pulpit seemed crowded, I have seen him leave
the desk and walk down the aisle, and take some feeble
old man or woman by the hand and find a seat for them,
then return and resume his discourse. He was indeed
rightly called Father Miller, for he had a watchful care
over those who came under his ministrations, was affec-
tionate in his manner, of genial and tender heart. He was
a very interesting speaker, and his exhortations, both to
professed Christians and the impenitent, were appropri-
ate and powerful.—Life Sketches of James White and
Ellen G. White (1880), 148, 149.

Ellen fully accepted Miller’s presentations and continued to at-
tend the Advent meetings in the church on Casco Street. At times in
the development of her Christian experience, clouds seemed to hang
low over her. There were periods of joy and happiness and periods
of deep concern (Ibid., 154).

Two Significant Dreams

At this time she had two dreams, one of visiting the temple in
heaven (Testimonies for the Church, 1:27, 28) and the other in which
she was taken up steps to see Jesus (Ibid., 1:28, 29). In this latter
dream it seemed that He received her with a smile. Putting His hand
on her head He said, “Fear not.” She was given a green cord, which
represented faith, and she later declared, “The beauty and simplicity
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of trusting in God began to dawn upon my soul.”—Ibid., 1:29. Now [39]
she did what she had not done before:

I now confided all my sorrows and perplexities to
my mother. She tenderly sympathized with and encour-
aged me, advising me to go for counsel to Elder [Levi]
Stockman, who then preached the Advent doctrine in
Portland.... Upon hearing my story, he placed his hand
affectionately upon my head, saying with tears in his
eyes: “Ellen, you are only a child. Yours is a most
singular experience for one of your tender age. Jesus
must be preparing you for some special work.” ... “Go
free, Ellen,” said he; “return to your home trusting in
Jesus, for He will not withhold His love from any true
seeker.”—Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G.
White (1880), 157-159.

What courage the counsel of this man of God brought to Ellen!
She later commented:

During the few minutes in which I received instruc-
tion from Elder Stockman, I had obtained more knowl-
edge on the subject of God’s love and pitying tenderness
than from all the sermons and exhortations to which 1
had ever listened.—Ibid., 159.

This was the turning point in Ellen’s experience. Reaching home,
she promised the Lord that she would do and suffer anything to have
the favor of Jesus. That evening she attended a prayer meeting. As
she offered her first prayer in public, the burden and agony of soul
she so long endured vanished. Relating the experience, she told how
“the blessing of the Lord descended upon me like the gentle dew. I
praised God from the depths of my heart. Everything seemed shut
out from me but Jesus and His glory, and I lost consciousness of
what was passing around me.”—Ibid., 159. She wrote:

For six months not a shadow clouded my mind, nor
did I neglect one known duty. My whole endeavor was
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to do the will of God and keep Jesus and heaven contin-
ually in my mind. I was surprised and enraptured with
the clear views now presented to my mind of the atone-
ment and the work of Jesus Christ. I will not attempt
to farther explain the exercises of my mind, suffice it
to say that old things had passed away, all things had
become new. There was not a cloud to mar my perfect
bliss. I longed to tell the story of Jesus’ love, but felt
no disposition to engage in common conversation with
anyone. My heart was so filled with love to God and
the peace that passeth understanding, that I loved to
meditate and to pray.—Ibid., 161.

Bearing Public Witness

After this experience Ellen, when opportunity came, bore witness
for the Lord. Of one such experience she wrote:

I attended the Advent meeting. When the time ar-
rived for the followers of Christ to speak in His favor, I
could not remain silent, but rose and related my expe-
rience. Not a thought had entered my mind of what I
should say; but the simple story of Jesus’ love to me fell
from my lips with perfect freedom, and my heart was so
happy to be liberated from its thralldom of dark despair
that I lost sight of the people about me and seemed to be
alone with God. I found no difficulty in expressing my
peace and happiness, except for the tears of gratitude
that choked my utterance, as I told of the wondrous love
that Jesus had shown for me.... My heart was so over-
flowing with joy that I wanted to tell others how much
the Lord had done for me.—Ibid., 161, 162.

The witness she bore was so effective that she received invita-
tions to bear her testimony in “conference” meetings. Then, con-
cerned for her young friends, she arranged meetings with them.
Often these young people were considerably older than she. “In
every instance but one,” she reported, “these persons yielded them-
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selves to the Lord.”—Ibid., 163. Her work was received with mixed
reactions. “Peculiar trials sometimes beset me,” she noted.

Those older in experience than myself endeavored
to hold me back and cool the ardor of my faith, but with
the smiles of Jesus brightening my life, and the love
of God in my heart, I went on my way with a joyful
spirit.—Ibid., 164.

Ellen’s father and mother were earnest believers in the near
Advent, and members of the family still attended the Methodist
church and the class meetings held in private homes. At one such [41]
class meeting Ellen told in a simple way the story of her experience,
first of suffering under the burden of sin and then the blessings she
enjoyed as her life had been brought into full conformity to the will
of God. She mentioned her joy in the confidence of Jesus’ soon
coming.

She wrote of the reaction of some:

In unsuspecting simplicity I expected that my
Methodist brethren and sisters would understand my
feelings and rejoice with me. But I was disappointed;
several sisters groaned and moved their chairs noisily,
turning their backs upon me. I could not think what had
been said to offend them, and spoke very briefly, feeling
the chilling influence of their disapprobation.—Ibid.,
165.

The class leader turned to her and asked if it would not be more
pleasant to live a long life of usefulness, doing others good, than for
Jesus to come speedily and destroy poor sinners. She replied that
she longed for the coming of Jesus to put sin to an end.

He then inquired if I would not rather die peacefully
upon my bed than to pass through the pain of being
changed, while living, from mortality to immortality.
My answer was that I wished for Jesus to come and take
His children; that I was willing to live or die as God
willed, and could easily endure all the pain that could
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be borne in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye; that
I desired the wheels of time to roll swiftly round, and
bring the welcome day when these vile bodies should be
changed, and fashioned like unto Christ’s most glorious
body. I also stated that when I lived nearest to the Lord,
then I most earnestly longed for His appearing.—Ibid.,
165, 166.

The class leader responded that he took great joy in anticipating
the temporal millennium of a thousand years, when the earth would
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
When the meeting broke up, Ellen and her brother Robert felt the
coldness of their erstwhile friends. As they walked home they talked
of their surprise that the subject of the near coming of Jesus should
awaken such bitter antagonism.

“Ellen,” said Robert, “are we deceived? Is this hope
of Christ’s soon appearing upon the earth a heresy, that
ministers and professors of religion oppose it so bitterly?
They say that Jesus will not come for thousands and
thousands of years. If they even approach the truth, then
the world cannot come to an end in our day.”—Ibid.

To this Ellen quickly replied:

“I have not a doubt but that the doctrine preached
by Mr. Miller is the truth. What power attends his
words, what conviction is carried home to the sinner’s
heart.”—Ibid.

They decided that it was their duty and privilege to look for the
Saviour’s coming, and it would be safest to be ready.

At another class meeting, when it came time to testify, Ellen’s
heart was so full that she again spoke of looking forward in glad
expectation of soon meeting her Redeemer. She said that this hope
stirred her to earnestly seek sanctification of the Spirit of God.

“You received sanctification through Methodism,” interjected the
class leader. “Through Methodism, sister, not through an erroneous
theory.” Reporting the experience, she noted:
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My heart was full of love and happiness, but I felt
compelled to confess the truth, that it was not through
Methodism my heart had received its new blessing, but
by the stirring truths heard concerning the personal ap-
pearance of Jesus. Through them I found peace, joy, and
perfect love. Thus my testimony closed, the last that I
was to bear in class with my Methodist brethren. Robert
then spoke in his meek way, yet in so clear and touch-
ing a manner that some wept and were much moved;
but others coughed dissentingly and seemed quite un-
easy. After leaving the classroom, we again talked over
our faith, and marveled that our Christian brethren and
sisters could so illy endure to have a word spoken in
reference to our Saviour’s coming. We thought if they
loved Jesus as they should, it would not be so great an
annoyance to hear of His second advent, but, on the
contrary, they would hail the news with great joy. We
were convinced that we ought no longer to attend the
Methodist class meeting.—Ibid., 168.

Cast Out from the Methodist Church

Not long after this steps were taken by officers of the Chestnut
Street Methodist church to separate the Harmon family from its
membership. Ellen recounted the traumatic experience:

The Methodist minister made us a special visit, and
took the occasion to inform us that our faith and Method-
ism could not agree. He did not inquire our reasons for
believing as we did, nor make any reference to the Bible
in order to convince us of our error; but he stated that we
had adopted a new and strange belief that the Methodist
Church could not accept. My father replied that he must
be mistaken in calling this a new and strange doctrine,
that Christ Himself had preached His second advent to
His disciples.—Ibid., 172.

Robert Harmon was prepared to quote Scripture in defense of
his faith, including the promises of Jesus Himself that He would
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come again. “This is our offense,” Harmon said, “believing the
word of Jesus and His disciples. This is a very old doctrine, and
bears no taint of heresy.” The minister mustered no Scripture text
to prove the Harmons in error. Rather, he advised the family to
withdraw quietly from the church and avoid the publicity of a trial.
But this proposition Robert Harmon refused to accept. Explained
Ellen White:

We were aware that others of our brethren were
meeting with similar treatment, for a like cause, and
we did not wish it understood that we were ashamed
to acknowledge our faith, or were unable to sustain it
by Scripture; so my parents insisted that they should
be acquainted with the reasons for this request.—Ibid.,
173.

The family could not see that looking for the coming of their
Saviour constituted a wrong that called for separation from the
church. Shortly they were notified to be present at a meeting to
be held in the church vestry. Ellen told of what took place:

There were but few present. The influence of my
father and his family was such that our opposers had no
desire to present our cases before a larger number of the
congregation. The single charge preferred was that we
had walked contrary to their rules.

Upon our asking what rules we had violated, it was
stated, after a little hesitation, that we had attended other
meetings and had neglected to meet regularly with our
class....

It was asked if we would confess that we had de-
parted from their rules, and if we would also agree to
conform to them in the future. We answered that we
dared not yield our faith nor deny the sacred truth of
God; that we could not forego the hope of the soon com-
ing of our Redeemer; that after the manner which they
called heresy we must continue to worship the Lord.
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My father in his defense received the blessing of God,
and we all left the vestry with free spirits and happy in
the consciousness of right and the approving smile of
Jesus.—Ibid., 175.

The outcome was as expected, and there was no delay on the
part of the church in dealing with the Harmon family:

The next Sunday, [According to the church records,
September, 1843.] at the commencement of love-feast,
the presiding elder [Charles Baker] read off our names,
seven in number, as discontinued from the church. He
stated that we were not expelled on account of any
wrong or immoral conduct, that we were of unblem-
ished character and enviable reputation; but we had been
guilty of walking contrary to the rules of the Methodist
Church.

He also declared that a door was now open and all
who were guilty of a similar breach of the rules, would
be dealt with in like manner.—Ibid.

Some of the members who held in their hearts the Advent hope
soon withdrew from the church, but, observed Ellen, by some “‘the
favor of God was sold for a place in the Methodist Church.”

This is one of the early cases in connection with the proclamation
of the soon coming of the Lord that the message of the second angel
of Revelation 14 seemed to apply: “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city” (verse 8). (The message was repeated in Revelation 18,
with the added warning: “Come out of her, my people” [verse 4].) It

was to become clearly recognized a few months later, in the spring
of 1844.
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Chapter 3—(1844) 1844—The Year of Expectation
and Disappointments

The days came and went, bringing the expectation of the coming
of Jesus ever nearer. Ellen, her older sister Sarah, and her twin
sister Elizabeth worked in the home with textiles that they might
have means with which to purchase tracts and books heralding the
message of the Second Advent. Ellen could earn 25 cents a day,
many times working while propped up in her bed. The literature
thus purchased they placed in the hands of persons of experience
who could send it abroad.

The Question of the Immortality of the Soul

About this time Ellen’s mother and a sister attended a meeting at
which was presented the mortal state of man. It was explained that
at his death man did not go to heaven or hell, but back to the dust
from whence he came. As the subject was talked over in the home,
Ellen was deeply concerned. She wrote:

I listened to these new ideas with an intense and
painful interest. When alone with my mother, I inquired
if she really believed that the soul was not immortal.
Her reply was she feared we had been in error on that
subject as well as upon some others.

“But Mother,” said I, “do you really believe that
the soul sleeps in the grave until the resurrection? Do
you think that the Christian, when he dies, does not go
immediately to heaven, nor the sinner to hell?”

She answered: “The Bible gives us no proof that
there is an eternally burning hell. If there is such a place,
it should be mentioned in the Sacred Book.”

“Why, Mother!” cried I, in astonishment. “This is
strange talk for you! If you believe this strange theory,
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do not let anyone know of it, for I fear that sinners would
gather security from this belief and never desire to seek
the Lord.”

“If this is sound Bible truth,” she replied, “instead of
preventing the salvation of sinners, it will be the means
of winning them to Christ. If the love of God will not
induce the rebel to yield, the terrors of an eternal hell
will not drive him to repentance.”—Life Sketches of
James White and Ellen G. White (1880), 170, 171.

Some months later when she herself heard a sermon on the sleep
of the dead, she believed it to be the truth. Of this she wrote:

From the time that light in regard to the sleep of the
dead dawned upon my mind, the mystery that had en-
shrouded the resurrection vanished, and the great event

itself assumed a new and sublime importance.—Ibid.,
171.

Step by step Ellen was being led into an understanding of Bible
truths, truths that would become the foundation stones of Seventh-
day Adventism.

The Time of Expectation Passes

Advent believers were now living in the terminal year of the
2300-year prophecy of Daniel 8:14, the year of the expected Advent.
This, according to the accepted form of Jewish reckoning, would
terminate on April 21, 1844. In simple language Ellen has given an
account of what took place:

Unity and peace now dwelt among our people who
were looking forward toward the coming of the Lord.
How carefully and tremblingly did we approach the time
of expectation. We sought, as a people, with solemn
earnestness to purify our lives that we might be ready
to meet the Saviour at His coming. Notwithstanding
the opposition of ministers and churches, Beethoven
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Hall, in the city of Portland, was nightly crowded, and
especially was there a large congregation on Sundays....

Meetings were still held at private houses in dif-
ferent parts of the city with the best results. Believers
were encouraged to work for their friends and relatives,
and conversions were multiplying day by day.—Life
Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White (1880),
180.

Ellen White recalled that the rich and the poor, the high and
the low, ministers and laymen, crowded into Beethoven Hall to
hear the doctrine of the Second Advent. At each meeting a short,
pointed discourse was given, and the way was opened for general
exhortation. The spirit of opposition was held in check.

The presence of holy angels was felt, and Ellen White added,
“The numbers were daily being added to the little band of believ-
ers.”—Ibid., 181. During the last few weeks leading up to April 21,
1844—the last day of the 2300-day prophecy, as they then under-
stood it, thus closing the year during which they expected the return
of their Lord—preparation for the event became paramount. She
reports:

Worldly business was for the most part laid aside
for a few weeks. We carefully scrutinized every thought
and emotion of our hearts as if upon our deathbeds and
in a few hours to close our eyes forever upon earthly
scenes. There was no making “ascension robes” for the
great event; we felt the need of internal evidence that
we were prepared to meet Christ, and our white robes
were purity of soul, character cleansed from sin by the
atoning blood of our Saviour.

But the time of expectation passed. This was the first
close test brought to bear upon those who believed and
hoped that Jesus would come in the clouds of heaven.

The disappointment of God’s waiting people was
great. The scoffers were triumphant and won the weak
and cowardly to their ranks. Some who had appeared
to possess true faith seemed to have been influenced


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS80.180.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS80.180.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS80.180.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS80.181.1

(1844) 1844—The Year of Expectation and Disappointments 55

only by fear, and now their courage returned with the
passing of time, and they boldly united with the scoffers
declaring they had never been duped to really believe
the doctrine of Miller, who was a mad fanatic. Others,
naturally yielding or vacillating, quietly deserted the
cause.—Ibid., 184, 185.

How the faithful looked upon the situation is explained by Ellen
White:

We were perplexed and disappointed, yet did not [48]
renounce our faith. Many still clung to the hope that
Jesus would not long delay His coming; the Word of
the Lord was sure, it could not fail. We felt that we had
done our duty, we had lived up to our precious faith;
we were disappointed but not discouraged; the signs of
the times denoted that the end of all things was near at
hand; we must watch and hold ourselves in readiness
for the coming of the Master at any time. We must
wait with hope and trust, not neglecting the assembling
of ourselves together for instruction, encouragement,
and comfort, that our light might shine forth into the
darkness of the world.—Ibid., 185.

A Test of True Character
She added:

We fully believed that God, in His wisdom, de-
signed that His people should meet with a disappoint-
ment, which was well calculated to reveal hearts and
develop the true characters of those who had professed
to look for and rejoice in the coming of the Lord. Those
who embraced the first angel’s message (see Revelation
14:6, 7) through fear of the wrath of God’s judgments,
not because they loved the truth and desired an inheri-
tance in the kingdom of heaven, now appeared in their
true light.—Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G.
White (1880), 186.
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An interesting point is that scholars, even those who had no
confidence in the near advent of Christ, saw no flaw in the reckoning
of the prophecy. Ellen White noted this:

The mistake made in reckoning the prophetic pe-
riods was not at once discovered even by learned men
who opposed the views of those who were looking for
Christ’s coming. These profound scholars declared that
Mr. Miller was right in his calculation of the time,
though they disputed him in regard to the event that
would crown that period. But they, and the waiting peo-
ple of God, were in common error on the question of
time.—Ibid.

Ardently the believers had proclaimed what they understood to
be the message of the first angel of Revelation: “The hour of his
judgment is come” (verse 7). The Bible contained most assuring
prophecies concerning the second advent of Christ, foremost of
which was given by Jesus Himself: “I go to prepare a place for
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”
(John 14:2, 3).

Some of these promises seemed linked with the judgment. Basic
was the prophecy of Daniel 8:14: “Unto two thousand three hundred
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” They thought this earth
to be the sanctuary; it would be cleansed by fire at the second advent
of Christ.

When April 21, 1844, passed—the time first thought to be the
end of the 2300 days—and Jesus did not come, the believers checked
and rechecked the basis of their reckoning. Ellen White explained
this:

Calculation of the time was so simple and plain that
even the children could understand it. From the date of
the decree of the king of Persia, found in Ezra 7, which
was given in 457 before Christ, the 2300 years of Daniel
8:14 must terminate with 1843. Accordingly we looked
to the end of this year for the coming of the Lord. We
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were sadly disappointed when the year entirely passed
away and the Saviour had not come.

It was not at first perceived that if the decree did not
go forth at the beginning of the year 457 B.C., the 2300
years would not be completed at the close of 1843. But it
was ascertained that the decree was given near the close
of the year 457 B.C., and therefore the prophetic period
must reach to the fall of the year 1844. Therefore the
vision of time did not tarry, though it had seemed to do
so. We learned to rest upon the language of the prophet,
“For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the
end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for
it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.”—Life
Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White (1880),
185, 186.

The surety of the Word of God, and the many evidences of the
work of the Spirit of God through the proclamation of the coming
Advent, provided compelling reasons for holding on to cherished
and seemingly certain hopes.

The early Adventists who had been firmly established in the
joyous message of the soon-coming Christ to this earth now saw that
there was a “tarrying time” they had overlooked; this proved to be a
“sad and unlooked-for surprise.”

The Second Angel’s Message

We return to Ellen White’s vivid account of this crucial year with
its rapidly transpiring events. She summarizes the happenings of a
few months:

Our hopes now centered on the coming of the Lord
in 1844. This was also the time for the message of the
second angel, who, flying through the midst of heaven,
cried, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city.” Many
left the churches in obedience to the message of the
second angel. Near its close the Midnight Cry was
given: “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to
meet him”!
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Light was being given concerning this message in
every part of the land, and the cry aroused thousands.
It went from city to city, from village to village, and
into the remote country regions. It reached the learned
and talented, as well as the obscure and humble.—Ibid.,
187.

She wrote of this time as “the happiest year of my life. My heart
was full of glad expectation; but I felt great pity and anxiety for
those who were in discouragement and had no hope in Jesus.”

It was during this period of expectation and waiting that, as
noted in her statement quoted above, the message of the second
angel began to sound. Another who passed through the experience
reported, “We all rushed out of Babylon.”—JW to L. W. Hastings,
August 26, 1848. It was later in this period that eyes turned to
October 22, which, according to the Karaite reckoning, would be
the exact time for the fulfillment of the prophecy of Daniel 8:14. It
came about this way:

October 22, 1844, The Day of Expectation

A careful study of types and antitypes led to the observation that
the crucifixion of Christ took place on the very day in the yearly
round of ceremonies given to Israel when the Passover lamb was
slain. Would not the cleansing of the sanctuary typified in the Day of
Atonement—rfalling on the tenth day of the seventh month—Ilikewise
take place on the very day in the year celebrated in the type? (see
The Great Controversy, 399). This, according to the true Mosaic
reckoning of time, would be October 22. Early in August, 1844, at a
camp meeting at Exeter, New Hampshire, this view was introduced
and 1t was accepted as the date for the fulfillment of the prophecy of
the 2300 days. The parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-13
took on particular significance—the tarrying of the bridegroom, the
waiting and slumbering of those who awaited the marriage, the cry at
midnight, the shutting of the door, et cetera. The message that Christ
was coming on October 22 came to be known as the “midnight
cry.” “The ‘midnight cry,”” wrote Ellen White, “was heralded by
thousands of believers.” She added:
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Like a tidal wave the [seventh-month] movement
swept over the land. From city to city, from village to
village, and into remote country places it went, until the
waiting people of God were fully aroused.—The Great
Controversy, 400.

The rapidity with which the message spread is depicted by writ-
ers cited by L. E. Froom:

Bates left the record that the Exeter message “flew
as it were upon the wings of the wind.” Men and women
sped by rail and water, by stagecoach and horseback,
with bundles of books and papers, distributing them as
“profusely as the leaves of autumn.” White said, “The
work before us was to fly to every part of that wide field,
sound the alarm, and wake the slumbering ones.” And
Wellcome adds that the movement broke forth like the
released waters of a dam. Fields of ripened grain were
left standing unharvested, and full-grown potatoes left
undug in the ground. The coming of the Lord was nigh.
There was no time now for such earthly things.—The
Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers, Vol. IV, p. 816.

As an eyewitness and participant in the movement, Ellen White
described the character of the rapidly accelerating work:

Believers saw their doubt and perplexity removed,
and hope and courage animated their hearts. The work
was free from those extremes which are ever manifested [52]
when there is human excitement without the controlling
influence of the word and Spirit of God.... It bore the
characteristics that mark the work of God in every age.
There was little ecstatic joy, but rather deep searching
of heart, confession of sin, and forsaking of the world.
A preparation to meet the Lord was the burden of ago-
nizing Spirits....

Of all the great religious movements since the days
of the apostles, none have been more free from human
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imperfection and the wiles of Satan than was that of
the autumn of 1844. Even now, after the lapse of many
years [1888], all who shared in that movement and who
have stood firm upon the platform of truth still feel the
holy influence of that blessed work and bear witness
that it was of God.—Ibid., 400, 401.

In spite of the evidences of a work sweeping across the land
and drawing thousands into the fellowship of the Second Advent,
and some two hundred ministers from various churches united in
spreading the message, [See C. M. Maxwell, Tell it to the world,
pp. 19, 20.] the Protestant churches as a whole spurned it and used
every means at their command to prevent the belief in Christ’s soon
coming from spreading. No one dared to mention in a church service
the hope of the soon coming of Jesus, but to those awaiting the event
it was quite different.

Ellen White told what it was like:

Every moment seemed precious and of the utmost
importance to me. I felt that we were doing work for
eternity, and that the careless and uninterested were
in the greatest peril. My faith was unclouded, and I
appropriated the precious promises of Jesus to myself....

With diligent searching of hearts and humble confes-
sion we came prayerfully up to the time of expectation.
Every morning we felt that it was our first business to
secure the evidence that our lives were right before God.
We realized that if we were not advancing in holiness
we were sure to retrograde. Our interest for each other
increased; we prayed much with and for one another.

We assembled in the orchards and groves to com-
mune with God and to offer up our petitions to Him,
feeling more clearly His presence when surrounded by
His natural works. The joys of salvation were more
necessary to us than our food and drink. If clouds ob-
scured our minds we dared not rest or sleep till they
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were swept away by the consciousness of our accep-
tance with the Lord.—Life Sketches of James White
and Ellen G. White (1880), 188, 189.

The Great Disappointment of October 22, 1844

With bated breath the Adventists, no less than fifty thousand and
probably nearer one hundred thousand scattered largely across the
northeastern portion of North America, arose to greet the eventful
day, Tuesday, October 22, 1844.

Some sought vantage points where they could peer into the clear
heavens, hoping to catch a first glimpse of the coming of their
returning Lord. When would Jesus come? The morning hours
slowly passed and noon came, then midafternoon; finally darkness
settled upon the earth. But it was still October 22, and it would be
till midnight. At last that hour came, but Jesus did not come. The
disappointment was almost beyond description. In later years some
wrote of the experience. Hiram Edson gave a vivid account of how
they looked for the coming of the Lord “until the clock tolled twelve
at midnight. Then our disappointment became a certainty.” Of his
experience in the depths of sorrow he wrote:

Our fondest hopes and expectations were blasted,
and such a spirit of weeping came over us as I never
experienced before. It seemed that the loss of all earthly
friends could have been no comparison. We wept and
wept, till the day dawn.

I mused in my own heart, saying, “My advent ex-
perience has been the richest and brightest of all my
Christian experience. If this had proved a failure, what
was the rest of my Christian experience worth? Has the
Bible proved a failure? Is there no God, no heaven, no
golden home city, no Paradise? Is all this but a cun-
ningly devised fable? Is there no reality to our fondest
hope and expectation of these things?”” And thus we had
something to grieve and weep over, if all our fondest
hopes were lost. And as I said, we wept, till the day
dawn.—DF 588, Hiram Edson manuscript (see also The
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Review and Herald, June 23, 1921).

Another Advent believer who passed through the painful experi-
ence in Vermont, Washington Morse, recounted: [See F. D. Nichol,
The Midnight Cry, pp. 247-250, for other accounts. ]

That day came and passed, and the darkness of an-
other night closed in upon the world. But with that
darkness came a pang of disappointment to the Advent
believers that can find a parallel only in the sorrow of
the disciples after the crucifixion of their Lord.

The passing of the time was a bitter disappointment.
True believers had given up all for Christ, and had shared
His presence as never before. The love of Jesus filled
every soul; and with inexpressible desire they prayed,
“Come, Lord Jesus, and come quickly”: but He did not
come.

And now, to turn again to the cares, perplexities,
and dangers of life, in full view of jeering and reviling
unbelievers who scoffed as never before, was a terrible
trial of faith and patience. When Elder Himes visited
Waterbury, Vermont, a short time after the passing of
the time, and stated that the brethren should prepare for
another cold winter, my feelings were almost uncon-
trollable. I left the place of meeting and wept like a
child.—In Ibid., May 7, 1901

We turn again to Ellen White’s eyewitness account:

It was hard to take up the vexing cares of life that
we thought had been laid down forever. It was a bit-
ter disappointment that fell upon the little flock whose
faith had been so strong and whose hope had been so
high. But we were surprised that we felt so free in the
Lord, and were so strongly sustained by His strength
and grace....

We were disappointed but not disheartened. We
resolved to submit patiently to the process of purify-
ing that God deemed needful for us; to refrain from
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murmuring at the trying ordeal by which the Lord was
purging us from the dross and refining us like gold in
the furnace. We resolved to wait with patient hope for
the Saviour to redeem His tried and faithful ones.

We were firm in the belief that the preaching of the
definite time was of God. It was this that led men to
search the Bible diligently, discovering truths they had
not before perceived....

Our disappointment was not so great as that of the
disciples. When the Son of man rode triumphantly into
Jerusalem they expected Him to be crowned king.... Yet
in a few days these very disciples saw their beloved Mas-
ter, whom they believed would reign on David’s throne,
stretched upon the cruel cross above the mocking, taunt-
ing Pharisees. Their high hopes were drowned in bit-
ter disappointment, and the darkness of death closed
about them. Yet Christ was true to His promises.—Life
Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White (1880),
189-192.

The Failing Health of Ellen Harmon

It was during this period of uncertainty and bitter disappointment
that Ellen’s health, already impaired, worsened rapidly. Tuberculo-
sis, it seemed, would take her life. She could speak only in a whisper
or broken voice. Her heart was seriously affected. She found it
difficult to breathe lying down, and at night was often bolstered to
almost a sitting position. She was frequently awakened from sleep
by coughing and bleeding in her lungs.

While Ellen was in this condition she responded to an invitation
from a close friend, Mrs. Elizabeth Haines, just a little older than
she, to visit her in her home across the causeway in South Portland.
It was now December, but even so Ellen went to spend a few days
with her. Elizabeth also was perplexed because of the seeming
failure of the fulfillment of prophecy in October. Ellen had given up
confidence in the validity of the October date. For her and her close
associates, October 22 seemed now to have no real significance.


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS80.189.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS80.189.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS80.189.1

[56]

64 Ellen G. White: The Early Years: 1827-1862 (vol. 1)

They now looked for the events they had expected to take place on
October 22 as yet in the future (Letter 3, 1847; A Word to the Little
Flock, 22).

Ellen Harmon Given a Vision—Her First

Three other young women joined Mrs. Haines and Ellen for
morning family worship. Tradition has it that this worship experi-
ence occurred in the second-floor room of the house at the corner of
Ocean and C streets. The exact date 1s not known, but in 1847 Ellen
White placed it in December, 1844.

“It was not an exciting occasion,” Ellen later recalled. “While I
was praying, the power of God came upon me as I had never felt it
before. I was wrapped in a vision of God’s glory, and seemed to be
rising higher and higher from the earth, and was shown something of
the travels of the Advent people to the Holy City.”—Early Writings,
13 (see also Experience and Views, p. 5).

As she recounted the experience about a year later in a letter to
Enoch Jacobs, editor of the Day-Star, [Up to this time the vision
had been recounted only in oral form. She could not hold her hand
steady enough to write at the time of the vision nor for several
months following it.] she declared:

As God has shown me the travels of the Advent
people to the Holy City, and the rich reward to be given
those who wait the return of their Lord from the wed-
ding, it may be my duty to give you a short sketch of
what God has revealed to me. The dear saints have got
many trials to pass through. But our light afflictions,
which are but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory—while we look
not at the things which are seen, for the things which
are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen
are eternal.

I have tried to bring back a good report, and a
few grapes from the heavenly Canaan, for which many
would stone me, as the congregation bade stone Caleb
and Joshua for their report (Numbers 14:10). But I de-
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clare to you, my brethren and sisters in the Lord, it is a
goodly land, and we are well able to go up and possess
it.—FExperience and Views, pp. 9, 10.

The First Vision as Published in the Day-Star

While [I was] praying at the family altar, the Holy
Ghost fell upon me, and I seemed to be rising higher
and higher, far above the dark world. I turned to look
for the Advent people in the world, but could not find
them, when a voice said to me, Look again, and look a
little higher.

At this, I raised my eyes and saw a straight and
narrow path, cast up high above the world. On this path
the Advent people were traveling to the City, which was
at the farther end of the path. They had a bright light
set up behind them at the first end of the path, which an
angel told me was the Midnight Cry. This light shone
all along the path, and gave light for their feet so they
might not stumble. And if they kept their eyes fixed on
Jesus, who was just before them, leading them to the
City, they were safe.

But soon some grew weary, and said the City was
a great way off, and they expected to have entered it
before. Then Jesus would encourage them by raising
His glorious right arm, and from His arm came a glori-
ous light which waved over the Advent band, and they
shouted, Hallelujah!

Others rashly denied the light behind them, and said
that it was not God that had led them out so far. The light
behind them went out, which left their feet in perfect
darkness, and they stumbled and got their eyes off the
mark and lost sight of Jesus, and fell off the path down
in the dark and wicked world below. It was just as
impossible for them to get on the path again and go to
the City, as all the wicked world which God had rejected.
They fell all the way along the path one after another,
until we heard the voice of God like many waters, which

[57]



[58]

66

Ellen G. White: The Early Years: 1827-1862 (vol. 1)

gave us the day and hour of Jesus’ coming. The living
saints, 144,000 in number, knew and understood the
voice, while the wicked thought it was thunder and an
earthquake. When God spake the time, He poured on
us the Holy Ghost, and our faces began to light up and
shine with the glory of God as Moses’ did when he
came down from Mount Sinai.

By this time the 144,000 were all sealed and per-
fectly united. On their foreheads was written, God,
New Jerusalem, and a glorious star containing Jesus’
new name.

At our happy, holy state the wicked were enraged,
and would rush violently up to lay hands on us to thrust
us in prison, when we would stretch forth the hand
in the name of the Lord, and the wicked would fall
helpless to the ground. Then it was that the synagogue
of Satan knew that God had loved us who could wash
one another’s feet and salute the holy brethren with a
holy kiss, and they worshiped at our feet.

Soon our eyes were drawn to the east, for a small
black cloud [See the later expanded account in The
Great Controversy, 640-642.] had appeared, about half
as large as a man’s hand, which we all knew was the
sign of the Son of man. We all in solemn silence gazed
on the cloud as it drew nearer, [and became] lighter,
and brighter, glorious, and still more glorious, till it was
a great white cloud. The bottom appeared like fire, a
rainbow was over it, around the cloud were ten thousand
angels singing a most lovely song.

And on it sat the Son of man, on His head were
crowns, His hair was white and curly and lay on His
shoulders. His feet had the appearance of fire, in His
right hand was a sharp sickle, in His left a silver trumpet.
His eyes were as a flame of fire, which searched His
children through and through.

Then all faces gathered paleness, and those that God
had rejected gathered blackness. Then we all cried out,
Who shall be able to stand? Is my robe spotless? Then
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the angels ceased to sing, and there was some time of
awful silence, when Jesus spoke, Those who have clean
hands and a pure heart shall be able to stand; My grace
1s sufficient for you. At this, our faces lighted up, and
joy filled every heart. And the angels struck a note
higher and sung again while the cloud drew still nearer
the earth.

Then Jesus’ silver trumpet sounded, as He de-
scended on the cloud, wrapped in flames of fire. He
gazed on the graves of the sleeping saints, then raised
His eyes and hands to heaven and cried, Awake! Awake!
Awake! ye that sleep in the dust, and arise. Then there
was a mighty earthquake. The graves opened, and the
dead came up clothed with immortality. The 144,000
shouted, Hallelujah! as they recognized their friends
who had been torn from them by death, and in the same
moment we were changed and caught up together with
them to meet the Lord in the air.

We all entered the cloud together, and were seven
days ascending to the sea of glass.—The Day-Star, Jan-
uary 24, 1846 (see also Early Writings, 14-16).

As Ellen in vision entered the New Jerusalem, she saw harps of
gold and palms of victory given to the redeemed; she saw the tree of
life and the throne of God, and she conversed with Brethren Fitch and
Stockman, who had been laid in the grave a little before the October
22 disappointment. The account closes with all joining in the cry
“Hallelujah, heaven is cheap enough!” and she relates, “We touched
our glorious harps and made heaven’s arches ring.”—Ibid.(see also
Ibid., 16, 17).

The Vision Answered Many Pressing Questions

What a glorious and comprehensive revelation!

As the five women were praying that December morning in
South Portland, one question was uppermost in their minds: Was
the experience through which they had just passed in 1844 one in
which God led? Was prophecy fulfilled on October 22, or was their
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experience a delusion without sound scriptural support and without
the leadings of the Spirit of God? In their hearts they cried out,
“Why, oh, why were we disappointed?”

The vision answered the first question. God had led them in their
past experience. The Midnight Cry was in the providence of God.
It was pictured as “light”—Ilight behind them that shone all about
the path. Also she was shown that they were at the beginning of a
path, rather than at the end of it, as they had supposed. The vision
gave assurance that if they kept their eyes fixed on Jesus they would
safely enter upon the heavenly reward. And they were given inklings
of what the reward was like.

As to the second question, “Why were they disappointed?”’—this
could and would be answered from Bible study. How gracious of
the Lord to give light in that dark and discouraging hour!



Chapter 4—(1844-1845) Make It Known to Others

Through the early-winter months of 1844-1845, the Advent be-
lievers in Portland, Maine—and, in fact, elsewhere—seldom smiled.
On the streets they were taunted and ridiculed by former friends and
acquaintances. They often had to meet the assertion “You were a
set of fools and fanatics” or “I told you so.” The uniform testimony
of those who passed through the experience was that only those
who had endured it could realize the depth of disappointment and
its reality.

During the last days of October and through November, many of
the believers lived in constant expectancy. The Advent papers that
survived carried word from the leaders in the movement confirming
them in their confidence that prophecy had been fulfilled. Wrote
William Miller in a letter dated November 18, 1844:

We have done our work in warning sinners, and in
trying to awake a formal church. God in His providence
has shut the door; we can only stir one another up to be
patient, and be diligent to make our calling and election
sure.—Letter published in Advent Herald, December
11, 1844.

They fully believed that probation had closed and Jesus would
come at almost any moment. But as the days stretched into weeks
and Jesus did not come, their faith began to waver. By Decem-
ber most of the believers in the Portland area had abandoned their
confidence in the integrity of the October 22 date (A Word to the
Little Flock, 22). Every passing day drove home the conviction that
nothing had taken place at that time. James White reported in 1847:

When she [Ellen] received her first vision, Decem-
ber, 1844, she and all the band [the group of Advent
believers] in Portland, Maine (where her parents then
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resided) had given up the midnight cry, and shut door,
as being in the past.—Ibid.

In other words, they assumed that the 2300 days had not ended
yet. Writing to Joseph Bates on July 13, 1847, Ellen White declared:

At the time I had the vision of the midnight cry
[December, 1844], I had given it up in the past and
thought it future, as also most of the band had.—Letter
3, 1847.

This experience became quite general, and by April, 1845, the
larger part of those who had been in the Advent movement and had
not immediately repudiated their experience came to conclude that
there had been a mistake in the date and that they must look for the
fulfillment of the 2300-day prophecy at some time yet to come.

But that vision given to Ellen Harmon in December in the Haines
home presented an entirely different picture. God had led His peo-
ple. The Midnight Cry—a phrase that, as noted, grew out of the
application of the parable of the ten virgins to October 22, 1844—
shone as a light upon the pathway of the Advent believers who were
making their way to the heavenly Canaan. If they trusted this light
and kept their eyes fixed on Jesus they would safely enter into their
reward.

Ellen’s Confrontation

What would this 17-year-old girl who had been given a vision
do—a vision that presented information contrary to her own thinking
and contrary to what was now held by the Advent believers generally
in the Portland area? In recounting the experience two years later
in her letter to Joseph Bates, she told of how God instructed her to
deliver the message to the band. She also related her reaction:

I shrank from it. I was young, and I thought they
would not receive it from me.—Ibid.

So instead of remaining at home, for she knew a meeting was to
be held there that night, she got into a sleigh and rode three or four
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miles to the home of a friend. There, hidden in seclusion, she felt
she would avoid her responsibility. Knowing how the Adventists in
the Portland area generally looked on the October 22 experience,
she feared the prospects of setting before them any view that would
be in conflict.

At her friend’s home she found Joseph Turner, leader of the
Adventists in the Portland area and an important Millerite editor. He
had recently reached the conclusion that the Bridegroom had come
and prophecy was being fulfilled. Ellen knew nothing of Turner’s
position, which her vision actually supported.

As she later recalled, he inquired how she was and if she was in
the way of her duty. She knew she was not. Ignoring the questions,
she hastened upstairs to a bedroom where she secluded herself. A
little later in the day Turner went to her room. She wrote:

When he came up, he asked if I was to be at the
meeting [at her parents’ home] [Prior to October 22 and
for a time following, the harmon home at 44 clark street
was one of the meeting places for the advent believers. ]
that night.

I told him, “No.”

He said he wanted to hear my vision and thought it
duty for me to go home.

I told him I should not. He said no more, but went
away. I thought, and told those around me, if I went I
should have to come out against his views, thinking he
believed with the rest. I had not told any of them what
God had shown me.—Ibid.

How she suffered in body and mind that day! It seemed to her
that God had forsaken her. Finally she promised the Lord that if He
would give her strength to ride home that night she would at the first
opportunity deliver the message He had given to her. He did give
her strength. She did ride home that night, but it was late when she
got there, and the meeting was over and the people were gone. Not
a word was said to her by her family about the meeting or what was
presented or how many attended. She later learned that only a few
had been present.

[62]


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.3%2C.1847

[63]

72 Ellen G. White: The Early Years: 1827-1862 (vol. 1)

At the next meeting held in her parents’ home she recounted
in careful detail what had been shown to her in the vision. What a
relief this brought to the Adventists in Portland! They knew Ellen;
they knew her family. They had heard that a vision had been given
to her, and when they heard it from her own lips they accepted
what she told them as a message from God. It met a need in their
experience. According to James White there were about sixty [As
the harmon home in portland was small, it could accommodate less
than half this number. Arrangements must have been made for a
more commodious meeting place for her to relate her views. This
is suggested in her account of a meeting where william foy, who
had received two visions some three years before, heard her relate
her first vision, as recounted by her in an interview in 1906. See
appendix B for Foy’s experience.] belonging to the Advent band
in Portland who accepted the vision and through it regained their
confidence in the fulfillment of prophecy concerning October 22,
1844 (A Word to the Little Flock, 22).

It would seem that the first telling of the vision in her parents’
home in Portland took place within a few days of the vision itself,
which she later pinpointed as having occurred in December, 1844.
Events took place in rapid succession. In her biographical account
she stated:

About one week after this the Lord gave me another
view, and showed me the trials I must pass through; that
I must go and relate to others what He had revealed to
me; that I should meet with great opposition, and suffer
anguish of spirit. Said the angel, “The grace of God
is sufficient for you; He will sustain you.”—Spiritual
Gifts, 2:35.

This vision troubled her much, for in it she was commissioned
to go out among the people and present the truths that God had
revealed to her. Her health was poor; she was in constant bodily
suffering; tuberculosis ravaged her lungs and gave every appearance
that she was “marked for the grave.” Her family was without money;
it was midwinter in Maine. She was timid and entertained serious
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misgivings about traveling and coming before the people with the
claim to have had visions.

For several days and far into the night Ellen prayed that God
would remove the burden from her and place it upon someone more
capable of bearing it. But constantly the words of the angel sounded
in her ears: “‘Make known to others what I have revealed to you.””—
Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White (1880), 194.
Recalling the experience, she wrote:

It seemed impossible for me to accomplish this work that was
presented before me; to attempt it seemed certain failure. The trials
attending it seemed more than I could endure. How could I, a child
in years, go forth from place to place unfolding to the people the holy
truths of God? My heart shrank in terror from the thought.—Ibid.

Oh, how welcome death would have been, for it would have
released her from the responsibilities that were crowding in upon
her! She talked with her father of her perplexities. He repeatedly
assured her that if God had called her to labor in other places He
would not fail to open the way for her. But to Ellen it seemed
impossible to submit to the commission.

Soon the peace of God that she had enjoyed left her; for a time
she even refused to attend the meetings held in her home. One
evening she was persuaded to be present. John Pearson encouraged
her to surrender her will to the will of God. In her distress she could
not muster courage to bring her own will into play. But now her
heart united with the petitions of her friends. She later recounted:

While prayer was offered for me, that the Lord
would give me strength and courage to bear the mes-
sage, the thick darkness that had encompassed me rolled
back, and a sudden light came upon me. Something that
seemed to me like a ball of fire struck me right over
the heart. My strength was taken away, and I fell to the
floor. I seemed to be in the presence of the angels. One
of these holy beings again repeated the words, “Make
known to others what I have revealed to you.”—Life
Sketches of Ellen G. White, 71.
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When Ellen regained her consciousness, Elder Pearson, who
because of rheumatism could not kneel, stood and declared:

“I have seen a sight such as I never expected to see.
A ball of fire came down from heaven, and struck Sister
Ellen Harmon right on the heart. I saw it! I saw it! I can
never forget it. It has changed my whole being. Sister
Ellen, have courage in the Lord. After this night I will
never doubt again.”—Ibid.

Fear of Exaltation

One reason Ellen shrank from the trying ordeal was that
she recalled the experience of some entrusted by God with large
responsibilities who became proud. She feared that this might be a
danger to her. She in vision discussed it with the angel. “If I must
go and relate what thou hast shown me,” she pleaded, “preserve me
from undue exaltation.”

Replied the angel: “Your prayers are heard and shall
be answered. If this evil that you dread threatens you,
the hand of God will be stretched out to save you; by
affliction He will draw you to Himself and preserve your
humility.

“Deliver the message faithfully. Endure unto the end
and you shall eat the fruit of the tree of life and drink of
the water of life.”—Life Sketches of James White and
Ellen G. White (1880), 196.

With this assurance in her heart Ellen committed herself to the
Lord, ready to do His bidding whatever that might be or whatever
the cost.

This experience must have taken place in mid-January, 1845.
How quickly Providence opened the way for her to enter into her
work! Ellen had two married sisters living in Poland, Maine, about
thirty miles north of Portland. One, Mary, was married to Samuel
Foss. In late January he had business in Portland, and while he was
in the city he called at the Harmon home. He told Ellen that Mary
was eager that she should come and visit her. “I thought this was
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an opening from the Lord,” she later wrote (Letter 37, 1890). She
decided to go with him to Poland.

In the bitter cold and in spite of her feeble health, she made
the thirty-mile journey with her brother-in-law—crouched on the
bottom of the sleigh with a buffalo robe over her head. When she
reached Poland she learned that there would soon be a meeting of the
Adventists at the little chapel on McGuire’s Hill. Mary invited Ellen
to attend. She consented, and at the meeting stood to relate what
God had shown her in vision. For five minutes she spoke in only a
whisper, then her voice broke clear and she addressed the audience
for nearly two hours. This was the first occasion that she told of her
first vision outside of Portland. She reported, “In this meeting the
power of the Lord came upon me and on the people.”— Ibid. She
stated:

When my message was ended my voice was gone
until I stood before the people again, when the same
singular restoration was repeated. I felt a constant assur-
ance that I was doing the will of God, and saw marked
results attending my efforts.—Life Sketches of James
White and Ellen G. White (1880), 197.

Meeting Hazen Foss

The next morning in her sister’s home she met Hazen Foss, who
told Ellen his story:

Some time before the first vision was given to Ellen in Decem-
ber, the Lord had given just such a vision to Hazen. He had been
instructed that he was to tell others what God had revealed to him.
However, he felt he had been deceived in the disappointment of
1844. He knew, too, that ridicule and scorn would come to any-
one who claimed to have a vision from God, so he refused to obey
the promptings of God’s Spirit. Again the Lord came near to him
in vision; he was instructed that if he refused to bear the message
Heaven would have him give to the people, the Lord would reveal it
to someone else, placing His Spirit on the weakest of the weak.

But Hazen still felt that he could not bear the burden and the
reproach of standing before the people to present a vision from God.
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He told the Lord that he would not do it. Then very strange feelings
came over him, and “a voice said, ‘you have grieved away the Spirit
of the Lord.””—Letter 37, 1890. This frightened Hazen. Horrified
at his own stubbornness and rebellion, he told the Lord that he
would now relate the vision. He called a meeting of the Adventists
for the purpose. When the people came together he recounted his
experience. Then he tried to tell what was shown to him, but he
could not call it to mind. Even with the most concentrated effort he
could not recall a word of it. He cried out in distress,

“It 1s gone from me; I can say nothing, and the Spirit
of the Lord has left me.”—Ibid.

Those who were present described the meeting as the most terri-
ble meeting they ever were in.

As Hazen talked with Ellen that February morning in Poland, he
told her that although he had not gone into the chapel where she had
spoken the evening before, he had stood outside the door and heard
every word that she had said. He declared that what the Lord had
shown to her had first been shown to him. But, said he:

I was proud; I was unreconciled to the disappoint-
ment. I murmured against God, and wished myself dead.
Then I felt a strange feeling come over me. I shall be
henceforth as one dead to spiritual things.... I believe
the visions are taken from me, and given to you.

“Do not refuse to obey God, for it will be at the peril
of your soul. I am a lost man. You are chosen of God;
be faithful in doing your work, and the crown I might
have had, you will receive.”—Ibid.

This unusual experience made an indelible impression upon
Ellen’s mind. The biddings of God’s Spirit were not to be trifled
with.

Ellen Ventures Into the Field

For nearly three months Ellen had been unable to speak above
a whisper, but now she had the omens of God’s providence as she
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might venture forth to tell of the visions God gave to her. Shortly
the way opened for her to do so.

Fanaticism was breaking out. Under God’s guidance and protec-
tion she must meet it—hardly a work religious leaders would today
assign a young woman of 17 years. But the agent chosen by God
was not only one through whom He could speak but also one whose
message the people would know came from Him.

The Background of this Traumatic Experience

To understand better what was happening, we should review a
bit. The Adventists in their experience of expectation in 1844 had
absolute confidence that Jesus would come on October 22. They
allowed not one doubting thought. No mental reservation allowed
for the question “What if Jesus does not come?” So certain were
they that crops of hay, grain, and potatoes were left unharvested in
the fields. There was a certainty that all things earthly would end
sometime on Tuesday, October 22.

But Christ did not come. Wrote Ellen White:

The time again passed unmarked by the advent of
Jesus. Mortality still clung to us, the effects of the curse
were all around us. It was hard to take up the vexing
cares of life that we thought had been laid down forever.
It was a bitter disappointment that fell upon the little
flock whose faith had been so strong and whose hope
had been so high. But we were surprised that we felt so
free in the Lord, and were so strongly sustained by His
strength and grace.—Life Sketches of James White and
Ellen G. White (1880), 189.

As the weeks stretched into months, a wedge began to separate
the Adventists. Some continued to hold that prophecy was fulfilled
on October 22. A much larger group took the position that they
were mistaken in the date; the events that they had thought would
transpire in the fall of 1844 they now felt were all in the future.

Adventists of the smaller group, having cut loose from church
creeds and church discipline, avowed their purpose to find their
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guidance in God’s Word alone. The evidences of God’s leading and
providences in their experience for the past year or two had been
too great to deny. The embryo of God’s remnant church was in this
group.

But in the vulnerable period in the early months of 1845, when
they were reaching out to ascertain their position and responsibilities
as sheep without a shepherd, Satan, the great adversary, made his
inroads. Not yet perceived by the little flock, this had been clearly
portrayed in the prophecy of Revelation 12:17: “The dragon was
wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of
her seed.” Satan certainly did make war on the believers, intent to
thwart, if possible, the very purposes of God by destroying at the
outset the remnant church of prophecy.

Following what they interpreted to be the biddings of God’s
Word, but without proper leadership and lacking balance and a true
understanding of what it meant to follow Christ, a relative few (but
including some of the most trusted believers) became involved in
strange and sometimes wild fanaticism. “These men and women,”
wrote Ellen White, who was personally acquainted with some, “were
not bad, but they were deceived and deluded.” She commented, “In
the past they had been blessed with a consciousness that they had a
knowledge of the truth, and they had accomplished much good; but
[now] Satan was molding the work.”—Letter 132, 1900.

These fanatical teachings and actions on the part of some di-
vided the little group who were clinging to their confidence that
prophecy had been fulfilled on October 22. There were those who
patiently awaited the dawning of light that they might gain a true
understanding of their position and their work. These became the
spiritual forefathers of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

But a few others found it hard to wait and were soon swept off
their feet by the teaching that there was a spiritual coming of Christ.
Christ came, they declared, on October 22, 1844. We are now in the
kingdom, they asserted. Every tenet of belief and every activity of
those involved was molded by this concept of the spiritual coming
of Christ. In this were seeds that soon yielded a harvest of fanatical
and shameful activities.

It was into this scene that 17-year-old Ellen Harmon was cast.
The December vision revealed to her that God had led His people in
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their October 22 experience, and that if they kept their eyes fixed on
Jesus they would safely reach the heavenly reward.

It was this young woman who in midwinter was bidden by God
to go into the field and present to the people the messages that He
gave to her. The beginning made at Poland, Maine, assured her that
God was leading and that she must trust fully, casting herself on the
Lord, ready to follow His directions.

The Fruitful Journey to Eastern Maine

After the few days in Poland at her sister’s home, Ellen was back
again in Portland, convinced that she must follow the intimations
of God’s will. She had promised to go if the Lord opened the way,
and now she was invited by William Jordan and his sister Sarah to
journey with them to eastern Maine. “I was urged to go with them,”
she wrote, “and relate my visions.”—Spiritual Gifts, 2:38. The
Jordans were driving by sleigh the one hundred miles to Orrington,
on the Penobscot River. Mr. Jordan had a horse that belonged to
a young Adventist minister, James White. As he had business that
would take him to certain parts of eastern Maine, he decided to
return the horse and invited Miss Harmon to accompany them so
that she might bear her witness in a wider circle. Little did Ellen
realize what was before her. She had now assumed a confident trust
in God. Financial resources for her journey did not concern her.
Just where her itinerary might take her she did not know. As to the
message that she should bear, she would depend wholly upon God.

Encouraging the Fainthearted and Meeting Fanaticism

Ellen tells of her call to the unique situation and the assurances
of God’s protecting care:

I was shown that God had a work for me to do
amid dangers and perils, but I must not shrink. I must
go to the very places where fanaticism had done the
most evil, and bear my messages of reproof to some of
those who were influencing others; while I should give
comfort and encouragement to those who were timid
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and conscientious, but deceived by those they thought
were more righteous than they. I saw that we would be
in danger of imprisonment and abuse. Although I should
have no sympathy with the deceived, fanatical ones, no
difference would be made; for anyone bearing the name
of Adventist would have no consideration shown them.

I was young and timid, and felt great sadness in
regard to visiting the field where fanaticism had reigned.
I pleaded with God to spare me from this—to send by
some other one. The Spirit of the Lord again came
upon me, and I was shown my faith would be tested,
my courage and obedience tried. I must go. God would
give me words to speak at the right time. And if I should
wait upon Him, and have faith in His promises, I should
escape both imprisonment and abuse; for He would
restrain those who would do me harm....

I waited no longer, but went trusting in God. I saw most of
the brethren and sisters. As I warned them of their dangers, some
were rejoiced that God had sent me; others refused to listen to my
testimony as soon as they learned that I was not in union with their
spirit. They said I was going back to the world, that we must be so
straight and so plain and so full of glory, as they called their shouting
and hallooing, that the world would hate and persecute us.—Letter
2, 1874.

At Orrington, Jordan delivered the horse to James White. Ellen
Harmon became acquainted with this youthful but most earnest
Adventist minister, so firm in his confidence in the fulfillment of
prophecy in the Adventist experience. [In the Summer of 1843
James White had visited portland and labored for a time with Elder
John Pearson. It must have been in connection with this visit that
he learned of Ellen Harmon and her personality. In his biographical
Sketch he states: “I first met her in the City Of Portland, in the State
Of Maine. She was then a Christian of the most devoted type. And
although but 16, she was a laborer in the cause of Christ in public and
from house to house.”—I1LS, p. 126. Ellen Harmon remembered
first meeting james white at orrington in connection with the trip
just described. ]
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She began her work of encouraging the believers and meeting
fanaticism, a work that was to continue through the next year or two.
Reporting her experience of this period, she wrote: “The Spirit of
God attended the message I bore, hearts were made glad in the truth,
and the desponding ones were cheered and encouraged to renew
their faith.”—Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White
(1880), 197. In the early records we find the names of some who
at some point were involved in fanaticism: Joseph Turner, Israel
Damman, a Mr. Bennett, John Andrews, William Hyde.

Writing later of her dual work of encouraging the fainthearted
and in meeting with those involved in the fanaticisms that broke out
in Maine and New Hampshire, she explained:

The disappointment in 1844 had confused the minds
of many, and they would not listen to any explanation of
the matter. They were impatient and unbelieving, and
many seemed rebellious, coming out in a most decided
manner against their past Advent experience. Others
dared not go to this length, and deny the way the Lord
had led them. These were glad to hear arguments from
the Word of God which would harmonize our position
with prophetic history.

As they listened to an explanation of the disappoint-
ment which had been so bitter to them, they saw that
God [had] indeed led them, and they rejoiced in the
truth. This awakened the most bitter opposition on the
part of those who denied our past experience.

But we had a still worse element to meet in a class
who claimed that they were sanctified, that they could
not sin, that they were sealed and holy, and that all
their impressions and notions were the mind of God.
Conscientious souls were deceived by the pretended
piety of these fanatics.

As to the fruits of her labor she declared:

The Lord used us as instruments to rebuke these
fanatics, and to open the eyes of His faithful people to
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the true character of their work. Peace and joy came
into the hearts of those who broke away from this de-
ception of Satan, and they glorified God as they saw His
unerring wisdom in setting before them the light of truth
and its precious fruits in contrast with satanic heresies
and delusions. The truth shone in contrast with these de-
ceptions like clear gold amid the rubbish of earth.—The
Review and Herald, November 20, 1883.

Some were sorely repentant and, Ellen White explained at the
General Conference in 1901, “were afterward among our most reli-
able men and women. But there were others who ever after walked
in sadness. We could not at any time make them feel that they were
worthy to work for the Master.”—The General Conference Bulletin,
April 23, 1901.

The reader should guard against reaching the conclusion that the
group of believers as a whole were involved in fanaticism. Some who
were involved have been named, but there were stalwart souls who
never wavered: Otis Nichols, the Howland and Hastings families,
Joseph Bates, and others. As Ellen White explained in her article in
The Review and Herald, November 20, 1883, “Many of the pioneers,
who shared with us these trials and victories, remained true to the
close of life.” Nevertheless, as she explained in her letter to Elder
Loughborough in 1874, “a fearful stain was brought upon the cause
of God which would cleave to the name Adventist like leprosy. Satan
triumphed, for this reproach would cause many precious souls to
fear to have any connection with Adventists. All that had been done
wrong would be exaggerated, and would lose nothing by passing
from one to the other. The cause of God was bleeding. Jesus was
crucified afresh and put to open shame by His professed followers.”—
Letter 2, 1874.

Not alone as a matter of history is the fanaticism met in early
years recounted here. Because on several occasions Ellen White was
shown in vision that the history of the past would be repeated and
God’s people would be called upon to meet elements of fanaticism
before the end of time, we delineate in considerable detail the in-
volvements of that first critical year in the history of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.
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Chapter 5—(1845) The Messenger of the Lord at
Work

During the late-winter and spring months of 1845 Ellen Harmon
was traveling almost constantly, first in eastern Maine and then in
New Hampshire. From late summer and through the winter of 1845
and 1846, she spent much of the time in Massachusetts; when there
she resided at the home of the Otis Nichols family in Dorchester, just
south of Boston. In April, 1846, Nichols wrote to William Miller
of this and in so doing provided information very helpful in filling
out the story of her activities for this period of the evolvement of the
church.

Some years later, probably about 1860, in a statement of recol-
lections, Nichols gave many helpful details concerning Ellen’s early
visits to the Boston area.

These statements not only provide a perspective to the records
of Ellen Harmon’s activities in those crucial weeks following the
disappointment but also give glimpses of how some of the believers
in those early days related to her unique experience. We quote at
some length from these two statements of an eyewitness: First from
Nichols’ general statement:

The following are recollections of some remarkable
manifestations of the Holy Spirit which attended Sis-
ter White’s [Ellen Harmon is referred to as she was
known in 1860. Her account of the first visit to Mas-
sachusetts opens with the words “I was then shown
that I must visit Massachusetts, and there bear my testi-
mony.”"—Spiritual Gifts, 2:67.] visions and their relation
in Massachusetts in 1845 and 1846:

The first account of her vision in Maine we had from
Elder John Pearson in February, 1845, at a meeting in
Roseburg, which he believed was a light to the believers
in the seventh-month movement, and a present truth.
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Sister White’s first visit to Massachusetts was in Au-
gust, 1845, accompanied by her older sister and Brother
James White. They met with the believers in Roxbury,
where there was a large company assembled in a meet-
ing. She told them they came from Maine to deliver
a message from the Lord—a vision in which the Lord
had shown her the travels of the Advent band, and being
strangers, she was at first received rather coolly. As I
was not present at the meeting, I give the account as [
received it from the principal leader.

Soon after Sister White commenced the relation of
her vision, the power of the Holy Ghost was so clearly
manifested that all present became convinced that the
message was from the Lord—that it was a light to the
remnant and a present truth—and was unanimously re-
ceived and acknowledged with rejoicing.

T. H. [Haskins], one of the principal leaders, con-
fessed that they had no such reviving as the present since
the time of the midnight cry in 1844, and that he could
walk in the strength of the refreshing for forty days, as
Elijah did....

The day following Sister White’s visit to Roxbury
they came to our house, which they made their home
while traveling in Massachusetts.—DF 1035, “Statement
by Otis Nichols.”

The Otis Nichols Letter of April 20, 1846

On April 6, 1846, in Portland, Maine, James White and H. S.
Gurney published Ellen’s first vision on a large single sheet, known
as a “broadside.” On April 20 Otis Nichols hastened a copy off to
William Miller; he accompanied it with a letter introducing Ellen’s
experience and setting forth arguments for its favorable reception.
After reviewing briefly the distressing experience through which the
Adventists had passed since October 22, 1844, he stated:

Within is a part [What is set forth in the broadside
and later in books as Ellen White’s first vision can be
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read in a few minutes. It took her two hours to relate
all that was shown to her to the believers in poland. It
seems clear that what we have today was, as nichols
wrote, but “a part” or possibly a condensation of the
high points of the full account.] of the vision of E. G. H.
of Portland. I fully believe them to be from heaven. The
manner and circumstances attending is unlike anything
I have seen or read of since the days of the apostles.
I would ask you to lay aside prejudice and suspend
judgment until you have read and compared them with
the Scripture and present truth....

The first vision of E. G. H. was in the fall of 1844
which never [at the time] was published to the world.
It was a view of the travels of the Advent company
from the seventh month, 1844, and so far as fulfilled
they have had as perfect a fulfillment as could possibly
be, especially in most Advent bands, and individuals
wherever we are acquainted.

Her calling was most remarkable, only 17 years of
age, sick with dropsical consumption and confined to
the house for most of the time for five years, and been
given over by physicians to die. In this state God called
her and told her to go out and tell the flock what He had
revealed to her, that she should have grace and strength
of God as she needed, that an angel should accompany
her all the time and sometimes two in time of need, that
no wicked power on earth should have dominion over
her if she would obey the Lord.

Ellen’s Experience in Delivering the Message

At the time she first went out to deliver her message
[February, 1845] she was scarcely able to walk across
the room and could not speak with an audible voice, but
she had perfect faith in God and was carried in this state
a few miles to deliver her message, and when she came
to speak, her voice was nearly gone, but God fulfilled
His word, gave her strength of body and a clear, loud,
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audible voice to talk nearly two hours with tremendous
power and effect on the people and without fatigue of
body, and from that time for many weeks she continued
to travel day and night, talking almost every day until
she had visited most of the Advent bands in Maine and
the easterly parts of New Hampshire.

Her message was always attended with the Holy
Ghost, and wherever it was received as from the Lord it
broke down and melted their hearts like little children,
fed, comforted, strengthened the weak, and encouraged
them to hold on to the faith, and the seventh month
movement; and that our work was done for the nominal
church and the world, [This expression gives a knowl-
edge of the concept of the “shut door” as nichols under-
stood it on April 20, 1846. See chapter 16, “the shut and
the open doors.”] and what remained to be done was for
the household of faith.

Those that rejected her message very soon fell into
the world and a nominal faith, and those that did receive
her testimony as from the Lord and afterward denied
it, calling it mesmerism or an unholy thing, are many
of them like those that are given over to strong delu-
sion and the working of Satan—a ship without a helm
or anchor and driven by every wind, thus causing the
way of truth to be evil spoken of. This class of per-
sons are her greatest enemies, and have done what they
could by calumny, and lies, to destroy her influence and
character. But God has hitherto protected her in a re-
markable manner from all harm; raised up benefactors
for her wherever she goes, notwithstanding the malice
of wicked spirits and fallen Adventists.

Through their influence there have been a number of
warrants for her arrest, but God has signally protected
her. At one time a sheriff and a number of men with
him had no power over her person for an hour and an
half, although they exerted all their bodily strength to
move her, while she or no one else made any resistance.
[It seems nichols has here confused Ellen Harmon’s
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experience with that of Israel Damman, an experience
Ellen had witnessed and reported to nichols. See the
summary of her work in Eastern Maine on page 77.]
What I have written I have a knowledge of and think I
can judge correctly.—DF 105, Otis Nichols to William
Miller, April 20, 1846.

Early Arguments for the Spirit of Prophecy

Nichols then turns to arguments for the acceptance of the mes-
sages of Ellen Harmon:

Sister Ellen has been a resident of my family much
of the time for about eight months. I have never seen
the least impropriety of conduct in her since our first ac-
quaintance. God has blessed our family abundantly with
spiritual things as well as temporal since we received
her into our family.

The Spirit of God i1s with her and has been in a re-
markable manner in healing the sick through the answer
to her prayers; some cases are as remarkable as any that [77]
are recorded in the New Testament.

But prejudiced and unbelieving persons find it just
as convenient to call it mesmerism and ascribe the power
to the devil, as the unbelieving Pharisees did. Matthew
10:25; 12:24. Is not this the sin against the Holy Ghost?
See Mark 3:22, 29, 30. That power which is manifested
in her, as far exceeds the power of mesmerism as Moses
did the magicians of Egypt. The devil has as much
power to imitate and counterfeit the work of God as he
did in Moses’ time, and the people can be deceived if
they will.

“Try the spirits whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into the world.” 1 John
4:1. “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no light in
them.” Isaiah 8:20. “If the thing follow not, nor come to


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Matthew.10.25
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Matthew.10.25
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Matthew.12.24
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Mark.3.22
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.1.John.4.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.1.John.4.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_kjv.Isaiah.8.20

[78]

88 Ellen G. White: The Early Years: 1827-1862 (vol. 1)

pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken.”
Deuteronomy 18:22.— Ibid.

There is no record of a response from Miller.

Some High Points of her Work in Eastern Maine

Having quoted from Nichols’ letter—a very enlightening state-
ment—we now look at some of the high points of Ellen’s work in
Maine in the late winter and spring of 1845. She labored for three
months in eastern Maine, a period described by Otis Nichols as a
time in which “she continued to travel day and night, talking almost
every day until she had visited most of the Advent bands in Maine
and the easterly part of New Hampshire.”

At Orrington, as noted, she met James White, and from that
time he accompanied her and her woman traveling companion as
they went from place to place seeking out the Advent believers. At
Garland the blessing of the Lord was especially sensed as she felt an
angel standing by her side to strengthen her (Spiritual Gifts, 2:39).
At Exeter she contended with fanatical persons “exalted by the spirit
of Satan.” At Atkinson officers of the law entered the meeting place
and attempted for an hour and a half to arrest and remove Elder
Damman, but were unable to do so. When the believers felt that the
power of God had been demonstrated and that the time had come for
him to submit, the officers carried him out with ease (Ibid., 2:41).
At his hearing he was able to testify to his faith.

Vision of Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary

Ellen had been in eastern Maine but a few days when, at Exeter,
she was given the significant vision she described in two early letters.
One, dated February 15, 1846, was to Enoch Jacobs; the other, dated
July 13, 1847, was to Joseph Bates. Of this she wrote:

It was then I had a view of Jesus rising from His me-
diatorial throne and going to the holiest as Bridegroom
to receive His kingdom.—Letter 3, 1847.

I saw the Father rise from the throne and in a flaming
chariot go into the holy of holies within the veil, and did
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sit.... I saw a cloudy chariot with wheels like flaming
fire. Angels were all about the chariot as it came where
Jesus was; He stepped into it and was borne to the
holiest, where the Father sat. Then I beheld Jesus as
He was before the Father, a great high priest.—Letter 1,
1846 (see also The Day-Star, March 14, 1846).

This historic vision, later included in her first book, Experience
and Views, appears in Early Writings under the title “End of the 2300
Days.” Those present, she told Bates, “were all deeply interested in
the view. They all said it was entirely new to them. The Lord worked
in mighty power setting the truth home to their hearts.”—ILetter 3,
1847. The full significance of that “truth” with its presentation of
activities in the heavenly sanctuary could with profit be dwelt upon
at length.

She was to mention this vision from time to time, for it confirmed
the results of Bible study—of which she knew nothing at the time—
in western New York State on the part of Hiram Edson and O. R. L.
Crosier, and 1s a key exhibit in the “shut door” matter. [See page 160
for more on this topic.] In a letter to J. N. Loughborough written
August 24, 1874, she recounted:

It was on my first journey east to relate my visions
that the precious light in regard to the heavenly sanctu-
ary was opened before me and I was shown the open
and shut door. We believed that the Lord was soon to
come in the clouds of heaven.

I was shown that there was a great work to be done
in the world for those who had not had the light and
rejected it. Our brethren could not understand this with
our faith in the immediate appearing of Christ. Some
accused me of saying my Lord delayeth His coming,
especially the fanatical ones.

I saw that in ‘44 God had opened a door and no man
could shut it, and shut a door and no man could open
it. Those who rejected the light which was brought to
the world by the message of the second angel went into
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darkness, and how great was that darkness.—Letter 2,
1874.

Some Fanatical Positions She Met

Several phases of fanaticism had their roots in the teaching of
some that Christ had actually come—that He had come to the world
in a spiritual sense and was in the hearts of His believers. They
were already in the kingdom of God, they claimed, and heaven was
only in the hearts of God’s children. The only body Christ has is
the church. The only advent of Christ we are to look for is in the
bodies of His saints with the Spirit dwelling in them, shining out
through the entire man. Then when Christ descends from heaven,
it will only be descending into the hearts of Christians, the heaven
where He now is. The holiest of all, even heaven itself, is only
in our hearts. To look with natural eyes into heaven itself, it was
declared, is antichrist. This teaching was carried to the point that
some declared that there is no such thing as a literal body of Christ
and a universal God. To look for the personal coming of Christ is
carnal (see DF 158e, The Morning Watch, April 10, 1845; p. 117).

Wrestling With the Views of the Spiritualizers

In eastern Maine Ellen was traveling and working in the atmo-
sphere of the spiritualizers who had allegorized away heaven, God,
Jesus, and the Advent hope. In the vision at Exeter in mid-February
she seemed to be in the presence of Jesus, and she was eager to
procure answers to some vital questions.

I asked Jesus if His Father had a form like Himself.
He said He had, but I could not behold it, for said He,
“If you should once behold the glory of His person, you
would cease to exist.”—Early Writings, 54.

This was not the only occasion Ellen was to converse with Jesus
and the angel about the person of Jesus and concerning God being a
personal being. The answers satisfied her fully that the spiritualizers
were in gross error.
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But because the pioneers of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
held that prophecy was fulfilled on October 22, 1844, and that an
important work began in heaven in the Most Holy Place of the
heavenly sanctuary at that time, and because the Adventists who had
become spiritualizers took the position that Christ had come into
their hearts on October 22, 1844, and that His kingdom was in their
hearts, the founders of the church, and notably Ellen White, were
classed by the world generally, and also by those that SDAs have
termed first-day Adventists, as one and the same group. Here again
the great enemy cast aspersion upon the true, paralleling it with a
false, spurious experience.

Ellen White was to speak of this matter again, particularly in the
closing paragraphs of her first little book, Experience and Views,
published in 1851. As one reads this he will note the use of the
term spiritualism, which must be taken in the light of the work of
the spiritualizers and not in the light of what today is understood to
be spiritualism or spiritism, although both emanate from the same
source.

We turn now to the statement written and published in 1851 as
found in Ibid., 77, 78:

I have frequently been falsely charged with teaching
views peculiar to Spiritualism. But before the editor of
The Day-Star ran into that delusion, the Lord gave me
a view of the sad and desolating effects that would be
produced upon the flock by him and others in teaching
the spiritual views.

I have often seen the lovely Jesus, that He is a per-
son. I asked Him if His Father was a person and had
a form like Himself. Said Jesus, “I am in the express
image of My Father’s person.”

I have often seen that the spiritual view took away
all the glory of heaven, and that in many minds the
throne of David and the lovely person of Jesus have
been burned up in the fire of Spiritualism. I have seen
that some who have been deceived and led into this
error will be brought out into the light of truth, but it
will be almost impossible for them to get entirely rid of

[81]
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the deceptive power of Spiritualism. Such should make
thorough work in confessing their errors and leaving
them forever.

The spiritualization of heaven, God, Christ, and the coming of
Christ lay at the foundation of much of the fanatical teachings that
17-year-old Ellen Harmon was called upon by God to meet in those
formative days. The visions firmly established the personality of God
and Christ, the reality of heaven and the reward to the faithful, and
the resurrection. This sound guidance saved the emerging church.

Ellen Leaves Suddenly for Home

Having spent between two and three months traveling in eastern
Maine, Ellen returned to Orrington, where she had begun her work.
While her message was gratefully received on her first visit, in her
absence the spiritualizers had come in with teachings that led many
in Orrington to such wild fanaticism that the officers of the law
refused to allow further meetings of the Adventists. Nonetheless, a
small remnant who had held fast were able to avoid the vigilance of
the jealous citizens and assembled for a meeting marked with “calm
dignity,” which Ellen White reported to be “especially solemn.”

The poor souls who had not the privileges of meet-
ing for a long time were greatly refreshed. While we
were praying and weeping before God that night, I was
taken off in vision and shown that I must return the next
morning. I had not refused obedience to the Spirit of
God, His hand had been with me, and His angel had
accompanied us and hid us from the people so that they
did not know we were in the place.

But our work was done; we could go; the emissaries
of Satan were on our track, and we would fare no bet-
ter than those who had been fanatical and wrong and
suffered the consequences of their inconsistent, unrea-
sonable course by abuse and imprisonment.—Letter 2,
1874.

Along with those who traveled with her in support, she was quick
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to obey. “Early in the morning,” she recounted, “we were taken in a
small rowboat to Belfast. We were there placed on board the steamer
and were soon on our way to Portland.”—Ibid.

Letters received in Portland a few days later reported the fate of
those who helped her to escape:

When these brethren returned they were met by a
number of exasperated citizens, who had come early to
find those who had dared to hold meetings in Orring-
ton.... Our brethren informed the angry men that we
were not in Orrington, but far away. They whipped and
abused the men who had taken us to the boat. The house
where we had tarried was searched in vain for us, and

they were greatly disappointed because they could not
find us.—Ibid.

Records are meager as to Ellen’s state of health, but the fact
that she traveled, as Otis Nichols reported, “day and night, talking
almost every day” suggests a remarkable sustaining power. Of great
importance to her was the knowledge that she was experiencing the
special blessing of God at every step (Life Sketches of James White
and Ellen G. White (1880), 198).

The Healing of Frances Howland and William Hyde

Ellen was hardly back in Portland when she left again to travel
north thirty miles to Topsham and the Howland home. Here “quite
a number ... were assembled.” During this visit, Frances Howland,
suffering from rheumatic fever, was healed in response to the prayer
of faith, as recorded in Life Sketches of Ellen G. White, 74 and 75,
followed shortly by the miraculous healing of William Hyde from
dysentery (Ibid., 75, 76).

On this trip Ellen was again confronted with fanaticism, the result
of the teaching of the spiritualizers, who claimed that as they were
sanctified, they might have a spiritual wife (DF 733). They averred
that if they loved one another as Christians, they were perfectly safe.
Some took the matter a step further and taught that since they were
perfectly sanctified, they could do whatever they wanted to without
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sinning. A few attended meetings in the nude, and a few exchanged
wives. They thought it right to show their love for one another and
that what they did was perfectly innocent.

When Ellen returned to her home, she was distressed to find that
a number of those involved in fanaticism had come from eastern
Maine and were influencing the company of believers in Portland.
Of this she wrote:

We trembled for the church that was to be subjected
to this spirit of fanaticism. My heart ached for God’s
people. Must they be deceived and led away by this
false enthusiasm? I faithfully pronounced the warnings
given me of the Lord; but they seemed to have little
effect except to make these persons of extreme views
jealous of me.—Life Sketches of James White and Ellen
G. White (1880), 201.

She found that those she had trusted in January could not be
trusted in April, among them Joseph Turner, who unfortunately had
joined the spiritualizers.

Preserved from Fanaticism

Writing of how she might have been swayed by these fanatics,
she declared:

These false impressions of theirs might have turned
me from my duty, had not the Lord previously showed
me where to go and what to do. Although so young
and inexperienced, I was preserved from falling into
the snare of the enemy, through the mercy of God, in
giving me special instructions whom to fear and whom
to trust. Had it not been for this protection I now see
many times when I might have been led from the path
of duty.—Ibid., 201, 202.

The phrase “whom to fear and whom to trust” soon took on
considerable significance. Joseph Turner was now one of those she
should fear.
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Visit to New Hampshire

“About this time,” she continued in her account of
her activities in late spring, 1845, “I was shown that it
was my duty to visit our people in New Hampshire.”

Joseph Turner, learning that Ellen was planning such a journey,
drove up with a beautiful conveyance and volunteered to take her
wherever she wanted to go.

“No, sir,” Ellen replied. “You cannot do that.”

“But, Ellen,” he said, “the Lord has told me that I must.”

“No,” said Ellen. “He has not. I have had my special orders. I
may trust Elder James White.”

As she recalled the incident she said, “This man wanted to get
some power over me. But he did not get it because I would not ride
a rod with him.”—DF 733c, Interview, August 13, 1906.

Earlier in her recounting of the experience she said, “I had had
strict instruction that there were men who would come to me and
have a great burden that I should go with them to some place, but I
was not to go.... But [it would be presented] that I could trust James
White, he would guard me, and I was in no danger.”— Ibid. Late
in life Ellen declared of James: “Although he is dead, I feel that he
1s the best man that ever trod shoe leather.”— Ibid. Of course, she
did not travel alone with James before their marriage. Other young
women accompanied her, and the couple was exceedingly careful
to give no occasion for criticism. She wrote, “As for marriage, we
never thought of it, because we thought the Lord would come right
along.”— Ibid.

“My constant and faithful companion at this time was Sister
Louisa Foss, the sister of my brother-in-law.... We were also accom-
panied by Elder Files and his wife, who were old and valued friends
of my family, Brother Ralph Haskins and Elder [James] White.”
They were well received in New Hampshire (Ibid., 202). On this
particular trip, Ellen failed to meet the challenge of her work; she
later regretfully wrote of it:

There were wrongs existing in that field which bur-
dened me much. We had to meet a spirit of self-righ-
teousness that was very depressing. [ had previously

[84]
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been shown the pride and exaltation of certain ones
whom we visited, but had not the courage to meet them
with my testimony. Had I done so, the Lord would have
sustained me in doing my duty.... I did not yet feel
sufficiently strong to relieve my mind and place the op-
pressive burden upon those to whom it belonged.—Ibid.

The traveling group stopped at the home of Washington Morse.
While there Ellen was very ill. As prayer was being offered in her
behalf she was taken in vision. She later wrote:

[85] While [I was] in this state, some things were shown
me concerning the disappointment of 1844, in connec-
tion with the case of Elder Morse. He had been a firm
and consistent believer that the Lord would come at
that time. He was bitterly disappointed when the period
passed without bringing the event that was expected. He
was perplexed and unable to explain the delay.... When
the time passed, he was despondent and did nothing to
encourage the disappointed people, who were like sheep
without a shepherd, left to be devoured by wolves.

The case of Jonah was presented before me.—Ibid.,
202, 203.

She recounted Jonah’s experience and disappointment when God
gave the city a reprieve, and declared:

Elder Morse was in a similar condition to that of the
disappointed prophet. He had proclaimed that the Lord
would come in 1844. The time had passed. The check
of fear that had partially held the people was removed,
and they indulged in derision of those who had looked
in vain for Jesus.

Elder Morse felt that he was a byword among his
neighbors, an object of jest. He could not be reconciled
to his position. He did not consider the mercy of God in
granting the world a longer time to prepare for His com-
ing, that the warning of His judgment might be heard


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS80.202.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS80.202.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS80.202.1

(1845) The Messenger of the Lord at Work 97

more widely, and the people tested with greater light.
He only thought of the humiliation of God’s servants.

I was shown that although the event so solemnly
proclaimed did not occur, as in the case of Jonah, the
message was none the less of God, and accomplished
the purpose that He designed it should. Subsequent light
upon the prophecies revealed the event which did take
place, in the High Priest entering the most holy place of
the sanctuary in heaven to finish the atonement for the
sins of man. Nevertheless God willed for a wise purpose
that His servants should proclaim the approaching end
of time. Instead of being discouraged at his disappoint-
ment, as was Jonah, Elder Morse should gather up the
rays of precious light that God had given His people
and cast aside his selfish sorrow. He should rejoice that
the world was granted a reprieve, and be ready to aid in
carrying forward the great work yet to be done upon the
earth, in bringing sinners to repentance and salvation....

The case of Elder Morse was presented to me as
one that represented the condition of a large class of
our people at that time. Their duty was plainly marked;
it was to trust in the wisdom and mercy of God and
patiently labor as His providence opened the way before
them.—Ibid., 203-205.

Elder Morse gave heed to the counsel and became a strong min-
ister in the developing church.

Contending with Spiritual Magnetism

“In New Hampshire,” wrote Ellen White, “we had to contend
with a species of spiritual magnetism, of a similar character with
mesmerism. It was our first experience of this kind.... Arriving
at Claremont, we were told there were two parties of Adventists;
one holding fast their former faith, the other denying it.”—Ibid.,
206. Pleased to learn of a group holding fast their faith, they were
directed to Elders Bennett and Bellings, upon whom they called. Of
the experience she wrote:

[86]
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We soon learned that they professed sanctification,
claiming they were above the possibility of sin, being
entirely consecrated to God. Their clothing was excel-
lent, and they had an air of ease and comfort.

Presently a little boy about eight years old entered,
literally clad in dirty rags. We were surprised to find
that this little specimen of neglect was the son of Elder
Bennett. The mother looked exceedingly ashamed and
annoyed; but the father, utterly unconcerned, contin-
ued talking of his high spiritual attainments without the
slightest recognition of his little son.

But his sanctification had suddenly lost its charm
in my eyes. Wrapped in prayer and meditation, throw-
ing off all the toil and responsibilities of life, this man
seemed too spiritually minded to notice the actual wants
of his family.—Ibid., 207.

Bennett claimed that the attainment of true holiness carried the
mind above all earthly thoughts, but still, observed Ellen White, “he
sat at the table and ate temporal food.”—Ibid.

But he declared his wife, who allowed worldly things to draw
her mind from religious subjects, to be unsanctified. Needless to say,
Ellen Harmon was not impressed. A few days later she was shown
in vision that “those who followed their teachings were terribly
deceived and led into the grossest errors.” She declared, “I was shown
that the daily lives of these men were in direct contrast with their
profession. Under the garb of sanctification they were practicing the
worst sins and deceiving God’s people.”—Ibid., 210, 211.

Called Back to Portland

A short time later, in a vision given during the night hours,
she was shown the fanaticism that was now rampant in Portland,
the fruitage of the spiritualizers, and that she must return home.
Returning, she found the little flock in great discouragement and
confusion. In the first meeting held in Portland, while praying she
was taken off in vision and was shown the ungodly course of Joseph
Turner, who had been swept off his feet by fanaticism. After the
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vision she was told that while still in vision she “talked it out before
him.” He declared that she was under a wrong influence; he opposed
her testimony, which reproved him for sin not then widely known
but confirmed by his wife in a conversation with Ellen (Ibid., 213,
214). His work “led to corruption, instead of purity and holiness.”
Ellen’s parents, Robert and Eunice Harmon, in whose home the
Adventists had frequently met for meetings, were disgusted with the
fanaticism now rampant in Portland. They closed their home and
went to Poland, Maine, to reside for a time with the two married
daughters living there. Ellen White later wrote of the experience:

As I returned to Portland, evidences increased of the
desolating effects of fanaticism in Maine. The fanatical
ones seemed to think that religion consisted in great
excitement and noise.... Joseph Turner labored with
some success to turn my friends and even my relatives
against me. Why did he do this? Because I had faith-
fully related that which was shown me respecting his
unchristian course. He circulated falsehoods to destroy

my influence and to justify himself. My lot seemed
hard.—Ibid., 215.

Vision of the New Earth

But God was to bring hope and courage to young Ellen. “Dis-
couragements pressed heavily upon me,” she wrote, “and the condi-
tion of God’s people so filled me with anguish that for two weeks I
was prostrated with sickness.” She recalled:

But brethren and sisters who sympathized with me
in this affliction met to pray for me. I soon realized
that earnest, effectual prayer was being offered in my
behalf. Prayer prevailed. The power of the strong foe
was broken, and I was released, and immediately taken
off in vision. In this view I saw that human influence
should never afflict me again in like manner. If I felt
a human influence affecting my testimony, no matter
where I might be, I had only to cry to God, and an angel
would be sent to my rescue.

[88]
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I already had one guardian angel attending me con-
tinually, but when necessary, the Lord would send an-
other to strengthen, and raise me above the power of
every earthly influence.—Ibid., 215, 216.

“Then I saw for the first time the glory of the new earth” (Ibid.,
216). It was in relating this vision that she used the familiar words
“With Jesus at our head we all descended from the city down to
this earth.” The thrilling description is found in Testimonies for the
Church, 1:67-70; Spiritual Gifts, 2:52-55; and Early Writings, 17-20.
As she wrote out her “first vision” in a letter to Enoch Jacobs on
December 20, 1845, she attached to it the account of this view of
the new earth.

William Hyde, who had been healed only shortly before, was
present when this vision was given and was led to use it as the
basis of a poem, or hymn. The hymn was soon published in several
Adventist papers; it was included by Joshua V. Himes in the Advent
Harp and by James White in the hymnbook he compiled in 1849,
Hymns for God’s Peculiar People Who Keep the Commandments of
God and the Faith of Jesus.

As White published the vision in The Present Truth, November,
1850, he also published the four-stanza poem and wrote of the
experience:

In the spring of 1845, the author of the vision, pub-
lished in this paper, was very sick, nigh unto death.
The elders of the church were finally called, and the
directions of the apostle (James 5:14, 15) were strictly
followed. God heard, answered, and healed the sick.
The Holy Spirit filled the room, and she had a vision of

the “city,” “life’s pure river,” “green fields,” “roses of
Sharon,” “songs” of “lovely birds,” the “harps,” “palms,”
“robes,” “crowns,” the “Mount Zion,” the “tree of life,”

and the “King of that country” mentioned in the hymn.
A brother took up his pen, and in a very short time
composed the hymn from the vision.

The familiar words are found as number 305 in The Church
Hymnal and number 453 in The Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal:
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We have heard from the bright, the holy land;
We have heard, and our hearts are glad.



[90] Chapter 6—(1845-1846) Sustained in a Continued
Ministry

As Ellen Harmon continued her work at the bidding of the Lord,
she was ever confronted with new perplexities. There were some
who attributed her visions to mesmerism:

About this time I was subjected to a severe trial.
If the Spirit of God rested upon a brother or sister in
meeting, and they glorified God by praising Him, some
raised the cry of mesmerism. And if it pleased the Lord
to give me a vision in meeting, some would say that it
was excitement and mesmerism.

Grieved and desponding, I often went alone to some
retired place to pour out my soul before Him who invites
the weary and heavy laden to come and find rest. As
my faith claimed the promises, Jesus seemed very near.
The sweet light of heaven shone around me, I seemed
to be encircled by the arms of Jesus, and there have I
been taken off in vision. Then I would relate what God
had revealed to me alone, where no earthly influence
could affect me, but was grieved and astonished to hear
some intimate that those who lived nearest to God were
most liable to be deceived by Satan.—Life Sketches of
James White and Ellen G. White (1880), 219.

It is little wonder that in the face of all the suggestions and
accusations that were made that she was at times led to question her
own experience. She wrote:

All these things weighed heavily upon my spirits,

and in the confusion I was sometimes tempted to doubt

[91] my own experience. While at family prayers one morn-
ing, the power of God began to rest upon me, and the
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thought rushed into my mind that it was mesmerism,
and I resisted it. Immediately I was struck dumb, and
for a few moments was lost to everything around me.
I then saw my sin in doubting the power of God, and
that for so doing I was struck dumb, and that my tongue
would be loosed in less than twenty-four hours.

A card was held up before me, on which were writ-
ten in letters of gold the chapter and verse of fifty texts
of Scripture. [References are listed.] After I came out
of vision, I beckoned for the slate, and wrote upon it
that I was dumb, also what I had seen, and that I wished
the large Bible.

I took the Bible and readily turned to all the texts
that I had seen upon the card. I was unable to speak
all day. Early the next morning my soul was filled with
joy, and my tongue was loosed to shout the high praises
of God. After that I dared not doubt or for a moment
resist the power of God, however others might think of
me.—Early Writings, 22, 23.

Enabled to Write

This experience, apparently in her own home in Portland, Maine,
in the late spring or early summer in 1845, marks a significant turn
in Ellen’s experience, for she observed as she related it:

Up to this time I could not write. My trembling
hand was unable to hold my pen steadily. While in
vision I was commanded by an angel to write the vi-
sion. I attempted it, and wrote readily. My nerves were

strengthened, and my hand became steady.—Spiritual
Gifts, 2:60.

Many years later she referred to her experience in beginning to

write:

The Lord has said, “Write out the things which I
shall give you.” And I commenced when very young to
do this work. My hand that was feeble and trembling
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because of infirmities became steady as soon as I took
the pen in my hand, and since those first writings I have
been able to write. God has given me the ability to
write.... That right hand scarcely ever has a disagreeable
sensation. It never wearies. It seldom ever trembles.—
Manuscript 88a, 1900.

As to her feelings and response when instructed, she wrote:

I wept, and said, “Impossible, impossible.” The
words came, “Nothing is impossible with God.” The
effort was made and my hand commenced to write the
things that had been given me.—Ibid.

The Large Family Bible

The “large” Bible Ellen called for after this vision in her home in
Portland was, presumably, the “big Bible” now in the White Estate
vault with the names of Robert and Eunice Harmon stamped in gold
on the spine, or back—a Bible eighteen inches long, eleven inches
wide, four inches thick, and weighing 18.5 pounds. It was printed
in Boston by Joseph Teal in the year 1822 and is illustrated with
twenty-six beautiful steel engravings. Between the Old and the
New Testaments a sheet bears the family record, filled in by James
White. It also contains, between the Testaments, the books of the
Old Testament apocrypha.

The Bible Held in Vision

It is also the large Bible held in vision in the Harmon home
early in 1845. On that occasion, during family prayers, she stepped
over to a bureau upon which this large volume rested, and picked
it up. Placing it on her left hand, she easily held it at arm’s length
for an estimated half hour. During the vision she referred, in short
exclamations, to the value of the Word of God. Although in frail
health, she was in no way fatigued by the experience.

The account of the experience has come down through the family
from Robert and Eunice Harmon to James White, then William C.
White. [In a letter written April 2, 1919, to an educator, Sarah Peck,
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W. C. White declared, “my folks told the story to me.”—DF 732a.
Loughborough recounted the incident at the general conference of
1891 (The General Conference Bulletin, 1891, 145) and at the 1893
session (Ibid., 1893, 20)]. It was referred to by J. N. Loughborough,
who reported that he got the story from Ellen’s parents, her older
sister Sarah, and others (GSAM, p. 236). Ellen White made no
reference to the experience, for as she was in vision she had no
direct knowledge of what took place. At the time of the event she
weighed about eighty pounds.

The Unenviable Position of the Prophet

It was not easy to be the messenger of the Lord, for often the
witness that must be borne cut across the path of others or pointed
out a course of action that was not right. This was particularly so in
meeting the inroads of fanaticism in 1845. Ellen White later wrote:

It was a great cross for me to relate to individu-
als what had been shown me concerning their wrongs.
It caused me great distress to see others troubled or
grieved. And when obliged to declare the messages, |
often softened them down, and related them as favor-
ably for the individual as I could, and then would go by
myself and weep in agony of spirit. I looked upon those
who had only their own souls to care for, and thought if
I were in their condition I would not murmur.

It was hard to relate the plain, cutting testimonies
given me of God. I anxiously watched the result, and if
the individual reproved rose up against the reproof, and
afterwards opposed the truth, these queries would arise
in my mind: Did I deliver the message just as I should?
Oh, God! could there not have been some way to save
them? And then such distress hung upon my soul, that I
often felt death would be a welcome messenger, and the
grave a sweet resting place.—Life Sketches of James
White and Ellen G. White (1880), 222.

[93]
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A Symbolic Warning

Then in vision she was taken into the presence of Jesus. He
looked upon her with a frown and turned His face from her. It was a
terrifying experience; speechless, she fell helpless on her face. She
wrote:

Then could I realize, in some degree, what the feel-
ings of the lost will be when they cry, “Mountains and
rocks, fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that
sitteth on the throne.”—Ibid., 223.

An angel spoke to her, bidding her to arise. What she then saw
made an unforgettable impression on her mind:

The sight that met my eyes can hardly be described.
A company was presented before me whose hair and
garments were torn, and whose countenances were the
very picture of despair and horror. They came close to
me, and took their garments, and rubbed them on mine.
I looked at my garments, and saw that they were stained
with blood.

Again I fell like one dead, at the feet of my accom-
panying angel. I could not plead one excuse, and longed
to be away from such a holy place. Again the angel
raised me up on my feet, and said, “This is not your
case now, but this scene has passed before you to let
you know what your situation must be if you neglect to
declare to others what the Lord has revealed to you. But
if you are faithful to the end, you shall eat of the tree
of life, and shall drink of the river of the water of life.
You will have to suffer much, but the grace of God is
sufficient.”

I then felt willing to do all that the Lord might re-
quire me to do, that I might have His approbation, and
not feel His dreadful frown.— Ibid.
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“Another Angel, Father!”

Shortly after this she attended a meeting also attended by Joseph
Turner. He was now boasting that he could mesmerize her and could
prevent her from having or relating a vision. She described what
took place:

I arose in the congregation. My visions came up
fresh before me, and I commenced relating them, when
I felt a human influence being exerted against me.... [
then turned to this man [Turner], and related what the
Lord had shown me in Portland; and, raising my hands
to heaven, earnestly cried, “Another angel, Father! An-
other angel!”

I knew that my request was granted. I felt shielded
by the strong Spirit of the Lord, and was borne above
every earthly influence, and with freedom finished my
testimony. The friends were comforted, and rejoiced in
the Lord.

Joseph Turner was asked why he had not stopped my relating the
vision. He answered, “Oh, some of you would have her talk.”—Ibid.,
224.

Ellen was shown that she should go to Paris, Maine, “for there
was a meeting appointed” that she should attend. An Elder Stevens
had appointed a meeting, where an important matter was to be
brought out; he had urged all to attend. Ellen White wrote:

The next morning we went to the place appointed
for meeting. When Elder Stevens came in and saw us
present he seemed troubled. The meeting commenced
with prayer. Then as I tried to pray, the blessing of the
Lord rested upon me, and I was taken off in vision.

Elder Stevens had declared that he would listen to
nothing but Bible. I was shown the teachings of the
Bible in contrast with his errors. I then saw that the
frown of God was upon Elder Stevens; that he was
leading honest, conscientious souls astray.—Ibid., 225,
226.
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Elder Stevens was one who had taken the position that it was a
sin to work. Being a leader among the believers, he exerted a strong
influence. Wrote Ellen White:

The Lord gave me a reproof for him, that he was
going contrary to the Word of God in abstaining from
labor, and urging his errors upon others, denouncing all
who did not receive them. He rejected every evidence
which the Lord gave to convince him of his error, and
was firm to take nothing back in his course. He fol-
lowed impressions and went weary journeys, walking
great distances, where he would only receive abuse, and
considered that he was suffering for Christ’s sake. His
reason and judgment were laid aside.... He denounced
the visions as being of the devil, and continued to fol-
low his impressions, until Satan seemed to take full
control of his mind. His friends at length were obliged
to confine him, where he made a rope of some of his
bed clothing with which he hung himself.—Ibid., 225,
226.

Who Could be Saved?

Inseparably linked with the position held by the pioneers that
something of significance had transpired on October 22, 1844, was
the understanding that a “door” was shut in connection with the
fulfilling of prophecy. The expression is found in the message to
the church in Philadelphia as set forth in Revelation 3:7, 8. There is
described One who held the “key of David,” “he that openeth, and
no man shutteth, and shutteth, and no man openeth,” the One who
declared, “I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut
it.” This message to the Philadelphia church had laid the foundation
for rightfully advocating a “shut door” [See Chapter 16, “the shut
and the open doors.”] on October 22, 1844. The full significance of
the expression was not immediately understood, but the term early
became synonymous with confidence in the fulfillment of prophecy
on October 22, and it was so used for about seven years after the
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1844 disappointment. It was usually understood to be linked with a
close of probation, but for whom?

Of the vision at Exeter in mid-February, 1845, Ellen White wrote
in 1847:

Most of them received the vision, and were settled
upon the shut door—Letter 3, 1847.

Did this mean that probation had closed for mankind on October
227 This was a question in the minds of not a few. That the shut
door did not connote a close of probation for all the world is made
clear by what took place in Paris, Maine, in connection with the visit
referred to above some four or five months after the vision at Exeter.

While Ellen was in Paris she was approached by Marion C.
Stowell with a question on this point. When the question of early
holdings on the shut-door question was later revived and discussed,
Marion wrote of this in a letter on August 17, 1875. Her report
of what took place in 1845 was attested to by five other persons
who were familiar with the circumstances. Here i1s what Marion
Stowell (later Truesdail, then Crawford, after her first husband’s
death) wrote:

During Miss Harmon’s (now Mrs. White’s) visit
to Paris, Maine, in the summer of 1845, I stated to her
the particulars of a dear friend of mine whose father
had prevented her attending our meetings; consequently
she had not rejected light. She smilingly replied, “God
never has shown me that there is no salvation for such
persons. It is only those who have had the light of truth
presented to them and knowingly rejected it.”

Miss Harmon'’s reply coincided with my idea of a
shut door, and in justice no other could be derived from
it.—Quoted in an article by George 1. Butler in The
Review and Herald, April 7, 1885.

Ellen returned to her home in Portland. Shortly she was shown
that she must go to Portsmouth the next day and bear her testimony
there. At this time her sister Sarah and James White accompanied
her in her travels. She tells the story:
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I had no means with which to pay my fare, but
prepared to go, trusting in the Lord to open the way.
The first car bell was ringing as I put on my bonnet.
I looked out of the window, and saw a good brother
driving very fast up to the gate. His horse was reeking
with sweat. He quickly entered and asked, “Is there
anyone here who needs means? I was impressed that
someone here needed money.”

We hastily related that we were going to Portsmouth
at the Lord’s bidding, and had nothing to go with, but
resolved to start, trusting in the providence of God to
open the way.

The brother handed us money enough to carry us
to Portsmouth and back. Said he, “Take a seat in my
wagon, and I will carry you to the depot” [some three or
four short blocks away]. On the way to the cars he told
us that while on the road to my father’s, his horse would
come with great speed the whole distance of twelve
miles.

We had just taken our seats in the cars when the
train started. Here the Lord tested and proved us, and
strengthened our faith as we were brought into a very
strait place, and were carried through by the manifes-
tation of His providence. I had freedom in bearing
my testimony in Portsmouth.—Life Sketches of James
White and Ellen G. White (1880), 226, 227.

The First Visit to Massachusetts

It was now August. Ellen was shown that she must visit Mas-
sachusetts and bear her testimony. On reaching Boston, she under-
stood better the importance of her being there.

Joseph Turner, who opposed me in Maine, had ar-
[98] rived a few hours before. We considered that our being
sent to Massachusetts just at that time was to save God’s

people from falling under his influence.—Ibid., 227.
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Her first meeting was with the believers at Roxbury, where she
found quite a large company of believers assembled in a private
home. In his letter to William Miller, Otis Nichols mentioned this
meeting and the favorable reception that was given to Ellen. Some
years later she told the story:

It was arranged that I should go to Roxbury and
there relate my message.... As I was speaking, a sister
who had been opposed to me arose and interrupted me.
She grasped my hand, saying, I said that the devil sent
you, but I can doubt no longer, and she declared to those
present that I was a child of God, and that He had sent
me. All in the meeting were greatly blessed.— Ibid.

Nichols reported on how happy the leader of the company at
Roxbury was to receive the message, but Joseph Turner, with his
spiritual view of the Second Advent, soon unsettled those who heard
Ellen, and fanaticism followed. It was at this time that she and her
traveling companions were invited by Nichols to stay as guests in
his home, as noted earlier. A little later she and her sister Sarah
were back again in Massachusetts, and the Nichols home became
the base of her operations for the next eight months, or until April,
1846. Because of the spiritual views brought to Massachusetts
by Joseph Turner, Ellen’s experience in visiting the companies of
believers there was similar to what it had been in Maine. “We had
to be on our guard,” she wrote, “strengthened on every side with
Scripture testimony concerning the literal, personal appearing of our
Saviour.”—Ibid., 230.

Concerning her stay in the Nichols home Ellen White makes the
following reference:

I made my home at the house of Brother O. Nichols.
They were ever ready with words of encouragement
to comfort me when in trial, and their prayers often
ascended to heaven in my behalf, until the clouds were
dispersed, and the light of heaven again cheered me.
Nor did their kindness end here.

They were attentive to my wants, and generously
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supplied me with means to travel. They were reproached
because they believed me to be a child of God, chosen
to bear a special testimony to His people, and on ac-
count of this they were obliged to be in almost constant
conflict, for many left no means untried to turn them
against me. A faithful record is kept of their acts of love
and benevolence. They will not lose their reward. He
that seeth in secret is acquainted with every kind and
generous act, and will reward them openly.—Ibid., 228.

Gradually the way opened before Ellen, and she reported:

In many instances where the way had been previously closed up
for me to bear my testimony, it was now opened, and I had more
friends than I had before.— Ibid.

Her itinerary took her to Carver, New Bedford, and Dartmouth,
and possibly to other points (such as Fairhaven, where Joseph Bates
and H. S. Gurney resided), then back to Portland, Maine (DF 105,
“Statement by Otis Nichols*: Ibid., 228). While she was still at
Carver an important vision was given to her, a vision that prevented
a disappointment related to the expected imminent second advent of
Jesus.

The 1845 Expectancy of the Second Advent

In view of the inevitable conclusion reached by the majority of
the Adventists immediately after the Disappointment—that their
message for the world closed on October 22, 1844—it was not
strange that some should look forward to the autumn of 1845 as
a time of importance. Not a few anticipated the jubilee year of
deliverance at that time. Earnestly the Scriptures were searched
for some clue. They found in Luke 12 the parable of the servants
waiting for the return of their Lord, and the words of verse 38: “If
he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and
find them so [waiting], blessed are those servants.” Could it be that
Jesus would come in the “fourth watch,” or at the end of the year
of expectancy? James White came to believe so, as presented in
his article in The Day-Star, September 20, 1845. In recounting the
history in 1847, he declared:
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It is well known that many were expecting the Lord
to come at the seventh month, 1845. That Christ would
then come we firmly believed.”—A Word to the Little
Flock, 22.

And then he revealed what averted another disappointment on
the part of the believers:

A few days before the time passed, I was at
Fairhaven, and Dartmouth, Massachusetts, with a mes-
sage on this point of time. At this time Ellen was with
the band at Carver, Massachusetts, where she saw in
vision that we should be disappointed and that the saints
must pass through the “time of Jacob’s trouble,” which
was future. Her view of Jacob’s trouble was entirely
new to us, as well as herself.— Ibid.

With a channel of communication now in the world, God in
His mercy gave light that spared sincere Advent believers another
disappointing blow.

Thus early in the experience of the emerging church, light new
to herself and others, yet in full harmony with the Scriptures, was
given by the Lord through His chosen messenger. The pioneers were
conscious of this; a decade and a half later, when organizing the
church, they refrained from the adoption of a creed, which could
stand in the way of God giving new light through the visions.

Ellen and her sister Sarah returned to their home in Portland,
Maine. But the battle continued in Massachusetts. Through the false
representations of Turner, Haskins, Howell, and others, the believers
were led to believe that the visions were of the devil, that James
White mesmerized her, and that she could not have a vision if he
was not present. Nichols, while visiting Portland, proposed what he
hoped would check the opposition:

I proposed to Sister White [Harmon] and Sarah, her
sister, who were then at their father’s house in Portland,
to come up to Boston without Brother White accom-
panying them, to visit the bands in Boston, Roxbury,
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and Randolph, and wherever the war against visions
was manifest, to convince them if possible that they
had been deceived by their teachers. They assented to
this arrangement, and Sister White and Sarah accom-
panied me to Massachusetts, leaving Brother White in
Portland, and made their home at our house.—DF 105,
“Statement by Otis Nichols.”

The Second Visit to Massachusetts

Ellen White writes of this:

By invitation of Brother and Sister Nichols, my sis-
ter and myself again went to Massachusetts, and made
their house our home. There was in Boston and vicinity
a company of fanatical persons, who held that it was a
sin to labor. Their principal message was “Sell that ye
have, and give alms.” They said they were in the jubilee,
the land should rest, and the poor must be supported
without labor. Sargent, Robbins, and some others were
leaders. They denounced my visions as being of the
devil, because I had been shown their errors. They were
severe upon all who did not believe with them.—Life
Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White (1880),
231.

At this point we let Otis Nichols pick up the story:

A few days after their arrival, G. Sargent and Rob-
bins, two of the principal leaders in Boston, and obsti-
nate opposers to Sister White’s visions, came out to our
house and talked to us and had prayers. I told them that
we were glad of this opportunity with them, that Sister
White and others were now with us, and we invited them
to come in. But hearing of Sister White’s presence, they
departed, and made other reasons for coming here.

Robbins then warned me against her visions, and
said he knew they were of the devil, that he always felt
a blessing whenever he declared they were from Satan.
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I told him we judged their character by their fruits,
their doctrine in accordance with Bible testimony, and
the effect upon those who believed them, leading them
to a more holy and devoted life and confirming their
faith in the past experiences of the Advent doctrine of
1843 and the seventh month of 1844, and enlighten-
ing our understanding in the present truth, and that we
were acquainted with her moral character; that Turner
and others had maliciously calumniated her without any
facts and evidence; that Turner once said that he be-
lieved her visions were as true as the apostle John’s,
and that the only reason Turner turned against Sister
White’s visions was because she saw his hypocrisy in
vision; and that he was exposed; that Turner and others
in union with him were doing all in their power to de-
stroy all faith in her visions.—DF 1035, “Statement by
Otis Nichols.”

Nichols told the two men that Ellen was desirous “to attend their
meeting in Boston the next Sabbath,” and he asked them if they had
any opposition to hearing her testimony.

“None at all,” replied Sargent. “Let her come next Sabbath.”—
Ibid.

Accordingly, it was arranged that Nichols would bring Ellen and
Sarah Harmon to Boston, where they would meet with the believers.
But in the evening before the proposed meeting Ellen Harmon was
shown in vision the hypocrisy, and that there would be no meeting
in Boston. She was shown that

Sargent, Robbins, and others opposed would meet
with a large company in Randolph [thirteen miles south
of Boston] on the Sabbath, and that we must meet the
opposers at Randolph at their meeting on the Sabbath,
and there she would have a message given her for them,
which would convince the honest, the unprejudiced
ones, whether her visions were of the Lord or from
Satan.— Ibid.
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So the next morning, instead of driving north into Boston, they
drove south to Randolph, arriving rather late in the morning. They
found Sargent and Robbins and a large roomful meeting in the
Thayer home. “As we entered,” wrote Ellen White, “Robbins and
Sargent looked at each other in surprise and began to groan. They
had promised to meet me in Boston, but thought they would dis-
appoint us by going to Randolph, and while we were in Boston,
warn the brethren against us.”—Ibid., 232. Closing the morning
services rather early, Sargent announced that they would have a short
intermission. Ellen Harmon learned during the intermission that one
of the critics remarked that “good matter would be brought out in the
afternoon.” Robbins told Sarah Harmon that Ellen could not have a
vision where he was (Ibid.).

Assembling again at about one o’clock in the afternoon, several
engaged in prayer, including Ellen Harmon. She reported what took
place:

The blessing of the Lord rested upon me, and I was
taken off in vision. I was again shown the errors of
these wicked men and others united with them. I saw
that they could not prosper, their errors would confuse
and distract; some would be deceived by them; but that
truth would triumph in the end, and error be brought
down.

I was shown that they were not honest, and then I
was carried into the future and shown that they would
continue to despise the teachings of the Lord, to despise
reproof, and that they would be left in total darkness,
to resist God’s Spirit until their folly should be made
manifest to all. A chain of truth was presented to me
from the Scriptures, in contrast with their errors.

When I came out of vision, candles were burning. |
had been in vision nearly four hours. As I was uncon-
scious to all that transpired around me while in vision,
I will copy from Brother Nichols’ description of that
meeting.— Ibid.
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In his statement written in 1859 or 1860, Otis Nichols described
what took place while Ellen was in vision.

Otis Nichols’ Eyewitness Account

About one o’clock P.M. the meeting was opened by
singing and praying by Sargent, Robbins, and French;
then one of us prayed for the Lord to lead this meet-
ing. Then Sister White commenced praying and was
soon afterwards taken off in vision with extraordinary
manifestations and continued talking in vision with a
shrill voice which could be distinctly understood by all
present, until about sundown.

Sargent, Robbins, and French were much exasper-
ated as well as excited to hear Sister White talk in vision,
which they declared was of the devil. They exhausted all
their influence and bodily strength to destroy the effect
of the vision. They would unite in singing very loud,
and then alternately would talk and read from the Bible
in a loud voice in order that Ellen might not be heard,
until their strength was exhausted and their hands would
shake, so they could not read from the Bible.

But amidst all this confusion and noise, Ellen’s clear
and shrill voice as she talked in vision was distinctly [104]
heard by all present. The opposition of these men con-
tinued as long as they could talk and sing, notwith-
standing some of their own friends rebuked them and
requested them to stop.

“But,” said Robbins, “you are bowed to an idol. You
are worshiping a golden calf.”

Mr. Thayer, the owner of the house, was not fully
satisfied that her vision was of the devil, as Robbins
declared it to be. He wanted it tested in some way. He
had heard that visions of satanic power were arrested by
opening the Bible and laying it on the person in vision,
and asked Sargent if he would test it in this way, which
he declined to do.
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Then Thayer took a heavy, large quarto family Bible
which was lying on the table and seldom used, opened
it, and laid it open upon the breast of Ellen while in
vision, as she was then inclined backward against the
wall in one corner of the room. Immediately after the
Bible was laid upon her, she arose upon her feet and
walked into the middle of the room, with the Bible open
in one hand and lifted up as high as she could reach,
and with her eyes steadily looking upward, declared
in a solemn manner, “The inspired testimony of God,”
or words of the same import, and then she continued
for a long time, while the Bible was extended in one
hand and her eyes [were] looking upward and not on
the Bible, to turn over the leaves with the other hand
and place her finger upon certain passages and correctly
utter their words with a solemn voice.

Many present looked at the passages where her fin-
ger was pointed to see if she spoke them correctly, for
her eyes at the same time were looking upward. Some
of the passages referred to were judgments against the
wicked and blasphemous; and others were admonitions
and instructions relative to our present condition.

In this state she continued all the afternoon until
nearly sundown when she came out of vision.

When Ellen arose in vision upon her feet with the
heavy open Bible upon her hand, and walked the room
uttering the passages of Scripture, Sargent, Robbins, and
French were silent. For the remainder of the time they
were troubled, with many others, but they shut their eyes
and braved it out without making any acknowledgment
of their feelings.—DF 105, “Statement by Otis Nichols”
(see also Ibid., 232-234; Spiritual Gifts, 2:77-79).

As to the final outcome, Nichols has given us this:

Sister White visited Randolph a few weeks after-
ward for the last time, and as the principal members
of the band still continued alienated from her, and the
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visions, she told them that the curse of God would soon
follow their course. This was soon afterwards literally
fulfilled.

Satan took control of their minds and led them to
confess publicly some of the most shameful acts of their
lives, which had the effect to break up the meetings
at Randolph and separate the honest souls from their
unholy influence, and the principal leading ones united
with Sargent, Robbins, and a company in Boston called
the “No-work Party,” a shameful company of fanatics
numbering some twenty individuals whose principal
teachings were denouncing and cursing those who be-
lieved in Sister White’s visions, and all others, and also
those who followed the exhortation of the apostle to be
quiet and do your own business, to work with your own
hands, and walk honestly toward those that are with-
out, and that we may have lack in nothing. That with
quietness they eat their own bread.

They continued together in this state of feeling some
time, a year or more, when they made a wreck of all their
faith in the doctrines taught in the Bible and then broke
up and scattered, declaring themselves free from all
sinning, enjoined upon them in the Scriptures.— Ibid.

Meeting Joseph Bates at New Bedford

Joseph Bates had been an earnest worker in the Advent awak-
ening of 1840-1844. A sea captain-turned-minister, he invested his
property and his strength in heralding the soon coming of Christ.
As Ellen and her sister were in New Bedford, Massachusetts, they
became acquainted with him and his family. He, of course, learned
of the visions given to Ellen, and this troubled him. He wrote of his
experience two years later:

Although I could see nothing in them that militated against the
Word, yet I felt alarmed and tried exceedingly, and for a long time
unwilling to believe that it was anything more than that was produced
by a protracted debilitated state of her body.
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I therefore sought opportunities in presence of oth-
ers, when her mind seemed freed from excitement (out
of meeting), to question, and cross-question her, and
her friends which accompanied her, especially her elder
sister [Sarah], to get if possible at the truth.

During the number of visits she has made to New
Bedford and Fairhaven since, while at our meetings, I
have seen her in vision a number of times, and also in
Topsham, Maine, and those who were present during
some of these exciting scenes know well with what inter-
est and intensity I listened to every word, and watched
every move to detect deception, or mesmeric influence.
I thank God for the opportunity I have had with others
to witness these things.

As to the results of this close scrutiny and earnest investigation,
he reported:

I can now confidently speak for myself. I believe the
work is of God, and 1s given to comfort and strengthen
His “scattered,” “torn,” and “pealed” people, since the
closing up of our work for the world in October, 1844.
The distracted state of lo, here! and lo, there! since that
time has exceedingly perplexed God’s honest, willing
people, and made it exceedingly difficult for such as
were not able to expound the many conflicting texts that
have been presented to their view.

I confess that I have received light and instruction
on many passages that I could not before clearly dis-
tinguish. I believe her to be a self-sacrificing, honest,
willing child of God.—A Word to the Little Flock, 21.

She wrote of Elder Bates’s attitude toward her at this time:

I found him to be a true Christian gentleman, cour-
teous and kind. He treated me as tenderly as though
I were his own child.... Elder Bates was keeping the
Sabbath, and urged its importance. I did not feel its
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importance, and thought that Elder B. erred in dwelling
upon the fourth commandment more than upon the
other nine.—Life Sketches of James White and Ellen
G. White (1880), 236, 237.

The Publication of Her First Vision—January, 1846

Shortly after her eighteenth birthday Ellen Harmon observed
that Enoch Jacobs was wavering in his confidence in the fulfillment
of prophecy on October 22. She wrote to him from Portland on
December 20, 1845, recounting the highlights of her first vision.
Although she stated that the letter was not written for publication,
Jacobs printed it in the Day-Star issue of January 24, 1846. Through
the next few years it was republished in various forms until it was
carried into her first little book, Christian Experience and Views,
published in 1851, and from there into Early Writings.

In his letter to William Miller, written on April 20, 1846, Otis
Nichols stated that Ellen Harmon had been “a resident in my family
much of the time for about eight months” (DF 105). It was while
there that Ellen discovered that the editor of the Day-Star had pub-
lished her letter, including her statement that it was not written for
publication.

Publication of the Vision of the Heavenly Sanctuary

Seeing this, on February 15, 1846, she wrote a second letter to
Jacobs stating that had she known he was going to publish her first
letter she would have written more fully of what God had revealed
to her. “As the readers of the Day-Star have seen a part of what
God has revealed to me, ... I humbly request you to publish this
also in your paper.”—The Day-Star, March 14, 1846. She presented
the vision given to her at Exeter, Maine, “one year ago this month.”
This was the vision in which she was shown the heavenly sanctuary
and the transfer of the ministry of Christ from the holy place to the
“Holy of Holies.”
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The Place of the Vision in Confirming the Sanctuary Truth

Significantly, The Day-Star Extra, February 7, 1846, had been
devoted to the Bible study of Hiram Edson and O.R.L. Crosier
in which they set forth from the Scriptures the evidence for the
understanding that the two phases of ministry in the earthly sanctuary
service were a type of Christ’s ministry in the heavenly sanctuary.
Consequently, according to Edson and Crosier, events that were to
come to pass, beginning on October 22, 1844, were events taking
place in heaven.

The investigation supporting these conclusions had taken place
at the Hiram Edson home in western New York State over a period of
a number of months. The existence of this Bible study was unknown
to Ellen Harmon when she was given the vision in Exeter in mid-
February, 1845, nor had there been time for the February 7, 1846,
issue of the Day-Star to reach her before she wrote of the vision
for the readers of that journal. The vision, as published on March
14, gave unique confirmation to the conclusions of the Edson and
Crosier Bible study. A year later, April 21, 1847, Ellen White wrote
in a letter to Eli Curtis:

The Lord showed me in vision, more than one year
ago, that Brother Crosier had the true light, on the
cleansing of the sanctuary, et cetera, and that it was His
will that Brother C. should write out the view which he
gave us in the Ibid., February 7, 1846. I feel fully au-
thorized by the Lord to recommend that Extra to every
saint.—A Word to the Little Flock, 12.

God’s Leadings Clearly Manifest

Step by step, God was leading His children. The great Sec-
ond Advent Awakening, so powerful, so free from extremes and
fanaticism, was to the sincere believers the work of God. The dis-
appointment of October 22 was a bitter experience, but they were
confident that God had led them and would continue to lead those
who kept their eyes on Jesus. Earnest, prayerful Bible study pointed
the way to an understanding of the ministry of Jesus in the heavenly
sanctuary. In vision Ellen Harmon witnessed Christ entering into the
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Most Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary to begin another phase of
ministry, closing one door and opening another, thus confirming the
integrity of their 1844 experience. It also confirmed the conclusions
reached in earnest Bible study. It would take time to grasp fully the
various aspects of unfolding truth.

The Vision in a Sailboat

On another visit to Massachusetts in the summer of 1846, at a
time when some insisted that the visions could be accounted for by
mesmeric power, a vision was given to Ellen under very unusual
circumstances. We have her account of the experience and that of H.
S. Gurney, a blacksmith and close friend of Joseph Bates.

Ellen was impressed that she should visit an Adventist family—
the Halls—on West Island, around the point from Fairhaven and to
the north by sea. She requested Gurney to take her to the island.
Accompanied by her sister Sarah and a Sister A., they started on
what should have been a pleasant trip. In the introduction to her first
book Ellen recounted the experience.

It was almost night when we got started. We had
gone but a short distance when a storm suddenly arose.
It thundered and lightened, and the rain came in torrents
upon us. It seemed plain that we must be lost, unless
God should deliver.

I knelt down in the boat and began to cry to God to
deliver us. And there upon the tossing billows, while
the water washed over the top of the boat upon us, the
rain descended as I never saw it before, the lightnings
flashed and the thunders rolled, I was taken off in vision
and saw that sooner would every drop of water in the
ocean be dried up than we should perish, for I saw that
my work had ... just begun. After I came out of the
vision all my fears were gone, and we sang and praised
God, and our little boat was a floating Bethel....

Brother Gurney had more than he could well do, to
manage the boat. He tried to anchor, but the anchor
dragged. Our little boat was tossed upon the waves,
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and driven by the wind, while it was so dark that we
could not see from one end of the boat to the other.—
Experience and Views, pp. 8, 9 (see also Early Writings,
23, 24).

Ellen White recounted the incident of the vision, a refutation
that the visions were brought about by the influence of others. She
asked: “What opportunity was there for mesmeric operations in such
a time as that?”—Ibid., 23.

As the storm subsided, the little craft drifted near land. Seeing
a light, they called loudly for assistance. The keel of the sailboat
prevented a close approach to the shore, but they were soon rescued
by one of the residents of West Island. They rejoiced that, although
lost in the storm, they had arrived safely at their destination.
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Chapter 7—(1846-1847) Entering Married Life

Although James White and Ellen Harmon were closely associ-
ated in travel and labor through much of 1845, it seems that neither
gave thought to marriage. They and their associates were of the
strong opinion that Christ’s second coming was very close at hand;
attention was again focused on the tenth day of the seventh month
[October], this time in 1845 instead of 1844. It was the conviction
held by most that because of the near Advent it would not be right
to marry. Of their situation James White later wrote:

We both viewed the coming of Christ near, even at
the doors, and when we first met had no idea of marriage
at any future time. But God had a great work for both
of us to do, and He saw that we could greatly assist
each other in that work. As she should come before the
public she needed a lawful protector, and God having
chosen her as a channel of light and truth to the people
in a special sense, she could be of great help to me.

But it was not until the matter of marriage was taken
to the Lord by both, and we obtained an experience that
placed the matter beyond the reach of doubt, that we
took this important step. Most of our brethren who
believed with us that the Second Advent movement
was the work of God were opposed to marriage in the
sense that as time was very short it was a denial of
faith, as such a union contemplated long years of mar-
ried life.—Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G.
White (1880), 126.

Elaborating on this, White explained that Ellen was feeble and it
seemed that consumption would take her life. She weighed about
eighty pounds. Frequently on the steamboats or on the train she
would faint and remain breathless for minutes. He wrote:

125
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It was necessary that she should have one or more
attendants. Either her sister Sarah or Sister Foss trav-
eled with her. And as neither her aged father nor feeble
brother were suitable persons to travel with one so fee-
ble, and introduce her and her mission to the people,
the writer, fully believing that her wonderful experience
and work was of God, became satisfied that it was his
duty to accompany them.

And as our thus traveling subjected us to the reproaches of the
enemies of the Lord and His truth, duty seemed very clear that the
one who had so important a message to the world should have a
legal protector, and that we should unite our labors.—Ibid., 238.

So although their courtship lacked some of the typ-
ical elements, Providence led them on to love and af-
fection and fixed their eyes on marriage. It was now
1846, and the end of August seemed to be an appropri-
ate time to unite their lives. Ellen had great admiration
for James, “the best man that ever trod shoeleather” (DF
733c, “Interview with Mrs. E. G. White). There is a
note of excitement in a letter James wrote to Brother
Collins while in Falmouth, Massachusetts, on Wednes-
day, August 26. James was there to conduct a funeral:

I have a chance to get to Fairhaven tonight by sail-
boat, and shall take the cars tomorrow morning for
Boston, and the express train of cars for Portland at
four-thirty. Shall be in Portland tomorrow night at six
o’clock.... Sister Ellen says that the way is made plain.
We are published; we shall be married perhaps Mon-
day.— JW to Brother Collins, August 26, 1846.

He stated that Nichols, who had visited Portland while he, James,
was in Massachusetts, was concerned when he first heard of their

marriage plans, “but he was now satisfied that God was in it.” James
added:

I have visited Holms Hall, Brother Chase, and the
[112] sisters.... They have no objections now to our marriage.
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But it tried them at first.... From what Ellen said in her
letter, I judge that she thinks of coming west as soon as
we are married.— Ibid.

The Wedding

We would like to picture in our minds James White, 25 years
of age, and his bride, Ellen Harmon, 18, with a bouquet in hand,
standing in a little white New England chapel surrounded by parents,
brothers, sisters, and close friends, as they listened to appropriate
admonitions and exchanged their wedding vows. But it was not so.

Sometime on Sunday, August 30, James Springer White and
Miss Ellen Gould Harmon stood before Charles Harding, justice
of the peace, in Portland, Maine, and were married. The marriage
certificate, preserved through the years, is just a small slip of paper
carrying a brief form and the signature of the one who officiated.
While both recognized the importance of the event, they could not,
with their concept of the imminent Second Advent, foresee that
this was the beginning of thirty-five years of united lives laboring
incessantly in building up the cause of God.

Of their experience James White later wrote:

We were married August 30, 1846, and from that
hour to the present she has been my crown of rejoic-
ing.... It has been in the good providence of God that
both of us had enjoyed a deep experience in the Advent
movement.... This experience was now needed as we
should join our forces and, united, labor extensively
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific....

We entered upon this work penniless, with few
friends, and broken in health. Mrs. White has suffered
ill health from a child, ... and although I had inherited
a powerful constitution, imprudence in study at school,
and in lecturing ... had made me a dyspeptic.

In this condition, without means, with very few who
sympathized with us in our views, without a paper, and
without books, we entered upon our work. We had no
houses of worship at that time, and the idea of using
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a tent had not then occurred to us. Most of our meet-
ings were held in private houses. Our congregations
were small. It was seldom that any came into our meet-
ings, excepting Adventists, unless they were attracted
by curiosity to hear a woman speak.—Ibid., 126, 127.

Their First Home

The Harmon home in Gorham became the place of residence for
the newlyweds. We know very little of the early weeks of their mar-
ried life. But in November they attended a conference in Topsham
some thirty-five miles to the north, at the home of Brother Curtis.
Joseph Bates had come up from New Bedford and was present. Ellen
White wrote:

The Spirit of God rested upon us in Brother C.’s
humble dwelling, and I was wrapt in a vision of God’s
glory, and for the first time had a view of other planets.
After I came out of vision I related what I had seen.—
Ibid., 239.

Actually, during the vision, wholly unbeknown to her, she spoke
of what was passing before her. J. N. Loughborough recounted in
print the description of the meeting as Bates told it to him:

Mrs. White, while in vision, began to talk about the
stars, giving a glowing description of rosy-tinted belts
which she saw across the surface of some planet, and
added, I see four moons.”

“Oh,” said Elder Bates, ‘““she is viewing Jupiter!”
Then having made motions as though traveling through
space, she began giving a description of belts and rings
in their ever-varying beauty, and said, “I see seven
moons.”

Elder Bates exclaimed, “She is describing Saturn.”

Next came the description of Uranus, with its six
moons; then a wonderful description of the “opening
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heavens,” with its glory, calling it an opening into a
region more enlightened. Elder Bates said that her de-
scription far surpassed any account of the opening heav-
ens he had ever read from any author.

While she was talking and still in vision, he arose
to his feet, and exclaimed, “O how I wish Lord John
Rosse was here tonight!” Elder White inquired, “Who
is Lord John Rosse?”

“Oh,” said Elder Bates, “he is the great English as- [114]
tronomer. I wish he was here to hear that woman talk
astronomy, and to hear that description of the ‘open-

ing heavens.” It is ahead of anything I ever read on the
subject.”—GSAM, p. 258.

Ellen White reported of this experience in the Curtis home:

After I came out of vision I related what I had seen.
Elder Bates then asked if I had studied astronomy. I
told him I had no recollection of ever looking into an
astronomy.

Said he, “This is of the Lord.”

I never saw him as free and happy before. His coun-
tenance shone with the light of heaven, and he exhorted
the church with power.—Ibid., 239.

A few months later James White wrote:

At our conference in Topsham, Maine, last Novem-
ber, Ellen had a vision of the handiworks of God. She
was guided to the planets Jupiter, Saturn, and I think
one more. [Ellen White, neither in vision nor afterward,
gave the names of the planets she saw. From her de-
scriptions bates identified them and James White made
use of his identification.] After she came out of vision,
she could give a clear description of their moons, et
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cetera. It is well known that she knew nothing of astron-
omy, and could not answer one question in relation to
the planets, before she had this vision.—A Word to the
Little Flock, 22.

Bates had been troubled with serious doubts as to the visions, but
the evidence in the experience at Topsham was such that he accepted
them wholeheartedly from that time forth. Ellen White never wrote
out in detail what she was shown. It is evident that God’s purpose in
giving this vision was to establish confidence in the heart of Joseph
Bates. It should be borne in mind that the number of moons she
was shown was what Bates, up to that time, had seen through the
telescope. Stronger, more modern telescopes have brought into
view additional moons circling the planets described. Nevertheless,
had Ellen been shown what stronger telescopes now reveal, Bates’s
doubts would have been confirmed, rather than alleviated.

Stricken with Severe Illness

But more than other planets was shown to Ellen White in the
vision at Topsham. Of this she wrote:

I was shown that I would be much afflicted, and
that we would have a trial of our faith on our return to
Gorham.—Life Sketches of James White and Ellen G.
White (1880), 239.

Fulfillment was rapid. Ellen was taken desperately ill. Earnest
prayers in her behalf brought no relief. For three weeks James
White’s bride suffered until in her intense agony she requested that
no more prayers be offered in her behalf, for she was convinced
that “their prayers were protracting” her life and thus her sufferings.
Every breath came with a groan. Otis Nichols, in Massachusetts,
sent his son Henry to bring some things for her comfort, and while
he was there he joined in the earnest prayers for her recovery. Ellen
White tells of what followed:

After others had prayed, Brother Henry commenced
praying, and seemed much burdened, and with the
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power of God resting upon him, rose from his knees,
came across the room, and laid his hands upon my head,
saying, “Sister Ellen, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole,”
and fell back prostrated by the power of God. [On sev-
eral occasions in the years 1840 to 1851—and even
later—there were experiences in which the power of
God was manifested in physical prostration. The cir-
cumstances, and the high character of the individuals
involved, would lead to the conclusion that such expe-
riences were genuine and not the fruit of fanaticism.] I
believed the work was of God, and the pain left me. My
soul was filled with gratitude and peace.—Ibid., 239,
240.

Ellen was completely restored to normal health and soon with
her husband was off by boat to Boston. But this trip was anything
but a restful one for the newlyweds, for a storm overtook them. She
described the trip:

The boat rolled fearfully, and the waves dashed into
the cabin windows. The large chandelier fell to the floor
with a crash. The tables were set for breakfast, but the
dishes were thrown upon the floor.

There was great fear in the ladies’ cabin. Many were confessing
their sins, and crying to God for mercy. Some were calling upon the
virgin Mary to keep them, while others were making solemn vows
to God that if they reached land they would devote their lives to His
service.

It was a scene of terror and confusion. As the boat
rocked, one lady above me fell out of her berth to the
floor, crying out at the top of her voice. Another turned
to me and asked, “Are you not terrified? I suppose it is
a fact that we may never reach land.”

I told her I made Christ my refuge, and if my work
was done, I might as well lie in the bottom of the ocean
as in any other place; but if my work was not done, all
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the waters of the ocean could not drown me. My trust
was in God, that He would bring us safe to land if it was
for His glory.—Ibid., 240.

He did!

Acceptance of the Seventh Day as the Sabbath

For a few weeks prior to this trip to Massachusetts, James and
Ellen had been observing the seventh day of the week as the Sabbath.
Of this she wrote:

In the autumn of 1846 we began to observe the Bible
Sabbath, and to teach and defend it.—Testimonies for
the Church, 1:75.

Reference has been made to her negative reaction when earlier
in the year, Joseph Bates introduced the Sabbath to her. Bates
had taken his stand in 1845, having had his attention called to it
through an article in The Hope of Israel, written by T. M. Preble.
A man of conviction and action, Bates in turn prepared a forty-
eight-page pamphlet, which he published in August, 1846, under the
title The Seventh-day Sabbath a Perpetual Sign From the Beginning
to the Entering Into the Gates of the Holy City According to the
Commandment. James White took a copy home with him after the
funeral service he conducted at Falmouth. As he and Ellen studied
the Biblical evidences for the sacredness of the seventh day, they
took their stand and began to teach it as they met with their fellow
Adventists. At this time there were about fifty Sabbathkeepers in
New England and New York State (Ibid., 1:77). Years later Ellen
White recalled what taking this step meant:

The light upon the fourth commandment, which was
new and unpopular and generally rejected by our Ad-
ventist brethren and sisters, we had accepted. If we had
trials and difficulties before this in accepting the mes-
sage that the Lord would soon come the second time
to our world with power and great glory, we found that
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accepting new and advanced truth brought us into po-
sitions of still greater difficulty. It brought down upon
us not only the opposition of the Christian world who
refused to believe in the Lord’s soon coming, but opposi-
tion unexpectedly came upon us from those with whom
we had been united in the faith and glorious hope of the
second advent of our Saviour. In the place of closely
investigating the Scriptures as did the noble Bereans to
see if these things were so, there were those with whom
we had taken sweet counsel together who denounced
the third angel’s message as heresy.—Manuscript 76,
1886.

As James and Ellen White made their trip to Massachusetts they
undoubtedly spent time with Bates, reviewing their experience and
the sound basis for the step they had so recently taken.

The Profitable Time in Massachusetts

We have reported Ellen’s desperate sickness and healing just
before the Whites left for Massachusetts. They were gone for nearly
seven weeks. Two days after their return home to Gorham, James
wrote of the trip and of his wife’s health, she was now pregnant with
her first child.

Ellen has enjoyed the best state of health for six
weeks past that she has for so long a time for six years.
We are both enjoying good health.—JW to S. Howland,
March 14, 1847.

Of their united labors on this extended tour, White reported in
his letter to Stockbridge Howland:

Since we left Topsham we have had some trying
times. We have also had many glorious heavenly re-
freshing seasons. On the whole it has been one of the
best visits we ever had to Massachusetts. Our brethren
at [New] Bedford and Fairhaven were mightily strength-
ened and confirmed in the truth and power of God.
Brethren in other places were also much blessed.
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This included the Otis Nichols family, with whom James re-
ported they had a “very free time,” finding them “all devoted and
strong in the faith as ever” (Ibid.). The picture begins to develop, re-
vealing four strong families with whom they were in close touch and
at whose homes they were always welcome, sometimes for extended
visits:

The Stockbridge Howland family residing in Topsham, Maine.
Howland was a successful civil engineer, but still suffering from
being discredited for his Adventist faith and experience.

The Otis Nichols family living in Dorchester, Massachusetts, a
suburb south of Boston. Nichols was a lithographer, in the printing
and engraving business. He was a successful businessman.

The Joseph Bates family in Fairhaven, across the Acushnet River
from New Bedford, the whaling seaport center. A sea captain who
had retired with some means, Bates was a strong supporter of the
Advent movement. He had chaired one of the large conferences in
Boston in 1842. In 1844 he had sold everything to spread the Advent
message, and now he was of necessity living frugally.

A fourth group would soon enlarge the circle. The Hastings
family resided in New Ipswich, New Hampshire, some sixty miles
north and west of Boston. At the point of which we write, the Whites
and Hastings had not yet met but were in touch through occasional
letters. Hastings was a farmer, engaged in fattening cattle for the
market. He was one of the earnest Adventists who left his potatoes
in the field unharvested in the autumn of 1844 as a witness to his
faith. He had been well rewarded financially, as his potatoes did not
rot and brought a good price on the market the next spring. On May
21, James White, addressing Mrs. Hastings, introduced his letter,
“All I know of you is from what I have seen in the Day-Dawn from
your pen.” He had just received from Fairhaven the copies of the
broadside Bates had published for him carrying Ellen White’s vision
confirming the Sabbath truth. This he put with the 1846 broadside
carrying Ellen White’s first visions, saying:

When I get anything good I have a desire that all
the faithful should share a slice. This is my apology
for addressing you at this time and enclosing these two
visions to you.—JW to Elvira Hastings, May 21, 1847.
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The Harmons, Ellen’s parents, with whom they lived in Gorham,
had not yet accepted the Sabbath, and did not until a year later,
which caused some problems. James mentioned this in his letter to
Howland at Topsham:

You have a number to meet with at your place, but
here is not one soul that we can meet with or unite in
serving the Lord.—JW to S. Howland, March 14, 1847.

We gain a sense of the uncomfortable and unstable situation
in which James and Ellen lived and moved as James continued his
letter to Howland, recounting circumstances and tactfully throwing
out some suggestions and hints:

We have been thinking much of home as well as of
you at Topsham and Brunswick for two weeks. I think it
will be the Lord’s will for us to visit you soon. It seems
a long time since we saw you last.

We should be glad to see you and Sister Howland
here. Will you come up and see us? If you will we will
return with you to Topsham. If you cannot come, send
Brother Cobb or some other of the brethren. Let not the
want of money prevent you from coming if you feel free
to come, for I have $8 and can pay a part, or can and
will gladly and freely pay the whole if necessary. I want
you to write as soon as you receive this and tell me of
your prosperity unless some of you can come and see
us immediately.

If you do not conclude to visit us, please inform me
by letter as soon as you can so that we may make some
other arrangement. We should be very glad to see you
here. I think it might prove a blessing to you and the
folks here....

It may be a duty to come up to Gorham and cheer
us with your words of comfort. How good it would be
if Gorham were only about five miles from Topsham so
that we could spend our holy Sabbaths together.

Oh, I am sick of our ungodly, hypocritical, dishon-
est, cheating neighbors. What a wicked world we are
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living in! I'love to think of the kingdom. Take away our
hope, and we are perfectly miserable. What a deathly
degrading thought, to think of spending a life in this
horribly unchristian world and then lay down in the dust.
But it won’t be so. No! No! No!— Ibid.

Just what the immediate response was, and whether the How-
lands visited Gorham at the time, 1s not known, but we do know that
in April, James and Ellen White were residing in Topsham, staying
with the Howlands in their well-constructed home. On Sabbath,
April 3, Ellen White was given a significant vision. The following

Wednesday, April 7, she wrote of it in a letter to Joseph Bates:

Vision Confirming the Sabbath

Dear Brother Bates,

Last Sabbath we met with the dear brethren and
sisters here, who meet at Brother Howland’s. We felt
an unusual spirit of prayer. And as we prayed, the Holy
Ghost fell upon us. We were very happy. Soon I was
lost to earthly things, and was wrapped up in a vision
of God’s glory. I saw an angel swiftly flying to me. He
quickly carried me from the earth to the Holy City.

In the city I saw a temple, which I entered. I passed
through a door before I came to the first veil. This veil
was raised, and I passed into the holy place. I saw the
altar of incense, the candlestick with seven lamps, and
the table on which was the shewbread, et cetera. After
viewing the glory of the holy, Jesus raised the second
veil, and I passed into the Holy of Holies.

In the Holiest I saw an ark; on the top and sides of
it was purest gold. On each end of the ark was a lovely
cherub, with their wings spread over it. Their faces were
turned towards each other, and they looked downwards.
Between the angels was a golden censer. Above the ark,
where the angels stood, was an exceeding bright glory,
that appeared like a throne where God dwelt. Jesus
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stood by the ark.—A Word to the Little Flock, 18 (see
also Early Writings, 32-35).

In the vision she saw Jesus ministering in the Most Holy Place
in behalf of the saints, and then the ark was opened to enable her to
see its contents. Here is what she saw:

In the ark was the golden pot of manna, Aaron’s
rod that budded, and the tables of stone which folded
together like a book. Jesus opened them, and I saw the
Ten Commandments written on them with the finger
of God. On one table was four, and on the other six.
The four on the first table shone brighter than the other
six. But the fourth, the Sabbath commandment, shone
above them all; for the Sabbath was set apart to be kept
in honor of God’s holy name. The holy Sabbath looked
glorious—a halo of glory was all around it.— Ibid. see
also Early Writings, 32-35)

In successive scenes she was carried through a review of the
factors that give validity to the Sabbath and its observance. She
was shown that the Sabbath is the point at which all mankind must
make a decision to serve God or an apostate power. The vision
was climaxed with a view of the second coming of Christ and the
ascension of the redeemed to the Holy City, where Jesus opens
the gates to welcome those who have “kept the ‘commandments of
God,” and have a “‘right to the tree of life”” (Ibid., 20).

A letter containing this message was sent to Joseph Bates. James
White suggested to Bates that he have one thousand copies printed
on a broadside and send him the bill. This Bates did. When James
received the bill of $7.50, he borrowed the money to pay it. Writing
to Elvira Hastings, of New Ipswich, New Hampshire, he stated that
he would “trust in the Lord for the money to be sent in” (JW to
Elvira Hastings, May 21, 1847).

James and Ellen White had accepted the Sabbath solely on the
evidence of Scripture called to their attention by the Joseph Bates
tract. The vision of April 3 impressed upon them the singular im-
portance of the Sabbath, and the mention made in the vision of
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“the mark of the beast and his image” helped them put some things
together, adding to their understanding of the significance of that
message.

Rebaptism of Ellen White

Soon after accepting the Sabbath truth, Ellen White requested re-
baptism—undoubtedly into the third angel’s message. James White
writes of this in Life Incidents, page 273, in connection with his
presentation of Ellen White’s visions:

On receiving baptism at my hands, at an early period
of her experience, as I raised her up out of the water,
immediately she was in vision.

This is the only reference to this step in her experience; the date
of the rebaptism 1s not known.

The Visions of Ellen White

Frequent mention has been made in this narrative to the visions
Ellen White received, but little has been said of the physical phe-
nomena that accompanied these visions and provided those who
witnessed them with strong evidence of the work being of God.
As she herself was totally unconscious during a vision, we must
turn to others who were eyewitnesses of the unusual and thrilling
experience. Several who had long acquaintance with her from early
years have provided us with vivid descriptions. One such is J. N.
Loughborough, who first saw her in vision in 1852 and declared that
he had seen her in vision fifty times. He wrote:

In passing into vision, she gives three enrapturing
shouts of “Glory!” which echo and re-echo, the second,
and especially the third, fainter but more thrilling than
the first, the voice resembling that of one quite a distance
from you, and just going out of hearing.

For about four or five seconds she seems to drop
down like a person in a swoon, or one having lost his
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strength; she then seems to be instantly filled with su-
perhuman strength, sometimes rising at once to her feet
and walking about the room. There are frequent move-
ments of the hands and arms, pointing to the right or left
as her head turns. All these movements are made in a
most graceful manner. In whatever position the hand or
arm may be placed, it is impossible for anyone to move
it.

Her eyes are always open, but she does not wink;
her head is raised, and she is looking upward, not with
a vacant stare, but with a pleasant expression, only dif-
fering from the normal in that she appears to be looking
intently at some distant object.

She does not breathe, yet her pulse beats regularly.
Her countenance is pleasant, and the color of her face
as florid as in her natural state.—GSAM, pp. 204, 205.

Mrs. Martha Amadon, also acquainted with Ellen White from
early years, after giving a similar description of what took place in
connection with the visions, declared:

There was never an excitement among those present [123]
during a vision; nothing caused fear. It was a solemn,
quiet scene, sometimes lasting an hour....
When the vision was ended, and she lost sight of
the heavenly light, as it were, coming back to the earth
once more, she would exclaim with a long-drawn sigh,
as she took her first natural breath, “D-a-r-k.” She was
then limp and strengthless.—DF 373, Martha Amadon,
“Mrs. E. G. White in Vision.”

Individual visions were marked by various characteristics, some
of which will be noted as the stories in which they are involved are
told. James White, in introducing Ellen White’s experience in his
Life Incidents in 1868, described the visions under four numbered
points:

1. She is utterly unconscious of everything transpir-
ing around her, as has been proved by the most rigid
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tests, but views herself as removed from this world, and
in the presence of heavenly beings.

2. She does not breathe. During the entire period of
her continuance in vision, which has at different times
ranged from fifteen minutes to three hours, there is no
breath, as has been repeatedly proved by pressing upon
the chest, and by closing the mouth and nostrils.

3. Immediately on entering vision, her muscles be-
come rigid, and joints fixed, so far as any external force
can influence them. At the same time her movements
and gestures, which are frequent, are free and graceful,
and cannot be hindered nor controlled by the strongest
person.

4. On coming out of vision, whether in the daytime
or a well-lighted room at night, all is total darkness. Her
power to distinguish even the most brilliant objects, held
within a few inches of the eyes, returns but gradually....

She has probably had, during the past twenty-three
years, between one and two hundred visions. These
have been given under almost every variety of circum-
stance, yet maintaining a wonderful similarity.—Page
272.

In the earlier years of Ellen White’s experience the visions
were almost always accompanied by physical phenomena similar
to that described in the Scriptures in connection with the respective
prophets. In the later years, her work having been established and
accepted, the visions were usually given during the hours of the
night, as the one described by Daniel in the opening verse of chapter
7: “a dream and visions of his head upon his bed.” Such night visions
were briefer, more frequent, but of equal importance and value as
the visions given during the hours of the day, accompanied by the
physical phenomena.
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Ellen White’s Letter to Eli Curtis

On April 21, 1847, Ellen White penned a letter to Eli Curtis,
of New York City, in which she referred to light given to her on a
number of points. She wrote:
Dear Brother,

In the Day-Dawn, volume 1, Nos. 10 and 11, you
kindly invite me to address you a communication.

My only apology I have to offer for not writing be-
fore is I have not had a clear duty to write till now. You
will, I doubt not, excuse me for addressing you so pub-
licly, at this time. I have been much interested in your
writings in the Dawn, and Extra, and fully agree with
you on some points, but on others we widely differ—A
Word to the Little Flock, 11.

Then Ellen enters into a discussion of a number of points, some
of them theological, based on the spectrum of visions given to her
during the past two years. Note the careful, positive way she comes
before the public as she writes of these matters:

Your Extra is now on the stand before me; and I beg
leave to state to you, and the scattered flock of God,
what I have seen in vision relative to these things on
which you have written.

I fully agree with you, that there will be two literal
resurrections, one thousand years apart. I also agree
with you that the new earth will not appear till after the
wicked dead are raised, and destroyed, at the end of the
thousand years.

I saw that Satan was “loosed out of his prison” at the
end of the thousand years, just at the time the wicked
dead were raised; and that Satan deceived them by mak-
ing them believe that they could take the Holy City
from the saints. The wicked all marched up around the [125]
“camp of the saints,” with Satan at their head; and when
they were ready to make an effort to take the city, the
Almighty breathed from His high throne, on the city,
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a breath of devouring fire, which came down on them,
and burnt them up, “root and branch.”

And I saw that as Christ is the vine, and His children
the branches, so Satan is the “root” and his children are
the “branches®: and at the final destruction of “Gog and
Magog,” the whole wicked host will be burnt up, “root
and branch,” and cease to exist. Then will appear the
new heaven and the new earth. Then will the saints
“build houses,” and “plant vineyards.”

I saw that all the righteous dead were raised by the
voice of the Son of God, at the first resurrection; and all
that were raised at the second resurrection were burnt
up, and ceased to exist.—Ibid., 11, 12

After laying this affirmative foundation, revealing a clear-cut
concept of the order and nature of some future events—a part of
the great controversy story—she takes up points with which she
differed, on the basis of the visions, from Eli Curtis:

You think that those who worship before the saints’
feet (Revelation 3:9) will at last be saved. Here I must
differ with you; for God showed me that this class were
professed Adventists, who had fallen away, and “cru-
cified to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put
him to an open shame.” And in the “hour of tempta-
tion,” which is yet to come, to show out everyone’s true
character, they will know that they are forever lost, and
overwhelmed with anguish of spirit, they will bow at
the saints’ feet.

You also think that Michael stood up, and the time
of trouble commenced, in the spring of 1844.

The Lord has shown me in vision that Jesus rose
up, and shut the door, and entered the holy of holies,
at the seventh month, 1844; but Michael’s standing up
(Daniel 12:1) to deliver His people is in the future. This
will not take place until Jesus has finished His priestly
office in the heavenly sanctuary, and lays off His priestly
attire, and puts on His most kingly robes, and crown, to
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ride forth on a cloudy chariot, to “thresh the heathen in
anger,” and deliver His people.—A Word to the Little
Flock, 12.

The grasp that 19-year-old Ellen White had, at this early time,
of future events and their sequence is significant. She continued her
presentation of the events to transpire as Jesus closes up His ministry
in the heavenly sanctuary:

Then Jesus will have His sharp sickle in His hand
(Revelation 14:14), and then the saints will cry day and
night to Jesus on the cloud to thrust in His sharp sickle
and reap.

This will be the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah
30:5-8), out of which the saints will be delivered by the
voice of God....

The Lord showed me in vision, more than one year
ago, that Brother Crosier had the true light on the cleans-
ing of the sanctuary, et cetera, and that it was His will
that Brother C. should write out the view which he
gave us in The Day-Star Extra, February 7, 1846. I feel
fully authorized by the Lord to recommend that Extra
to every saint.—Ibid.

She closed this presentation with the words: “I pray that these
lines may prove a blessing to you, and all the dear children who may
read them. E. G. White.”

The message, presented so simply, quoting Scripture often, and
putting many future events in an understandable sequence, was
a great blessing to the “little flock” who were weighing various
concepts that were being projected here and there. God was gently
but firmly guiding His somewhat bewildered people.
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Chapter 8—(1847-1848) Laying the Foundations

The month of April, 1847, marked James White’s first major
publishing accomplishment—the issuance of a twenty-four-page
pamphlet that he titled A Word to the “Little Flock.” The type was
small and the margins narrow, yielding a page with twice the normal
content of a book page of today.

Just a year earlier, on April 6, 1846, he had arranged for the
broadside publication of Ellen’s first vision—a single large sheet
printed on one side only. Two hundred and fifty copies were struck
off in Portland, Maine. H. S. Gurney, blacksmith of Fairhaven,
Massachusetts, shared the printing costs. It carried the significant
title “To the Little Remnant Scattered Abroad.” A little more than
two of the three columns were given to Ellen’s first vision. Half of
the third column was devoted to the vision of mid-February, 1845,
concerning the heavenly sanctuary and the events at the end of the
2300 days (Early Writings, 54-56).

Very clearly, A Word to the “Little Flock™ represented the joint
ministry of both James and Ellen. James had written several articles
for publication in Crosier’s short-lived Day-Dawn, but by the time
they were ready, that paper had ceased publication. So after talk-
ing with the Howlands and some others, he decided to present the
materials in pamphlet form. In his opening paragraph he explained:

I wish to call the attention of the “little flock™ to

those things which will very soon take place on this
earth.—A Word to the Little Flock, 1.

He quoted Bible prophecy and then called attention to distressing
world conditions, particularly famine and financial distress. He
declared, “we cannot doubt ... that the ‘time of trouble, such as
never was’ is fast coming upon the nations of the earth.”—Ibid.

The pamphlet is Bible-based, with copious Scripture references
and quotations. It seems clear that the visions given to Ellen helped
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James to sort things out and clarify the order of events. It will
be remembered that in 1845 a move toward time setting had been
averted when Ellen was shown that before Christ would come, “the
saints must pass through the ‘time of Jacob’s trouble,” which was
future.”—Ibid., 22

The pamphlet opens with an extended article on the seven last
plagues. After quoting Revelation 15:1, James White asserts: “By
the light of the brightly shining light (the Bible), we can see the
events of our past experience distinctly; while future events may
not be seen in their order so clearly.” Then he proceeds to suggest
the order in which certain future events may be expected to take
place, including the “marking or sealing of the saints” (A Word to
the Little Flock, 3). Articles that follow carry the titles “The Voice
of God,” “The Time of Trouble,” “The Time of Jacob’s Trouble,”
and “Thoughts on Revelation 14.” Thus, as Ellen White indicated
in the early 1880s (Testimonies for the Church, 1:78, 79), the early
believers understood clearly the intent of the first and second angels’
messages, but as to the third, which mentions the “commandments
of God” and makes references to “the beast” and ‘“his image,” there
seemed to be considerable haziness. However, James wrote, “It
1s plain that we live in the time of the third angel’s message.”—A
Word to the Little Flock, 11. At this point he introduced Ellen’s letter
to Eli Curtis, referred to in chapter 7, a communication in which
the visions given to her dealt with doctrinal points and clarified the
relationship of events to come.

James White on the Prophetic Gift

Having introduced the visions given to Ellen, James devoted a
page to the subject of a prophetic voice in earth’s last days, opening
with words from Acts 2:

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God,
I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
and on my servants, and on my handmaidens I will pour
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out in those days of my Spirit, and they shall prophesy’
[verses 17, 18].—A Word to the Little Flock, 13.

White pointed out:

As the signs of that day have been, and still are
fulfilling, it must be clear to every unprejudiced mind
that the time has fully come when the children of God
may expect dreams and visions from the Lord.—Ibid.

99 ¢

He acknowledged that “even among Adventists,” “this is a very
unpopular position to hold on this subject ...; but I choose to believe
the word of the Lord on this point, rather than the teachings of men.”
He continued:

I know that it is a very popular opinion among Ad-
ventists that there was nothing more to be revealed by
visions, after John closed up the revelation in A.D. 96.
But if this opinion is correct, then the last days ended
while John was on the isle of Patmos.—Ibid.

James White’s next statement sets forth a position he stood by
throughout his ministry:

The Bible is a perfect and complete revelation. It is
our only rule of faith and practice. But this is no reason
why God may not show the past, present, and future
fulfillment of His Word, in these last days, by dreams
and visions, according to Peter’s testimony. True visions
are given to lead us to God, and His Written Word; but
those that are given for a new rule of faith and practice,
separate from the Bible, cannot be from God, and should
be rejected.—Ibid.

In this forthright declaration may be seen an allusion to Joseph
Smith, leader of the Mormons, who, because of some of his teachings
and actions, had been murdered in 1844. As for James White, the
Bible was the guide and rule of practice. He republished the first
vision, followed by two others, stating:
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The following vision was published in the Day-Star,
more than a year ago. By the request of friends, it is
republished in this little work, with Scripture references,
for the benefit of the little flock.—Ibid.

He then added a word of admonition: “I hope that all who may
read it will take the wise and safe course pointed out to us by the
following passages of Scripture. ‘Despise not prophesyings. Prove
all things; hold fast that which is good’ [1 Thessalonians 5:20, 21].
‘To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this
word, it 1s because there is no light in them’ [Isaiah 8:20].”—A Word
to the Little Flock, 13, 14.

Throughout the republished visions he included more than eighty
references to Bible passages and seven references to 2 Esdras and
the Wisdom of Solomon, of the Old Testament Apocrypha. All
these were used to compare his wife’s visions with similar matters in
the Bible. Only in this printing did such keyed footnote references
appear, linked to the E. G. White visions. The visions thus published
included the first to which Ellen White in her first writing added the
vision of the new earth; and the vision of the heavenly sanctuary
in which she was shown the law of God, as first published in the
broadside by Joseph Bates.

There followed two pages of arguments in support of the visions,
first Joseph Bates’s remarks giving his experience in accepting the
visions, as described in Bates’s 1847 broadside, and then a very brief
review by James White on “the experience and calling of the author
of these visions” (Ibid., 22). The pamphlet closed with two James
White articles, “The Temple of God” and “The Judgment.” In the
latter he dealt with the “executive judgment,” giving a description of
God finally cleansing the universe as “the devil and his angels, and
all the wicked, will be burnt up, ‘root and branch.””—Ibid., 24

This pamphlet, A Word to the “Little Flock,” was republished in
1945 and is available at Adventist Book Centers.

The Whites were in Topsham through much of April and
May while James was getting his pamphlet published in nearby
Brunswick. They then returned to Gorham, where, through the sum-
mer, awaiting the birth of their first child, James engaged in such
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labor as he could find, determined not to be dependent on others for
their livelihood.
From Gorham, Ellen, on July 13, wrote a letter to Joseph Bates.
[131] Its opening paragraphs provide some glimpses into her heart and
life:
Dear Brother Bates,

As James 1s at work and sisters are from home,
thought I would employ myself in writing a line to you.
My health is quite good for me. My faith is still strong
that that very same Jesus that ascended up into heaven
will so come in like manner as He went up, and that
Very, very soon.

I have had many trials of late, discouragement at
times has laid so fast hold upon me it seemed impossible
to shake it off. But thank God, Satan has not got the
victory over me yet, and by the grace of God he never
shall. T know and feel my weakness, but I have laid hold
upon the strong arm of Jehovah, and I can say today I
know that my Redeemer liveth, and if He lives I shall
live also.

O how good it would be to meet with a few of like
precious faith to exhort and comfort one another with
words of holy cheer from the Word of God. The sheep
are now scattered, but thank God they are about to be
gathered to a good pasture. O how sweet it will be
to meet all the blood-washed throng in the city of our
God—Letter 3, 1847.

Bates had written asking about some of the early visions. Ellen
took up his questions and wrote a number of pages in the earliest
handwritten letter we have today from her pen. It provides helpful
documentation of her and her husband’s work and travels:

Brother Bates, you write in a letter to James some-
thing about the Bridegroom’s coming, as stated in the
first published visions. By the letter you would like to
know whether I had light on the Bridegroom’s coming
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before I saw it in vision. I can readily answer, No. The
Lord showed me the travel of the Advent band and the
midnight cry in December, but He did not show me the
Bridegroom’s coming until February following. Per-
haps you would like to have me give a statement in
relation to both visions.—Ibid.

As itis a review of earlier history, this letter has been drawn upon
in other chapters. Five weeks later, just a few days before their first
son was born, James White wrote from Gorham to Elvira Hastings, [132]
of New Ipswich, New Hampshire, telling of his family’s situation:

When I first wrote to you and sent the visions [in
broadside form] I was lame, in debt, and burdened with
the duty of publishing for the “little flock.” Since that
[time] I have been able to publish my humble pamphlet,
and am now free from debt, and have enough for our
present wants. God has abundantly blessed me with
health to labor with my hands. My lameness has not
troubled me but little this summer. I have been able to
earn about $25 the past six weeks; and my health is very
much improved....

When we have no special work to do in visiting the
scattered saints, I feel it my duty to labor with my hands,
so as not to be chargeable to others. This is a privilege
to me.—JW to Elvira Hastings, August 22, 1847.

Looking into the immediate future, he commented:

We can lay no certain plans for the future; but we
expect to go west [this would be in the confines of the
New England States and New York] this fall. When
it is our duty to go, God will make it very plain, and
provide friends and means. At present we must remain
at Gorham. Ellen has seen in vision that we should
go west before the Lord comes; therefore I believe we
shall go, but whether it will be in September or at a later
period we cannot now decide. We leave all this in the
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hands of God, and by His grace will try to attend to
present duty.— Ibid.

He picked the letter up again on Wednesday, August 25, and
added:

The above was written Sunday eve. I had to go
to work Monday and Tuesday, and therefore could not
finish. I haste to write a few lines more so as to mail
this tomorrow morning.

I have felt like offering an apology for inviting you
(a stranger in the flesh) to assist me in paying for the
publication of the last vision, as I did in my other letter.
At that time I was lame, some in debt, and knew not
how to clear myself from the small debt of about $10
and obtain a living. But the Lord has been better to me

[133] than my fears, praise His dear name.— Ibid.

Several postscripts were added. He made reference to Ellen, just
on the verge of giving birth to her first child, whom they named
Henry. He stated:

I should choose that Ellen fill this sheet, but she is
not able. She has been out of health for years, and suf-
fers much at this time; still her faith in God is firm. Your
letter was of much comfort to her. She joins with me
in much love to all the precious, scattered “little flock”
with you or with whom you may meet; also to yourself.
Pray for us. And we may keep the commandments of
God that we may “enter into life.”

O! I want to see Jesus and the angels, I want to see
that golden city. I want to see all the saints clothed with
immortality, dwelling in the light.— Ibid.

In another postscript he noted:

In your letter you say, “Sister W. mentions God
spoke the day and hour of Jesus’ coming,” and you
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inquired, “I should like to know if it is to be spoken
before we all hear it.”

To this question, I answer by writing Ellen’s words
that she has just spoken while lying on the bed beside
my writing stand. “Tell her that none hear the voice
until all hear it. Then every living child of God will hear
and know the voice of God as He gives us the day and
hour. Then joy and glory will fill every heart.”— Ibid.

Still the letter was not mailed. On September 1 James White
added, writing in Topsham:

This letter was laid in the drawer and I intended to
mail it last Thursday.... But while packing up to come
to this place [the Howland home], I found this letter.

Here I shall take the liberty to state to you that my
wife has a young son, a week old tomorrow. Why I state
this is that I learn from Brother Bates that you are a full
believer in Ellen’s visions, therefore interested for her.
She is very well, also the babe. God has been with her
in power. For years Ellen has been subject to fainting
spells. She has had many the year (last Monday) that we [134]
have been married. It was the opinion of our unbelieving
neighbors that she would die in one of her faint spells,
but to the astonishment of all she has not had a faint
spell for two weeks. For myself, I had not a fear. I as
little expected her death as I expected the sun to fall to
the earth. I knew she would live, for God had shown
her in vision that her work was not done up for the little
flock....

Here is a strong band of thirteen bold soldiers in this
place, in union and in the spirit and power of the truth
and love of Christ.— Ibid.

New Responsibilities

From this point on, James and Ellen White must take into account
the fact that they were a family. The Howlands soon invited the
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couple to set up housekeeping in the upstairs rooms of their home in
Topsham. Of this Ellen White wrote:

In October, Brother and Sister Howland kindly of-
fered us a part of their dwelling, which we gladly ac-
cepted, and commenced housekeeping with borrowed
furniture. We were poor and saw close times.—Life
Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White (1880),
241, 242.

Many incidents might be cited illustrating their poverty. The
young people were determined to be independent financially, so
James engaged in daily labor. He secured work in hauling stone as
a railroad cut was thrust through close to Brunswick. He wore the
skin on his hands to the bleeding point in many places, and then had
difficulty in collecting his wages. Freely the Howlands divided what
they had with the young couple in the economically depressed times.
James then cut cordwood in a nearby forest, working from early
till late, and earned 50 cents a day. Severe pain in his side made
for sleepless nights. But the young couple resolved to live within
their means—and to suffer want rather than to run into debt. On
their very limited budget Ellen could afford only one pint of milk
a day for her child and herself. Then came a day when she had to
cut out the nine-cent allowance for the milk supply for three days to
have enough money to buy a bit of cloth for a simple garment for
the baby. “I gave up the milk,” she wrote, “and purchased the cloth
for an apron to cover the bare arms of my child.”—Ibid., 243.

Ellen Hits an All-Time Low in Discouragement

She wrote of their experience:

We endeavored to keep up good courage and trust
in the Lord. I did not murmur.... One day when our
provisions were gone, husband went to his employer to
get money or provisions. It was a stormy day, and he
walked three miles and back in the rain, passing through
the village of Brunswick, where he had often lectured,
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carrying a bag of provisions on his back, tied in different
apartments.

As he entered the house very weary my heart sank
within me. My first feelings were that God had forsaken
us. I said to my husband, “Have we come to this? Has
the Lord left us?” I could not restrain my tears, and wept
aloud for hours until I fainted.—Ibid., 242.

The young mother had reached an all-time low. Why, oh, why
were their lives so hard when they had been dedicated to the cause
of God? Regaining consciousness, she felt the cheering influence
of the Spirit of God and regretted that she had sunk so low under
discouragement. Recounting the experience, she wrote that “we
desire to follow Christ and be like Him; but we sometimes faint
beneath trials and remain at a distance from Him. Suffering and
trials bring us nigh to Jesus. The furnace consumes the dross and
brightens the gold.”—Ibid., 243.

For six months they maintained their home in the Howland res-
idence, but it was indeed a trying time. According to James, he
suffered more in mind and body than he could show with pen and
paper (JW to Leonard and Elvira Hastings, April 27, 1848).

Then James and Ellen discovered a true understanding of what
their difficult time was all about. She had thought that now that they
had a child it would be impossible for her to travel and a change
must come about in their program. A vision from God revealed the
purpose of the trials they were facing:

I was shown that the Lord had been trying us for
our good, and to prepare us to labor for others; that He
had been stirring up our nest, lest we should settle down
in ease, and that our work was to labor for souls; that
if we had been prospered, home would be so pleasant
that we would be unwilling to leave it to travel, and that
we had been suffering trial to prepare us for still greater
conflicts that we would suffer in our travels.—Ibid., 243.

A heart-rending experience enforced the message of the vision.
Henry was taken very ill and soon lapsed into unconsciousness.

[136]
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Nothing they or their friends could do brought relief. Recognizing
that they had made their little Henry “an excuse for not traveling
and laboring for the good of others,” they feared that God was about
to remove the basis for their excuses. With the agonizing prayer of
faith they pledged God that if the child’s life were spared they would
go forth trusting in Him wherever He might send them. By faith they
claimed the promises of God. From the hour of this resolution and

consecration the fever turned, and Henry began to recover. Wrote
Ellen White:

Light from heaven was breaking through the clouds,
and shining upon us again. Hope revived. Our prayers
were graciously answered.—Ibid., 244.

Careers Changed

James and Ellen White could now see that regardless of home
comforts, pleasures, and responsibilities, their life was to be a life of
dedicated service involving travel, suffering, and earnest labor for
others.

They soon received an earnest invitation to attend a conference
of the Sabbathkeeping Adventists in Connecticut. They would go,
taking their 7-month-old Henry with them in their arms. James
White had received $10 in settlement for his work in cutting wood.
They used half of the money in preparation for the trip south and kept
the other half for transportation. With all their earthly possessions
half filling a trunk,